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roETICAT. 0 11 
' GEOFF. CHAUCER. 


IN FOURTEEN VOLUMES. 


THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 


From Urry"; E4ition 1721, 


THE CANTERBURY TALES 


From Tyrwhitt'; Edition 17735. 


j 
| 


* 


1 
Grete well CHAUCER whan ye mcte---- . | 
Of ditecs and of fonges glade, | | 
The londe full filled is over att. GOWER, i 
My maiſter CHAUCER--<thiefepoete of Bretayne---- 
Whom allthis londe fehulde of ryght preferre, | | 
Sith of our langage he was the lode-fierre---- | 
That made firfi to dyRyllcnddrayne i 
T he gold dewe dropyt of ſyeche and 2 
Into our tunge thrugi bis escellence. LYDGATE. | 
The honour of Englifh tong if dede = 
My mayfier CHA UCER; floure of cloquerice, 
Mirrour of fructuous eateadement, | 


Univerſel fadir in ſcitnae---, + | ; 
\ This londis — - aud 1 gu | «LM 
The firfte fynder of our fuyre langage. OCCLEVE .. + : 
Venerabill CHAUCER, pritcipall poete but pere, g 
Hevinly trumpet, orlege and lere, þ 


In cloquence balme, cunditt and diall, ? x 
Mylky fountane, clere ſtrand, aud rois riall; ; b 
Of freſche endite throw Albioun iland braid: DOUGLAS. | 

O reverend CHAUCER ! roſe of rethouris all, | 
At in oure toung flour imperial ö 
That raiſe in Brittane evir, quba reidis right | 
Thou deiris of Makers the triumphs royall, Fx _— 
The freſche enamllt termes celeftiall: N 
This mater couth haifilluminit full bricht, ' 
Was thou nocht, of our Inglis all the light, one 

F Surmounting e toung terreftriall 24 

As far as Mayi's morrow dois midnight. DUNBAR. 
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POETICAL WORKS 


' GEOFFREY CHAUCE R. 
VOL. XIII. 
CONTAINING HIS 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, wiz. 


BOKE OF FAME. IN THREE {| TOGETHER WITH TESTIMO.. 


ow * 


BOKES, NIESOF LEARNED MEN CON. 
* BALADES, CERNINGCHAUCER AND HIS 
WORDES TO A. SCRIVENERE, H WORKS, 
Fc. Sc. Se. . 
But natheles certain 


Lean right now nothrifty Tale ſain, 
But CHAUCER, (though woke lewedly 
On metres and on rimingrafti Y 
Hath ſayd hem in ſwicke Bngli a de can 
Of olde time, as knoweth man a man; 
And if he have not ſayd hem, lere brother, 
In o book, he hath ſayd hem imanother---- 
Who ſa that wol his Volame ſeke, TALES, ver. 440. 
Dan CHAUCER, wel (A. nackl'd, 
On Fame's eternal deadl<toll" J to de fill d 
Old Dan Geffrey, in whoſe gentle ſpright 
The pure well-head of poetry did dwell... 
He whilſt he lived was the ſoverzigne A 8 
Of ſhepherds al SPENSER, 
Old CHAUCER, like the morning Rar, 
To us difcovers day from far . 
His light thoſe miſts and clouds diffoly'd 
Which our dark nation long involy'd; 
But he deſcending to the ſhades + 
Darkneſs again the age invades. . DENHAM., 43 
CHAUCER, him who firn with harmony inform'd | 
The language of our fathers---His legends blithe 
He ſang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of homely life, thro? each eftate and age 
The faſhious and the follics of the world 
With cunning hand portraying--=—- 
Him who in times . 3 
Dark and untaught began with charming verſe th 1 
To tame the rudeneſs of his native land. AKENSIDE, 
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AT Taz Apollo Preſs, BY Tut MARTINS. 
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"MISCELLANIES: tO 
THE HOUSE or EDG 0 


N YT9 a fy 4 20 
IN THREE ZOKES.. 


9 #3 16 Sattaniide yil 
In this book is i en the deeds of all men and nenn 
le they good or bad, are carry 'd by report to n 
| THE PROLOGUE: {55 16117757 : 
Gov tourne us everie dremie to gode, t vet zxccl L 
For it is wondir thyng by the rode, buſt of 
To my witte, what cauſith Werle ruf: 0 
On the morowe ur on evines, en gem on 16 
And why the' effecte olowerh of ome; | dacht ills als 


128 . 


805 


* 


And of ſome it ſhall nevir come. ; ee 
Why that is an aviſi bon. 
And this a re velacion 
Why his 3 dreme, i tht eve, 
And not to every man liche even; 
Why this a fantome, why that anita: U VU 
I'n'ot; but whoſo of theſe miracles * Tories I QUE 
The cauſis knowith Bet than I { 299iGy zel 100? 
Define he, for I ceftainly bone nis, AY 
Ne can hem not, ne nevir thinke 15 
To buſie my witte for to ſwinke — 
To knowe of ther ſignificacion sg 
The gendris, ne the diſtinccion ns 

Of the tymes of hem, ne the cauſiim. 
Or why that this is more then that is, 10 

; A ij 


— 
1 7 - 


| 6 rox. To HOUSE or FAME. | 
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Or if folkis eps 1: 14 


.. ee 


Or ellis thus, as othir faine, on THT 

For the grete ſebleneſſe of ther braine, 

By abſlinence or by ficknefle, 
By priſon, firicf, or grete diſtreſſe ʒ 

Or ellis by diſordinannce, > Vi HS ho 3 

Or naturall accuſlomaunce, * | © 

That ſome mega hege c een od 


* 


z 


In ſtudie or melancolious; Luxe dr 5 OW 1 F 
Or thus, ſo inly full of drele r 


That no man maie bende - 
Or ellis that dev’ Ü Pats * 
Of ſome and * 

Cauſin to them ſoche dremis — 

Or that the cruill life unſofte 


Of hem chat mer Te X 


That oſtin hopin moche or dreden, 
That purely ther impreſſions 
Cauſin hem to have viſions; | 


Or if that ſpirites han nh Fg 121 vi 

To makin folke to dreme on _ 1+ 
Opie fouls of progir aid... n 1170 
Be ſo perſite as men yfinde, | 
That it wele wote what is to * 

And that he warnith all and ſome 

Of everiche of ther avintures 


By aviſions or by figures, 


1 
9 
* 
- b 
f 35 
. : x 
1 


mor, TO BOUSE OF ru. F 
But that our fleſhe ne hath no might aids 03 Vi 
To underſtandin it aright, rt niltow 54 +863 1-9ig8D 
For it is warnid to derkely, erer wo. aivawt vid 
But why the cauſe is not wote jj 4 + 
Well wotin of this thyngè clerkes a4 
That treten of that and othir werkes, 18160 
For I of none opinion, Nam bee 5 8 
Mill as now makin men cin 4s 1 
But onely that the holy rode Ua bangs! 07 101 bar 4 
ONES: 10 bie 10 

For nevir ſithin [was bornegag‚ ft 
Ne no man ellis coe befonͤ s.. 
Ymette I trowe right, laden | } $4 
Se wondixſull a dreme as 1k 

The tenthe daie now of . 

The whiche, 25 L can member. 

I woll you tellin every delee 

But at beginnyng truſtith wele Haube 

I woll make invocacion os 5 

With devoute ſpeciall devocion 

Unto the god of Slepe anone, 
eee eee 2 
Upon a ſtreme that cometh fro Lete, 

That is a flode of hellunſwete,.. . i, ++ 4 
Beſide a fulke men clepe Cimerie, 
There ſlepith aye this god unmerie, 
With his ſlepie thouſande ſonnis, 
That alwaie to ſlepe ther won is; 


= bor. Td HOVER br rAME. 
And to this god that I of rede 
Praie I that he wollin — 5 Ji 155 NG br 
My ſwevin for totell aright, eb 07 Sie pur m1 i 
be eee en-, ap ++ vv 1:66 
And he that movir is of all +} 7 
That iv and wad; end eur bal, 
Sd give hem joys that it here 
Of all that thei dremin to yere, 
And for to ſtandin all in grace 
Of ther lovis, or in what place 
That hem were leviſt for to ſtonde/, 
And ſhelde hem from poverte end ſhonde, | 
And from every'unhippe and diſeſe,” "(7 
ds Fen er FIN; 90 
That takith well ad ſcornith neughbt, 11 
| Ne it miſdemin in thier thought * OP MING 
Through malicious enteneion; 
And whoſo through — 
Or hate, or teme. or through envie, 
Diſpite, or jape; or felonie, 
Miſdeme it, praie I Jeſus gode; | | 
Dreme he barefote of dreme he ſhode, 
Hath had fithin the worlde began 
| Fefall hym thereof or he ſterve, 
And graunt that he maic it deſerve! 
Lo! with right ſoche concluſion 
As had of his aviſion 
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Creſus, that was the Kyng of Lyde. 103 
That high upon a gibet dydeg . 
This prayir ſhall he have of ma, 
1am no bette in charite. ¶ 8 


THE FIRST BORE. 203 * 
Now herkin, as I have you ſaied, | 4 
What that I mette or l abraiel. 110 
Of December the tenith dae 
When it was night to ſlepe [laie, tor 153 
Right as I was wante for to doen, ' + 1/1 + | | 
And fill aſlepè wondir ſone oe 1 
As he that was werie forgo ++ © + ITS 
On pilgrimage milis two a v3 vt ra IV 
To the corps of Sainct Levnarde,.. 
88 SP Rare NN 5 
But as me ſlept me mette L wass 
Within a temple” imade of glas. 10 
| In whiche there werin mo images 24 ors G14 
| Of golde ſtandyng ane" tin lt 1 
Sette in mo riche tabirnacles,  - 451 en 
And with perrè mo pinnacle. 
| And mo curious portraituris- 1] $109 91834818 125 
ö And queint manir of ſiguris dan: 8 = 1471 at d. | 
Of golde worke then I ſawe vir: 
But certainly I n'iſt nevi + ot | 2s +1 
Where that ines but elk 11 26a BAG | 
V Aiella lifter 20e 


LEN 
. - 


10 ru vhοm or rar. Boke 7. 
1 fe anon right her b. 
Nakid yfletyng in a ſe; 
een 
Her roſy garland white and redde, _ 
And her combt for tokembe her hedde, 
Her dovis, and Dan/Cupido' ED 
Her blinde ſonne, and Vulcano, 
That in his face ywas full broune. - 
But as | romid up and doune 
1 founde that on the wall there was 
Thus writtin on a table* of bras? 
18 woll now fyag, if that I can, mo Fara +4 a7 
The armis and alſo the aan 
That firſt came through bir deſtine 
Fogitife fro Troye the countre' © 
— POD Ar A a NN 
And tho began the ſtorie* anone 
As I ſhall tellin you echone. 
Firſt ſawe I the diſtruccian | 
Of Troie thorough the Greke Sino 
With his falſe untrue forfwerynges, + 
And with his chere and his leſynges, 
That made a horſe brought into Troye + 
By whiche Trojans loſte alltherjoye. © 
Mow Ilion's caſtill aſſailed was 


; 


* 


1 


Bole I. THE, HOUSE OF: FAMB. 
nd won, and Kyng Primi. 


Diſpitouſly of Dan Pyrrhus. 
And next that ſawe haue Cn 
When that ſhe ſawe the caſtill brende, 
Doune from hevin ſhe gan diſcende; - -- / ../ 


\nd how he fled, and how that he 
ſcapid was from all the pres, 

nd toke his fathre*, olde Anchiles, IP 
And bare hym on his backe awaie, 
rying Alas and Welawaie! 

The whiche Anchiſes i in his hande 

Bare tho the goddis of the lande, 


Then ſawe I next that all in fere. . 

ow Creuſa, Dan Eneas wife, 

hom that he lovid all his lifa.. | 

And her yong ſonne clepid Julo, 
And eke Aſcanius D 
eddin eke wich full drerie chers, 
hat it was pite for to here, 

And in a foreſt as thei went 

ow at a tournyng of a went 

reüſa was iloſte, alas! | 

hat rede not I how that it was, 


ad hym to flie the Grekis holte, 


and Polites his ſonne certain, Hab i v 


And bade her ſonne nens fle, 3 3s je 


mene thilke that unbrennid were. 14 fey 


low he her ſought, and how ber A 


170 
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1 : bai angel 
"And fajed be mot üobo Malle: 
was his deſtinie ſauns faile, 


| - That it was pitie for to here, nn. 
in gt eee F 


The wordis that the to hym ſaied, 
And for to kepe her fonne hym praied, 
There ſawe | gravin eke how he; 
His fathir eke and his meine, iba 
With his ſhippis began to ſaĩle 
Toward the countrey of [taile 
As ſtreight as ere thei mightin go. 


There ſawe | eke the cruill Juno, 


That art Dan Jupiter his wife, 
That haſt ihatid all thy life 
Mercileſs all the Frojan blode, 


Rennin and crie as thou were wode © © 


On Zolus,'the god of Windes, 
To blowin out of alle kindes 
© So leude, that he ſhould ydrenche 


Lorde and ladie, and grome nnd weneke, 45 


Of all the Trojanis nacion 
Without any of ther ſavacion. 
There fawe I ſoche tempeſt arife 
\ That every herte might agriſe | 
re ſe it paintid on the wall. 
There ſawe [ cke gravin withall 
Venus, how ye, my ladie dere! 
Y wepyog with full wofull chere, 


= . PR . 
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T. IN ur obst or rar. 5 
| Yprayid fapiter on lle r hay l +: do af za 
ro fave and kępin that avis : 
os chat dere Trojan Enes, Y } DILOUT ISR 
90 IF Sithins that he your fotine ywas, 


There ſawe I Jovis Venus kiffe, 
And grauntid was of the tempeſt e 
There ſawe I how the tempeſt ſtente, 121 
And how with alls pine he went 1d 
195 And privilie toke a rivage 
into the countrie of Carthage, 
And on the morowe how that he 
And a knight that hight Achate 
Ymettin with Venus that daie 
2c0Goyng in a full queinte araie, 
As ſhe had be an huntireſſe, 8 
With winde blowyng upon ker rele, 1120 
And how Eneas gan to plaine, Ni 
When that he knewe her, oſ his paine, 
and how his ſhippis dreint ywere 
Or els iloſte, he n' iſte not where, 
How ſhe began hym comforte tho, 
Ind bade hym unto Carthage go, 
And there he ſhould his folke We 
That in the ſe were lefte behinde: 
And, ſhortly of this thyng to pace, 
he made Zneas ſo in grace 
df Dido, Quene of that 3 | 
bat, ſhortly for to tellin, the © 
Volume X2171, B 
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All chat weddyng ylongith to: 


What ſhould | ſpekin it more quainte, 


Or pain me my wordis to painte? 
To ſpeke of love it woll not be, 
Lean not of that facu ltc 
And eke to tellen of the manere 

How that thei firſt acquaintid were k 


It were a long proceſſe to tell, 


And ovir long ſor you to dwell. 


There ſawe | graye how Eneas a 5 8 


Tolde to Dido evèry cas 

That hym was tidde upon the "I 
And eft gravin was how that he. 

Made of hym, ſhortly at a worde, 


Hep life, ber love, her luſt, her lorde, 


And did to hym all reverence, 

And laied bn hym all the diſpence 
That any woman might ydo, 
Wenyng that it had all be ſo. 

As he her ſwore, and bereby demed 


That he was gode, for he ſoche ſeed: 8 


Alas ! what harme doth apparence i 
When it is falſe in exiflence / 


For he to her a traitour was, 


Wherefore ſhe ſlowe her ſelf, alas! 
Lo, how a woman doeth amis 


To love him that unknowin is! 


* 
=? 


„ra sonst or an- 1%. 
- Became his love, and let hym do 
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Covirid many a ſhreude vice: 


= Ts take a love offely for chere, | 
0 Or ſpeche, or for frendly manere, 


For by Chriſt lo thus it farith, e 
Tt is not all golde that glarith ; JET YO in LOTT 
For al ſo broke I well myne hedde © 
There maie be undir godelibedde NN 


Therefore let no wight be ſo nie 


For this ſhall every woman finde 


That ſome man of his purè kinde 


Woll ſhewin outward the fairiſt 


Till he have caught that hat bymlift, 


ro | And then ativn woll cauſis finde, 
And ſwere how that the is unkinde, 


Or falſe, or privie', or double was: mi 


All this faie I by Zneas 
And Dido, and her nicè left, | 


bo That lovid all to (hd *hlt('* | Kere 
Wherefore ieee een 1202 372 an 841 
That He that fullie knoweth the bethe { 290- 
Maie ſafely laie it to bis eye: b N 
| Withoutin drede this is no lie. F 
65 But let us ſpeke of Aneas a 1 
Ho he betrayid her, alas! ee, 
And left her full unkindelie. 295 
So when ſhe ſawe all uttirlfſ e 
That he would her of trouthe faile, 
And wendin from her into Itaile, v2, | 


270 


Bij 


She gan to wring her handis two. N Id ot 
Alas, (quod ſhe) that me is ie ee 


Alas! is every man thus true,. |. fo  T] 
That every yere woll have HNEMEs \ e's 


If it fo longè tyme endure, . - r 

Or ellis thre peravinture? > at aac F 
And thus of one he woll have tame 1 
In magnifying his owne name, TEES 
An othir for frendſhip faieth he, Fe 4 307 
And yet there ſhall the thirde ybe, ed 
That is ytakin for delite, * war 


Lo! or els for finguler proſitte. 30 
In ſoche wordis began complies 

This wofull Dida ef her panne, \ 
Hz me mette drewyng Rn od 0 
None other auQtour aledge woll 1. Hei tidy n 


Alas, (quod ſne) my were herte! 4s 0 315 
Have pitie on my ſorowes PSs! © 9 ol 1 
And fle me not; 20 not awaie. 559 f 

O wofall Dido! | welawaic! . 

{Quod ſhe) unto her ſelvin tho. Nn 

O Zneas! what woll ye do? ' LS 01144430 


O that your love, neithir your bonde, 1521 

Which that ye ſwore with your right honde, n 

Ne yet my my cruill deth, (quod.ſhe) 

Maie holdin you ſtill here with me! 1 
O! have ye' of my deth no pite? 32325 

Iwis, myne own dere hęrte! that ye, | 


& 
— 


N vu 80e or val: 


Kno win full well that nevir yet, a Tal 1 
As farre as evir I had wit. 
Agilte you in thought ne in dede,*' 

Gib 27 1 9 
In ſpeche, and ner a dele of troutlhe? 


Alas, alas! that er had routhe 

Any woman on a falſe man 885 
Now I ſe well and tellin can 

We wretchid women can no arte, 

For certaine for the mor? parte 


Thus we ben ſervid everichone, © n 


Ho ſore ſo that ye men can grone ; 0 
Anon as we have you receved © © 
Full certainlie we ben deceved, © 
For though your love laſt a Feel, ? 
Waite upon the concluſion, 
And loke eke how ye determine, 
And for the mote parte define: 
O welawaie that | was borne! 
For thorough you my name is lorne, 
2 mine actis are redde and ſong * | 
O'er all this lande in every tong. 
O wickid Fame lr there n'is 


Nothing ſo ſwifte, lo! as ſhe is; © p 


O ſothe is, Every thyng is wiſt 
Though it be coverde with the miſt: 


Phe though that might dir che” * 


That I have done recovre' I never, mire 


= - &. 
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And when ſhe wiſt ſothely that 15 


— 


And faied that ſhe the cauſe ywas 

That ſhe firſt lovid him, ala? 

And firſt counſailid her thereto; 2 * ; 

But what whan this was ſaied and do 

She rofte her ſelvin to the h erte. 

And deide thorough the wonpeisimettes., 

But all the manir how ſhe deide,, 

And all the wordis how ſhe id, 

Who fs to knowe it hath e SY 

Rede Virgile in A&neidos, ; 
Or the Epiſtils of Ovide, | o 

What that ſhe wrote or that ſhe ide; 

And n' ere it to longe to endite 6. | 

By God I would it here ywrite. 


Certain availed her not a fire.. . - Us vida 


| Was forthe into his ſhip agone n 

. She into chambir went anone, ; DS 
it And callid on her Iuſtir Anne, , oy _ 
; And gan her to complainin thand e. 
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That it ne ſhall be ſaied, alas! ets How in 3831 
1 1 ſhamid was through Rness, wot l 
1 And that I ſhall thus judgid bo. 
| Lo! right as he hath doen now . 437 
Woll doen eftſonis hardily, | F 
Thus ſaie the peple privily; ; 35860 
But that eee 5 
But all her complaint ne her mone 


* -378 


380 


Fole wn none or a,, Toh 
But welawaie! the harme and routdàh A ns 


That hath betide for ſoche e Dan gal af. 

As men maie oft in bokis rede, Nut abs! 325 

And al daie ſeen it jet in dede, bio wt ih 
That for to thinkin it tene is. indes aids un 463 
Lo! Demophon, Duke. of Athenis, -. vt 490 FRO 5 


How he forſwore him falfily, Hi r onols +5 
And trayid Phyllis wickidly, ; © |;;; 4:45 390 
That Kingis doughtir — — e 
And falſely gan his terme Nez any bi nac ts 1 
y And whan ſhe wiſt that he was ſalſe. bs oft 194 bak 
She hong herſelf right by the halſe, 70 18110 HERO 
| For he had doen her ſuch untrouthoe:: 1 4395 
Lo! was not this a wo and routh ?.../ +. | 


14 A410 3 (b# 


Enke loke how falſe and rechele 


a 
10 1 
1 F * fn rw 


- 1 WE 1 4 


ö Was to Briſeida Achilles... 
| And Paris eke to Oenone, © | 1 4, es 4 8 2 


I And Jaſon to Hypfipyle, eit ll io 24:18 
And efte Jaſon to Med en 
And Hercules to Deianira, aud! ' zohbo# 
1 For he left her for lole, Nn: N 
That made hym take his deth mand: 0 My 
How falſe was eke Duke * 1 J 05 
That as the ſtorie tellith us Fiel a n 
How he betrayid Adriane? 2 „ weed 
o The devill be his ſoulVis bane! | | bt 
For, had he laughid or toured, _ 114320 


He muſt have ben anone devoured 


ut obs or Fal. 


If Ariadne ne had ber ia A 
i And for ſhe had of hym pite gay wo] es ke Hun nr | 
eee eee bee Ito dirt HD 
And he GO weer C. rf nl dich io ba A 
For aftir this within a while 41 5 

| He left her ſlepyng in an ile, hes m 
ee Gawen 
n. brys4 fink 
And toke her ſuſtił Phædra ta 
With hym, and gan . 1 
And yet he had eee, 611% 18A 
On all thatevir he could ſwere;” ner 5 ie 


That ſo ſhe ſavid hym his life — a 1 
He would takin nen 2 : Daene! [ 
For ſhe deſirid nothinpe elles wod ad 425 


In certain, as the boke us wy A A nd 0, 
4 But for to' excuſe this ZEneas' | 
 Fuilllicheofall hisgrete treſpas ' 5 
1 The boke ſayith withoutin fuillfle 
The goddes bad hym go to Wale q wy 14130 
And levin Affriques regiou⏑?!?!!!?n:n:n 
And faire Dido and her faire tou. 
Tho ſawe | grave how to tale 
Dan neas gan for to ſaille 
And how the tempeſt all began, 50 a Yay" 
And howe he loſt his ſtet iſman, 59 rs 
Whiche that the ſterne or he toke 1 | 37 | 
Smote ovir the borde as he ſlepe. | m 
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And alſo ſaugh | how Sibille 
And ueas beſide an ile 4440 
To helle went yſere for to ſ + 7 44 
His father Anchiſesthe fre, 
And how he there founde Palinarus, 41 23 
And alſo Dido and Deiphobus, $0501 10 21 
And everiche tourment eke in bell 14 50 
Sawe he, whiche long is for to tell; dio 3229908 7 
Whiche painis who ada reborn U | t 
He muſt redin Pan) tren h li nen 
In Virgile or in Claudian, bw ad 3630 
Or Dantes, that it tellin can, ern Sudan 

Tho ſawe I all the arivaille 4c 7 
That Zneas made in Itai le 
And with Kyng Latine his tret-e 32 
And all the battailis that tre I 
Was at himſelſin aud his 2 Mess Nun 
Or he had all iwonne his righte sn 
And how he Turnus reſte his life. 
And wan Lavina to his wife, f ane abi His 40] 
And all the marveilous ſignal .. 


ww” 
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Of the goddis Celeſtials. 460 
How maugre Juno Eneas, 16m on dm) 47 
For all her fleighte and der compan, | rot i 3COE 


Atchi vid all his avintu tete 
For Jupiter toke on hym cure | 

At the praier of his modir . at =” 
Whiche I praie alwaie ſavin gs, 
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Me ſave, and with de vocyon 


And us aie of our ſorowes lebe. 

When I had ſein all this e 
Wichin this noble temple thus, 
Hey! Lord, thought |, that radif us, 
Yet ſawe | nevir ſoch hobleſſe 
Of imagis, nor ſoche ritheſſ ,, 


2 m 


Hel ſe gravin in this churche; Ain ines! 


But nought wote l wu did Te 
But now will 1 out gone and fe, . 
Right at the wickit, if I can I $113 $3 
Seen oughtwhere ſteryng any man N 


That maie me tellin where l amg. 
When | out of the dorè ca © © 
I faſte aboutin me behelde, IAN 12 


Then ſawe [ but a large felde 


Avfarre as evir I miglit ſe, 15 zünde 
Withoutin toune, on houſe, or tre; RE | 


Or buſhe or graſſe, or arid lande, | 
For all the ſelde was but of fande og 
As ſmal as men maye ſe at eye 4 ths 

In the deſertis of Lybye; ne 
Ne ferthir no manir cretut 
That is yformid by Nature 

Ne ſawe Il, me to rede or wiſſe/ 
O Chriſt thought l, that art in bliſle, 
From fanton and illuſiohnn 


„„ 


"i © 


50, 


Robe u rut HOUSE or raus. 


Myne eyin to the heven 1 caſte; 

Tho was | ware, lo! at the laſte, 
That faſte by the ſonne on hie, 
As kennin myght | with mine eye, 
Me thought | ſawe an egle ſore, 
But that it ſemid mochil more 

Than I had anye egle yſeine, 
This is as ſothe as deth certain, 
It was of golde, and ſhone ſo bright, 
That nevir ſawe men ſoche a ſight, 

But yf the hevin had ywonne 

Al newe of God anothir ſonne, 

So ſhone the egl'is fethirs bright, 

And ſomwhat dow nwarde gan it bab. 


72 77 icit li Ger primus. 
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Now herkin everye manir man | 
That Engliſhe,vgdirſtands can, 
And lyſtith of my dreme to bores 
For now at erſt ſhallin ye lere 

So ſely' and dredefull avyſion, 
That | ſaye neithir Scipion 

Ne Kinge Nabugodonoſore, 
Pharao, Turnus, ne Alcanore, 

Ne mettin ſoche 2 dreme as this. 
Nowe, o thou faire blisful Cipris! 
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So be my favour at this time 

That ye me to endite and rime oY Yo 

Helpith that in Pana aue, lent 

Befyde Helicon the dlere wel. 

O Thought ! that x om ppg xe! ORs 15 

And in the treſorie it ſet FI Wan ne 

Of my braine, nowe ſhal men * 

If any vertue in the be; 4 

To tellin al my dreme arighe ee. 

Nowe kithe thy engin and thy might.” 20 

This egle', of whiche I have you toldeg 

4: That with fethirs ſhone al of golde,” © | 

1 - Whiche that ſo hie began to fore, © 

#1 1 gen beholdin more and more 

4} To ſene her beaute and the wonder, 25 

1 But nevir was that dente of thonder, 

Ne that thinge that men callin foudre, | 

| U That ſmite fometime a toure to pondre, | 

| i And in his ſwiftz comminge brende, f 1 

| ; That ſo ſwithe gan downwarde diſcende " 30 
As this foule w han chat it beheſde | Aa. 
That I arowme was in the felde, 
And with his grim pawis ſo ſtronge 

Within his ſharpe nailis longe 
Me fleyng at a ſwappe he nente, es DS Eg 
And with his ſours again up wente, © 
Me carying in his clawis ſtarke * net BOG 
Ai lighely as ! had ben à larke, «4e 

5 


N 
# 


5 


1 


Howe hye 1 can not tellin yowe /- „ain Bü 
For! came up in i nerdowes,! O NH ot fla 
For ſo aſtonĩed and aſw eve! „& 
Was every virtue in me hev ed. 
Wh wb bio nd indo, | qd 197 4 
That al my felinge gan to de; „ 28d 
For why? it was a gret affraye. | ile biota? l 
Thus 1 longe'in his clawis m h wels roi 
Til at the laſt he to me ſpake © Tow 62 10 n 
In mann'is yoice, and ſaid, Awake, IT 
And be not agaſt fo for ſhame, i A | lad? 
And callid me tho by my nam 30 
And for I ſhulde batir abraidde 7h 


Me to awakin thus he faide, © - 07 5190 197 
Right in the ſame voice and ſtevin c A 
That uſith one i cau nevin, a9 get” 
And with that voice, the ſothe to faige,” ve nia Ge 
My minde ycame to me againe, ': r U 
For it was godely ſaide to me, als a i 66.1 


So n' as it nevir wonte to b 1 a nts 
And herewithal I gan to ſterre | 4627 
As he me in his fete yberm 608 
Til that he felte that I had hete, © u gro 19h 
And felte eke tho mine herte ybete; 1 . E, 
And tho gan he me to diſportg 0527 6 T 
And with gentil wordes me et ae 1 ** 

And ſayid twiſe, By Saint Mary a. N wy 


Thou arte a noyous thinge to n. ou BAR 
Volume XLII. | N 
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And nothinge nedith it parde, Wen nen | ord cet 
For all ſo wiſly God helpe me ot i 26 1 
Aathou no hare ule bv of hi, L407 
And this caſe that betidde the is 7 41592 408 
Is for thy lore and for thy prowe: | + 
Lens fe; ar hon Ike yot owe? 4 
e ee boldly ce e 1 T% 
Gen, for >. wondir in minds 13 2 oF 

O God! (quod Deal, Wt 
Shall none otherwiſe ydie? alc! Gas en d. h 


Whedir Jove wil me ſtellyſ ie 

Or what thing ee! unrl 10 ü 

P am neithir Enocke ne Helye, 380 
Nie Romulus ne Ganimede, | ; $91.3 

That werin bore up, as men rede, - 

To hevin with Dan jupiter, . $5; 

And made the goddis botiler; 4 Df 
$ Lo! this was tho my fantaſie, _ 82 
| | But he that bare me gan aſpie _ | 2 

j 

| 


That I ſo thought, and ſayid this; 
Thou demiſt of thy ſelfe amis, 


— 2 
— 
Wy. 


For Jove ne is not thereaboute, ris 1 
I dare the put ful out of dou te, 90 
To makin of the yet a ſterre: 635 155 0563 Ra 
But er I berin the moche ſerre u. bas 
I wil the tellin what lam rebate. 
And where thou ſhalte, and why lee e 


— 
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To doin this, ſo that thou take tl 9A | * . 0 95 
Gode herte, and not for fere yquake, % $30 bl 100 
Gladly, (quod l.) Now wel, (quv@he. = un ae of 
Firſt 1, that in my fete have tl > bs 
Of whom thou haſte gre fere und wonder, oF Fg 
Am dwellinge with the god of Thonder, 100 
Whiche men ycallin Jupiter, n Na 120 in ub bet 
That doth me flyin ful oſte fer 
To do all his commaundement,” x ak 
And for this cauſe he hath me ſent ” © * Nahen 
To the; herkin nowe by thy trouthe: 100 
Certaine he hath of the grete routhe, * 
For that thou haſte ſo truii ß, 50 4 col bit 


So long ſer vid ententiſſ jn 


His blinde nephewe Cup idle 
And the faire quene Venus alſſo 110 
Withoutin guerdon evir yet, a ob} 2 a9 nn Bez X 
Aud natheles haſt fet thy wit. 
Althoughe in thy hed ful lite ie 
To make bokes, ſonyis, MO us GLA TIENES 
In rime or ellis in cadence, " = LAN, 115 
As thou beſt canſt, in reverence PO SOT I 
Of Love and of his ſervauntes eke, nat ited Hate 
That have his ſervice ſought and fee, 9 
And painiſt the to pruiſe his urte, 0 * _ 

Althoughe thou haddiſt ne vir e . 5 OS. 
Wherfore, ſo wiſly e „ee no? 
Josis yhalte it grete humbleſſe 617 DUSD xo 

Cy 
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And vertue eke that than wilt make 
Anight ful oft thine hed to ee 


In thy ſludye, ſo thou ywxiteſt, 
And evirmore of love enditeſt, 
In honour, of him and poiegs, 
And in his folkis ſourthiringes, > 
And in ther matir al deviſeſt,. : 
And not him ne his folke diſpiſeſt, .- 


Althoughe thou maiſte go in the daunce | 
Of them that him lyſt not avaunce; - wy 
Vihertore, eee . 


Jupiter conſidrith wel this, 
And als, beauſire, of othis tages, 


PF 


Of Lov'is folke if they be glade, 


Ne, of nothinge els that God _s. | | 7 | 


eee 
That no tidinges comin to the, 
Not of thy very neighbouriz, 


That dwellen almoſt at n 1 & 


Thou heriſt neithir that ne this, 


For whan thy labour al done is, nl 16d 


And haſte made al thy reckininges, 
In ſtede of reſte and of newe thinges 


. 
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Thou goeft home to thine houſe anone,; '' 


And al ſo dombe as-any ſtone toit! 
Thou ſittiſt at anothir boke o yilw of ,! 


1 


Tyl fully dafd is thy ce. 


» 
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Ben rut wober et vale 
And ly viſt thus as an hermite e 2 
Although thine abſtineneeisIyrey1*7 ©: 513 bs. 
And therfore Jovis throaghe ae, 42d om bak 
Wil that I bere the to a ple 
Whiche that yhight The Houfe of Fame, „ 8 4 
And for to doe the ſporte guy," 54 b 
In fome recompenſacion © 400154 om tis br k 

Of thy labour and devgtion 7 2lg 1 
That thou haſte hadde, 10 boat . £1 Dv AMK 
To god Cupido the reehele s 
And — — 285 HU 
Wil with ſome manir thing the ee 11%» Hei TÞ 
So that thou wilte be of gode cherer 
For truſtith wel that thou'ſhalte here, th od d 
Whan we ben comen there as I fa, E 500 105 
Mo wondir thingis dare Flay, 0? 9101999 9497 
And of Love's dab tt 2 2 byes " 
Bothe ſothſawis and leſingi s 
And of mo lovis newe bepon, «rf 154 4=d3 ron 
And longe ſervid tyl love id wen, © z 770 
And of mo lovirs caſuellß 155 (ttt 07 St boy? 

| That ben betide, no man wote Why dio acer ve 
But as a blinde man ſtartetk an hure; v2 
And more jolite and welfarq̃ as gf” 
Whilis they findin doe of iclej* 7 vols oleh fait 175 
As thinkin men; aid 'r af Eke 

Mo diſcordes and mo jalouſies, H ohHaſt eiefor vt 

Mo murmures and mo no vilries, Dim 030 9 37 34 5 5 
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And alſo mo diſſimulacions 


And eke feinid reperacions, _ 180 
And mo berdis in two houres 


Withoutin raſour or ſiſou res 5 7 
? 


Ymade, eee vidy . 


And eke mo holdinge inmo-handes;. --/. ©: 7 
And alſo mo renovelaunces gen 4h 185 
Of olde forlctin aqueintaun ces. 
Mo love dayis and mo accorde s,, 


Than on inſtrumentis ben cordes, p 
And eke of love mo exchaungis R 


Than evir corne were in graungi 190 
Unnethis maiſt thou trowin this,, = 82 


* 
1 


(Quod he.) No ſo', helpe me God e 


{Quod 1.) No, why? (quod he.) For it F 
Were impoſſible to my wit, : 8617 
Although that Fame had al the ye 195 
In al a relme and al aſples, . zt 
Howe that yet he ſhulde 3 al this: FO K 


Or they eſpyin. O! yes, yes, oi 173 Lives! 2vnol boa 
(Quod he to me) that can Ipreve.. 
By reſon worthy for toleve, us *1311%0 5:5 + 200 
So that thou give thin adverterice _.., ./  /// | 
To underſtandin my ſentence., | 


Dar 21. 

Firſt ſhalt thou here where ib wich, 
Right ſo as thine owne boke tellit ; 
Her palais andeth, as I ſhal fay, bur h 2 205 


Right even amiddis of the way 


— 
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Bytwene hevin, and yerthe, and ſee. 40 
That what ſo er mal theſe che. . 945; VS) yaw 
Is ſpoken' in prĩve or apperte,! {4 oo hd 1 E 
The way therto is ſo-overte,} 7/7 |» 710 
And ſtante eke Waben“ 5 11523-21019 , H 
That every ſowne mote to it pace 14D 
Or what ſo cometh from anie tongue, 62 21 binztoofT 
Whethre' it be rownid, redde, or ſonge, 7G Do A 
Or ſpokin in ſuerte or drede, Tf 5b e361) 2135 
Certaine it motin thidir nedſmeee. 
Nowe herkin wel; e i yaweutT 
Ytellia the a propir Kill. 1 
And worthy demonfzagion-. 0: Hias sratdw gt 
In mine imaginac ion lt 1 an 27 _ 
Gi, hoy monk ue, eidg. 
That every kindely thinge that is v7 rolidg 42 5 
Yhath a kyndely ſtede, there hae 
May beſt in it conſervid he, wizen al. 1565 tio 7A 
Unto whiche place every thing. 423 
"Thorough his kyndely enclininge wag Bier nil 
Ymevith for to comin to. 1 Hul GEM on ants 10 
Whan that it is away therfroz,, | |, {41154 247 
As thus, lo! thou maiſte al day ſe, | |; +44 
Take any thinge that hevy be, 1 502501 visvs ee 
As ſtone or led, or thinge of weight, ) 41 va 310 
And bere it ner ſo hie on height... 
Let go thine hande it fallith down 
Right ſo ſay I by fire or fowne, 2 1 4277 
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Or ſmoke, or othir thingis ig, wig. 
Alway they ſeke upwarde on height, 
Light thinges up and bevie down charge! 7» 
; While everiche of 'hem be at larpe; 031371 EW 24 & 
And for this cauſe thou maiſt wel ſe Anraten 
That every rivir to the ſe ghptomnwol yiory '240 
Enclinid is to go by kynde, rot? 55203 al zs. 15 
And by theſe ſxillis as I finde Riuwor ad u onda 7 
Have fiſhes dwellinge in flode and ſ e 
And treis eke on the erthe be: ids or n nis 90 
Thus every thinge by his reſoen 2345 
| — —ĩ Fes ef 1149507 
Po whiche he ſckith to repaire | vino. hy. 
There as it — — a x | 
Lol this ſentence is knowin couthe 
Of every philoſophir s mouth, '' * 230 
— Re<r-5 Ba * A & Hen 
And othir clerkis many ane ; 
And to confirmin my reſoune 45: 
Thou wotiſt wel —— | 
Or ellis no man might it here; Ae 163 fe d TIT it: 
Nowe herkin what I wol the lere. 
Sowne is not but eyre ybrokin, D 
And every ſpeche that is ſpokin, 
„ee Eee edge ob} 4 
In his ſubſtaunce ne is but eyre;' 24260 
For as flame is but lightid ſmoke, 
Right ſo is ſowne but eyre ybroke: 
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But this may be in many wile, 11429 nizuods f 
Of the whiche 1 will the deviſe,-:: -:130 to dion! 
As ſowne comith of pype or harpe. 463 
For whan a pype is blowin ſnarpe 35s (yl 
The eyre is twiſt with viqlence 54104 24 31 264 D 
And rent; lo! this is my ſentanee- dguodlil A 
Eke whan that mey-harpeſtripgisſmyte, 27 ov lh. 
Whedir that it be mogbe or lyte. 20 
Lo! with the ſtroke the eyre it hreketh gots bn tw” 
And right ſo breketh 4 it whan men;ſpeketh;; - it vbbyA& | 
Thus woſt thou wel what thing is peche: adi: bags + 
Nowe hennisforthe Lwil the teche:;; -2 504 19 3 
Howe everiche ſpeche; yoice, dg a . 
Throughe his multiplicacio wee. 
Thoughe it were pipid of a mouſe. . widroads 
Mote nedis come to Famiis Houſes 4: » oval Les 
I prove it thus; takith hede nowe: $1311 749V5S = | 
By experience, for if that thou b 210-65 280 | 
Threwe in a watir nowe a 2 1088 2745 Hive | 
Wel woſte thqu it wil make anne | 
A lityl roundil as a circle, "7 10 Non 10 40 10 

Para' venture a brodyana vir Ax. ECT) ou. ö 
And right anone thou ſhalte ſe wele 0 1 285 ö | | 
That circle cauſe anothir whele. uk ni #0387 | | 
And that the thirde, and ſo forthe, brother,, | | 
Every circle cauſinge other 0 24 ql ol | | 


. „ „ —— 2 


Moch brodir than himſelſin wWas, 16wqw ei bin 


— 


And thus from roundil to compas 904 Rix 290 | 
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Eche aboutin othir goinge d part cl . 
'Yeauſith of othirs ſteringe cite 3614 JO 
Tyl that it be ſo far gag ĩ 
That ir at bothe brinkis be, 2395 
Although thou mayiſt it not ſe | - 41191 58tH 
Above, yet gothe it alwaye under, 
— . | 
eee Cary," Nd {hw ell 
——— ear nr and t' 
That loude or pryve* yſpokin is, . 
-Ymovith firſte un eyre about 7 — 
And of his movinge out of doute | 
Anothir eyre anone is moved. 305 
As l have of the watir proved, © oo 
That every circle cauſith other 
Right ſo of eyre, my lev brother, Nana 
© Everiche eyre anothir ſteritt zin 
WW N 
Or voiſe or noyſe, or worde or red | 
Aye through multiplicaciowne, 
Tyl it be at The Houſe of Fame, 
Take it in erneſt or in game, 
nnn | 
Howe ſpeche or ſowne of pure kinde | 
— uh id a i Abend dank 


Bolle IT, THE HOUSE OF FAME» 


And that ſame kindly ſtede Nis, ö 
That every thinge enclined to is, 
Yhath alſo his kyndelyche ftede, |: | > +5 
That ſhewith it withoutin dredeag 
That kindely the mancioun nm 
Of everyche ſpeche, of every ſoune, + 
All be it either foule or faire 
Yhath his kindely place in eyre; 
And ſith that every thinge ywis - 
Out of his kindely place wies 
Ay movith thidir for to go, 
Yf that it awaye be therfro, 
As I have before provid the, 
It ſhewith every ſoune perde 
Ymovith kindely to pace 
As up into his kindely places: 
And this place of whiche I the te. 
There as Fame doth yliſte to d well.. 
Is ſette amiddis of theſe thre, 1 
ö Hein, and erthe, and eke the ſe, 

As moſte conſervatife of ſouil; 

Than is this the concluſion 

That every ſpeche of every manne, 
| As 1 the tellin firſte beganne, 
Ymovith up on height to pace 
| Kindely unto Fam'is place. 8 8 

Tellith me this nowe faithfully, + »— 

Have I not provid thus ſimply, _ | 


36 THE HOUSE or FAME. Baie I. 
Withoutin any ſubtilte dba via 000 ent bus. 
Geese neg. (305 Sai nns ilk 
ere 209 nem IT To | 
Oft figuris of poetrie, EH As: 350 
ene rende 20256 2003 p15 Dane 360) 
We u in e he” t: Stig? e Ill 
Fot harde langage and harde matere 
Is incombrous for the to here | 
At onis, woſte thou not wel this? + 335 
And 1 anſwerid and ſaid, Ves. W id 106340 7 
Ah ha! (quod he) lo: ſo1 ean £4 Hen N 
Leudlye unto a leudèe man Nn nuch 
Yipeke, and fhewin him foghe fees og BE. 
That he maye ſhake her by the bylles, 360 
So palpable they ſhuldin bez dives 
But tel me this nowe praye I the, df an go 4A 
Howe thinketh the my/concluſioun? - 
Parde a gode petſuaſioum i oo oo 
(Quod 1) it is, and lyke to be 365 
Right ſo as thou hafteiprovid mwwe. 
By God (quod he) and ksfleve jo 
Thou ſhalte have it or it be eve, > £4613 at t T 
Of every worde of this ſentence 1 (0 65 
A profe by thine experience. 357570 
And with thine eris herin Wwo'l en 
The toppe and taile, and every del, bn 
That every worde that ſpokin is 
Comith into Fame's Houſe ywis Mr JOU 4 ent! 
by 
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5 


Nl JI, Tut yousr or Ann 97 


As I have faide; what wilte thou mort? 375 
And with this worde uppit to ſore ui 11 gu 0 
He began, and faide, By ſainte JIame g . } 
Nowe wyll we ſpekin al of game 
Howe fareſt thou now? quod he to m. 
Right wel, (quod I.) Now ſe Ns es 


By thy trouthe yondir ado mne, 6#f 


pt nga rep reg 78 80 wah 


Or houſe, or any othir'thinge, + {+ Sod. oh 
And whan thou haſte of ought e. 32 

Tho lokith that thou vero agen OY 15 | 
And I anone ſhal tellin the Rom ee w 


How farre that thou arte now chere. n 
And 1 adowne gan lokin tho, A Sang 8 wo 
And behelde feldis and plainis, WOu HHU wer | 
Nowe hyllis and nowe mountainis, 390 
Nowe valeys and nowe foreſti 1d ob 
And nowe eee r T6 Fed's 


Nowe riveris nowe citeis, |. 4 7 7 ö 11 
Nowe townis and nowe beer, Ack 
Nowe ſhippis ſailinge in theſe; . 999393 


But thus ſone in a while he nde t 
Was flowin fro the ee Srl ons an 
That al the worlde, ee 5 275 4 2 111 
No more yſemid than a pricke, ab e 
Or ellis was the eyre ſo thicke 270 4800 
That Ine ae Gt itt att 
With that he ſpake to me ſo ern, 
Folume XIII. Þ 


35 os TRE nous or rau. 51 17, 


And ſaid, Seiſt thou any token, 2e wp at 1 > F 
Or ovgh thatinthirwordevofhoken? ie kak 
F anſwered Naye. Nowondir is, es 


(Quod he) ſor e eee glow HN 99% 
N'as Alexandre”; of Macedon Iougt won H 


Kynge, ne of Rome Dan dello) > be 
That ſawe in dreme awe om 31401 dls wh 
Heven and erthe, hel and paradiſe, zen 410 
Ne eke the bold wretche Bædalus. 
Ne yet his childe, nice Icaru s 
That fleve ſo hie that the hette 
Hys wingis molte, and he fel wete 
In mydde thede; arid there he dreinte, 413 
For whom was made a grete complainte. -* | | | 
Nowe tourne upwarde (quod be) thy face, oY 
This eyre, but loke that thou ne be 
Adrad of *hem that thou ſhalt ſe, PSSOOU en 420 
For in this regioun certai ne 
Of whiche yſpekith Dan Plato 
Theſe ben the eyriſhe beſtis, 1o! ond 4 $144 
And tho ſawe I abthe menye 441᷑5 
That bothe ygone and alſo fiye; ler gt bs 20h 
Lo there eee ue e Arad 1 
Se yondir, to! the Galaxie,” EY 11 ag 1 10 
The whiche men e eee pf, Wag: an! 
For — Iny? 5 7 > 0 


2 Ar Ne 


a 


; Yeallin it han Watlynge ſtrete 114 
That onis was brente with the hetqq̃q̃̃ 
Whan that the ſunn is ſonne the rede, 
Which that hite Phatton, wolde lee 
Algate his fathir's carte and gie. 2470 v1 $4 11438 
The carte horſis gan wel aſpie bo 
5 That he ne coude no govirnaunce, oY 1237197 git CD 
0 And gonin for to lepe and praun e, a 
J And bere him now up and nowe downe - : mite 8 27 
Tyl that he ſawe the Scorpiowne, 4440 
Whiche that in heven a bgne is yit, 1120 {$1 2841 
& And he for fere yloſte his wit bog Sits 300 
Of that, and let the reinis gone 
Of his horſis, and they anone ' (on 7 i A 
1 Sone up to mounte and downe diſcende, 445 
vi Tyl bothe the eyre apdertheybretide, ! 7 1a! 
A Tyl Jupiter; lol at thelnſte- 55 54 4 107 
Hym ſlewe, and fro the carte ycaſte. 
| Lo! is it not a grete miſchaunce | 5 (0 0605 GE. 
- To let a fole bave govirnaunce © (11/4 A$© 
Of thinges that he can not demain s 51 10) zal T 
And with this worde, ſothe for to ſa ine, 
He gan alway uppir to ſor e | 
| And gladid me than more and more | 
A So faithfully to me ſpake he. 15 145g | 
0 Tho gan l to loke undir me | 
Ar And behelde the eyriſhe beſtis 1110195 Wort 914 * 
\ 40 Cloudis, myſtis, and tempiſtis, inisress * 5 


9 


* THE'HOUSK or FAME. Bel IT. 
Snowis, hailis, rainis, and windes, - SV nad i nils 
And the engendringe in ther kindes, TIS 460 
| Althe way besen | came; "| 13+ 080.57 
O God! (quod i] that made Adame, Pia 
Moche in thy myght nd noblenes! id 160 
And tho thought I upon Bocce, - © 
That mics hoot may of hi PEE 
With fethirs of philoſophie 97 i nittog b 
To paſſin everyche element; 
— — Ct: d 165 N 
Than may ben ſene betunde his backe 
Cloude, erthe, and al that bof fpake. e. 470 
Tho gan | wexin in a were 
And ſaid, I wote wel | am here 
But whether in body or in got mog 
I n'ot ywis, but Ood thou woſt, 
For a more clere entendèememit 
N'as to me nevir yet yſent. 
And than thought I on Martian, 
Of al the hevin's region, 
As farre as that | ſawe the preveg, 
And therfore I can hem beleve. 
With that the egle gan to crie, 
Let be (quod he) thy fantaſie?: 
Wylte thou lernin of ſterris ought? | 
Nay, certainly, (quod I) right nought, 


„2 „ Aa AS 2 


- 4 


«ag 


Nie I TEE Hou br rant 4 


And why ? (quod he.) For ũ am olde. 5 wart of 


Or ellis wolde | the have tolde: +) 79 2007 ima rh 


( Quod he) the ſterris namis, lo! Orr a) Yd w wh 
And al the hevin's fignis to, L {ff bs. 
And whiche they be. No force (quod I)) 
Ves perde, (quod he) wolt thou why? | 1047 
For whan thou rediſt po tr 777 
Howe the goddis can ſtelliff ffn 0141297 
A birde, a fyſhe, or him or 3 vad! 98895 
As of birdes the ravyn and N nn! 7 25 99 T 
Or Ariones harpe fuer 2607 42 
Or Caſtor, 1 in 


Or Atalante's donghtirsſeven, [Hg ane) 


How al theſe are yſet in heven, (351 5.500 
For though thou have hem ofte eee 6413 EA 
Yet n'oſt thou nat where that — o u A 
No force, (quod Iʒ) it is no ned 
As wel I leve, ſo God me ſpedeg 21914 
em that writin of this matere 305 
As though l knewe ther placis here 
And eke they ſemia here ſo brihe 
That it ſhulde ſhendin al my ſiaghn et 
To loke on hem. That may wel ben,. 
(Quod he; ) and ſo forth bare he me 310 
A while, and tho began to cri ccc 


That nevir herde | thinge ſo hie: 


Holde up thine hed, for al ĩs wel 
Sainte Julian, lo! bonne boſtel! $EE 4 5 281 325 +? 5 
D aj | 


© 0 — — . 


| 
| 
| 


"4 as 2 * 
= Yor p um 
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Se here The Houſe of Fame, lo! * wiv ja 
Mayiſt thou not here that i do? 4 t $1520 v te 
Here what? (quod I.) menen, 00 
(Quod he) that romblith up and downe n 
In Fam'is Houſe, ful of tidinges $4 9113 aft , UN 
Bothe of ſaire ſpeche and of chidingess, 320 
eee ee oc un wk 
Herkin wel, it is not rownid. ib dug od rut 
ed thou notthe grerdfoough ? Maid 


Ves, perde, (quod I) well ynough. 


And — — hi Lonely NN 
Peter! lyke the' beting of the ſe eee 

(Quod I) againſt the rochis halo w- nm,, 

Whan tempeſtes done ther ſhippis ſwalow, 111 

And that a man ſtande out of doute gun 10 f! 

D Nee L 6 4930 
Or ellis lyke to che humblinge EL 

S 

Whan Jovis hath the eyre ybete, | 

But it doth me for fere to ſwete. oo 1 
Nay, drede the asg ds (esse) 1 

It *is nothing that will bytin the zo © 


' Than Golte have noſhnrawornidye| - es 


| And with that worde both heand 1 
As nighe the place arivid were 
As men might et 1-2 
I ne wiſt howe, but in a ſtrete. ' 
He ſet me faire upon my fete, - 


by 


And ſayid, Walkith forth a pace, d aii bu 
And tel thine adviature and caſe 22 t 
That thou ſhalte finde in Fam' is place, 345 

Nowe (quod 1) while that we have ſpace 1 
To ſpeke, or that Igo fro the, 1 0 ei ba 
For the love of God tellith nme 
In ſothe that 1 will ol the lere, Side ift due dun 
If this ilke noiſe which that I here 536 , 
Be as I have herde the me tell, 41 10 * 0 ban 
Of folke that done in erthe ydwell, 32 12 
And comith here in the ſame wiſe 1 bn# 
As I che herde or this deviſe, ©7017 07 05907 no nn 4 
In all that Houſe that yondir is 
That makith al this louds fare. 

No, (anſwerid he) by Sainte Clare, 
AA GETINEy”: 22 
But o thinge I will warne the, wr, 
Of the whiche thou wilte have wondir 1A 

J. o! to The Houſe of Fame yondir 40 T 
Thou woſte howe comith 6very ſpdite, . n 
It nedith not the eſte to teche ß; 
But underſtande now right wel chis, 0 
Whan any ſpeche ycomin is ert zi Hein HY 
Up to the palais, anong right ahbe amal Ago 4 7 
It wexith like the ſame wight giltb on 05 an pre 
Whiche that the worde in erth 1 54 
Be he clothid in red or blake, 


15 $41 9 IEG 


0 


44 Tu. NOYSEOPFAMEsr Bae. 
And hath fo very his likeneſſe es 
r oaae gel: les h 
That it the ſamè body be wells 14 7 
Wer man og woman; he or he. bot p) 54H 

© And is not this a wondir thinge? 375 
Ves, (quod |) tho by hevinkinges- |. ono! 2 nt 
And with this worde Farewel, (quod he): - 1 
And here wil I abydin the, Haine mon edi. ich 1 
And God of hevin ſends the grace al Ivan 1 a5 vi 
Some gode to lernit6inithis place! « -. wh WOT 380 
And ſ of him toke jede anne 

And gan forth to the palays gone. 2 
IF er IR Pn ade bert 


. ö eg 0-484 
Apollo! thorough thy grete might 
TROL d ee ef: 50 . 
Nowe that I will fer maiſter ie 
Here arte potenciall be ſnew d 58 
But for the rime is lygbt and le w dne 
Yet make it ſomwhat agreable,-/ +) ++ | 
Though ſome verſe , ute cf 11 


81014 
And that I do no diligence ffs il dre 3 
To ſhewin craſtè but 8 wo 51 36117 9451410 


And if that divine virtue ton 
Wilte helpin me to ſhewin nowe |, 


. 


That in my hed ymarkid isn, TT 
Lo! that is for to menin this, Auel dsl 8 #41 1 
The Houſe of Fame eee abi 
Thou ſhalt yſe me go as blive: © Ks gu. 
Vato the next laurir l ſe, oO. 2111 4 world tad 
And kyſſe it for it is thy tre 
Nowe entre in my breſt anone-. eee 1 
ee eee e bod 18 
1 gan beholde upon this place, ae id: bag” 
And certaine or I furthir paſſe n How 21 
I wol you al the ſhape deviſ e 
EVE e de es ee iin 1 * 
Howe [ gan to this place approche, Mage | 25 
That ſtode upon ſo hie à roche. 1 „K 
Hyir yſtandith none in Spain 
But up I clambe with mochil paine, 7 +Lorttigu 5% 
And though to clime ygrevid nme 
Yet I ententife was to ſx/, 30 
And for to porin wondre gags om M i913 22a T 
If I coude any wiſe yknowe '' 7 073778 wa dug 
what manic on thi roche yu Ar to toi 
For it was lyke a liniid glas 
But that it ſhone ful more dere, } 1190907267 ff Worg - 
But of what congelid matere hail jars flo K3 
It was L ne wiſte redily;” ; e en chi 
But at the laſte eſpyid l, ii A mort 2, aan 
And founde that it was everydele  ' 0h 
A roche of yſe and not of ſtels ? 
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THE/HOUSB OF-rAMEs Nell. 


Thought I, by Saint Thomas of Kent Fett al ad 
This were a feble ſoundem ent 
| 7 

1 


To buildin on a place ſo hig 
He ought hym lite to gloriße 8 210 abt fa ne 
That heron builte, God ſo me ſave. - D 0448 
| . doi en 12 
With famous folkis namis ſ ele 
That haddin ben in mochil wele, Fei anl. 
And ther famis full wide iblowe, qu 91043 nau 1 
But well unnethis might | knowe! | ' 241443150 5 
Any lettiris for to rede 
Ther namis by, foront of drede.. 414 bas 6071 i 
Thei werin almoſte'of thawedſo i: .: 14 | + £ 
That of the lettirs onę or two doo 
Were molte awaie of every name, 35 
eee ee aer Natal ] 
But men ſaic, What mgie.evir laſt? _ F150; 
- Tho gan I io myne herte caſt nns 7 4 
That thei were n 10 hae 
And not awaie nem „ Vas unos 60 
For on that othir ſide lſey | | 
Of this hill, that northward os ur 1 
How it was writin ſyll of names 
Of folke that had afore — wa Af le tl 
Of olde tyme, and yet thei were 65 
As freſhe as men had written hem there 
The ſelf daie, or that verry houre, 2 ci $5QP0t bal. 
That i on hem began to pour 


* 


4 


n 1 LIL it 3; 
= 


Of a caſtill that ſtode on hie 
And ſtode eke in ſa cold a place 15 Hut bas a! 
That hete ne might it not de face. 


Tho gan [ on this hill to gon, 77 


And found upon the coppe a . | 4D tl A793 rf 


That all the men that ben on livre 


Ne han the connyng to diſcri tile 


The beaute of that ilkè placfc ee 
Ne coudin caſtin no compacgeeaeae 80 


Soche an othir fox to yma ne 
That might of beautie be his make 
Ne one ſo wondirly iwrou ght. ST 
That it aſtonĩeth yet my thought, 
And makith all my witte to anale, a myFy 
Upon this caſtill for to chinke, 1.10 4102 ad DA 
So that the wondir grete beautie, ' | 46! 5442 5004 7 
Caſte, craft, and curioſitie, „Got „ins bu, 
Ne can I not to you deviſc/ac 9636 1? 


My witte ne maie me not ſuffiſe, 15115 90 


But nathèleſſe all the ſubſtaunce» - 57 © ot ts 
I have yet in my remembraunce; © 3 8 20D 
For why ? me thoughtin, by __ Gile, nA 
That all was ſtone of berile: 157141705 bitt 


Bothe the caſtill mane rg 102 o $6 of : 


And eke the hall and every bou rec, 


Bile £7. Tur wovsrior Ante * 
But well I wiſts what it made, 10 S iwo 


Wee ene ge iff ee 5 
All the writyng ex Iu 2165101809 2A. * 


— 
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And eke in eche of the pinacles 


4k run nobel o rarer l II. 


dane and full ke of windowes, 5 bot 56 


— 


Ywerin ſondrie habitacles, wb bt N 
In whiche ſtodin all withoutin 105 


Ofall manir of minſtral s 
And jeſtours, that tellin talis i r Sh, r 91 


Bothe of wepyng and eke of game, 


There herde I playing on an harpe, 
That yſounid bothe well and ſharpe, 


And all that longith unte Fame: 110 
: 


Hym Orpheus full craſtily, 


And on this othir fide faſt by e 
Yſatte the harpir Orion 115 
Apd Gacides Chirloe n. 4 
And othir harpirs many one, nate 994 


And the Briton Glaſkirion, 


And ſmal? harpirs with ther glees / nolb den 16H. 
Satte undir hem in divers fees, 120 
And gone on hem upwarde to gape, 1 
And counterfaited hem as an ape 
Or as Crafte counterfeitith Kinde. - r H 

Tho ſawe I ſtandin hem behinde, . 234-539 ds 


Afarre from ie ee „ian oda 
Many a thouſande tymis twelve, 4 ef} wets errors 10 
That madin loud? miuſtralſies 552] 1 brad r 
In coramuſe and eke in ſhalmies, HE #Etabbout 
And in many an othir pipe, ar has 12ers iis bak 
That craftily began to pis- 130 
Bothe in douced and eke in rede, U tt vi 4 A. 
That ben at feſtis with the hrede/ 199! ot 
And many a floite and litlyng horne, ian 
And pipis made of grenè corne 7h DT 
As have theſe little herdẽgromees 1237 
That kepin beſtis in the brames. 

There ſawe | then Dan Citherus, Ca ννꝭ¹t 10 
And of Athenes Dan Profetus, LIMITS nd! wo > 923 101 
And Mercia, that loſteherſkinne +/+ 5 vi? 2/1] 
Boche in the face, bodie, and chinne, 10 
For that ſhe would envyin, lol Nalgene 
To pipin bette than Apollo. bas eng NA 

There ſawe l famous eld and Tang 1d beR 
Pipiris of all the Duche tong, tr bio 
To lernin love dauncis ſpeingis ritto H N 
Reyis, and the ſtraunge thingis⸗ bo bor 

Tho ſawe I in ati othir place, + lt ho bs 
Yſtandyng in a large ſpace, - anne Aigem dit HA 
Of hem that makin blodie ſounn nend ae 
In trumpe, beme, and clatioun, * ge 
For in fight and in blodeſhedynges on 
Is uſid glad clarionynges. rant tent N HAAS 
 Folume XIII. E 
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30 THE HOUSWor mann .. 
There herde I trumpin Meſſenu s 
Of whom that ſpekith Vargilius. $ ohngthcont a vu 
There herd | Joab truitipe alſo; 510) 1233 
Theodomas, and othis m bi tans it 
And all that uſid clarioo˖nn pon nl nn 
In Caſteloigne and Aragon, 61 ned yifnter wt T 
e rai eee ti St yet 
To lernin ſawe I trumpin there. 1 * 1 160 
There ſawe l ſit in othir ſees, noh 8 vnn ha 
Playing on othir ſondrie glee s, 
Whiche chat I can not now nevinn n, 
Mo then ſterris ben in hevin, ni sind Dias cd 
Of whiche | n ill as now not rime * 5126 ug 
eee e ace A 231 a to b 
For Tyme lief, this knowin e, Net £552.10 DaA 
By no waie maie recovered be. N 8 5 ai Sion 
| There fave | paying kee. mon zm 15175 201 
Magiciens and tragètours, args $9701 170 
And Phetoniſſis charmereſſis 


And olde witchis and ſortereſſis, ou to cit 


That uſen exorfiſacions + Yeo! an QT 
And eke ſubfumigacions, [27 10 031587 DÞs var 
And clerkis eke which connin well 175 
All chis magike hight Naturell. 
That craftily doe ther ententes 10 
Do maken in certain aſcendenteeesůk nt 
Imagis, lo! through e eee bas Nu ai 107 
To maken a man ben whole or ſikeQ. 1280 


* T <F a 4 
1 S + 5. X's IM. 1 g 


un rue ö öh Anne 5x 
There ſawe I the Quthe Medea, ton ff on 11 
And Circe and Calijaptiiazt 55 „ 
There ſawe 1 Hermes Ballenus, „eV AI S 10 
Limote, and eke Symon Magus 
There ſawe I, and ykue we bymame, bal 51x84 
That by ſoche arte doen men have fame. 
There ſawe eke Coll Trage tout. 
Upon a table of ficamouts r nw 22 267 
Playin an uncouth thyng to tell 
I ſawe hym cary a windemeRl-:: © 1590 
Undir a walnote ſhal es. 
e What ſhould I makin lengir tale? ů „ vil bot 
Of all the peple that I fey ©! ln 7 [Iitnen Snwo 110 
I could not tell till dom ide. „& 
When l had all this | Sd eu an 
And founde me loce and not yholde, nimos Cn baA 
And I amufid a longe WI 
Upon this wall all of beril ese 
That ſhone lightir then any glass,, 011007 
And made well more then it Po and vun Tous 
As it kindely thing of Fame is, 121 10-945 We 
And then right anone n | Hal 5117 3s ofT 
I gan forthe romin till i fonde 1nd 
The caſtill yate on my right honde, by TS 1677 
Whiche all ſo well ycorvin w: as 205 
That nevir ſoche an othirn'as,' oh 2 nod 10 
Aud yet it was by avinture-/ 44 (7 rick 0: baht 
Iwrought by grete and ſubtill curemam 
E iy * 


$2 Tun govororralie; un. 
It nedith not you morets tellen 49 7 
To makin you to long to dwellen; © © -»=i 210 
— 2212 vt: 
Ne of compacis ne karvyuges, nn 2 
—— in maſunrice; ! | 
As corbettis and imageries. 
But Lorde, fo faire x was to ewe! 
rr 1255 
— Eeger © 12 
There met | crying many one, 
A larges, larges! holde up rr 
God fave the ladic of this pell, 
Our owne gentill Ladie Fame, Me 21 
eee eee eee 7 70 f 
Qfus! Thus heard I eryin all,. 1 n 
And ſhoke noblis and ſtarlyngis, + n 
And corounid were as kyngis 
a Ee; EEE 
nit eee es ey u % 1 
Were on ther clothis truily. iff 
Ibo at the laſt eſpyid [+ || 
That purſevauntes and heraudis, 
It werin all; and every man 
Of hem, as | you tellin can, 
Had on him throwin a veſture 
Whiche men yclepe a cote armure, 
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Embroudirid wondirlyriche;' 7 606 nee 5h 
As though thei werin not iliche; © 4 06 04 097 
But nought will I, ſo mote I thrive, en 7 3nd 3 
Be now aboutin to diſcrive | © 240 
All theſe armis that there weren 12701 2H 
ee Weng ni pr £ HR E bit as th 1 
For to me were impoſſible, e. 
Men might make of hem a Bible 
Full twentie fote thicke as | trowe, 41245 
For certain who ſo coud it kno wwe 
Ymight there all the armis ſere 4 
Ol famous folke that er had bene 
In Affrike, Europe, and Aſie, 4 die as 520k ae 
Sithins firſt began chivalrie. Hina 
Lo! how ſhould l now tell all this 120041 2 
Ne of the hall eke what-nede is at a} 33 2z4L 
To tellin you? that every wall 
Of it, and rofe, and flore withall, & £21 de ud Jud 
Was platid halfe a fotè thicke 42435 
Of golde, and that ne was not wicke, reli haT 
But for to provin in all wiſe 1b A 54] Ann DK 
As fine as ducket in Veniſ e 
Of whiche to lite 3 7 02595201 be 
And thei were ſet as thicke of ouchis 22860 
Fine, of the finiſt ſtonis faire 1 2: 5] 06457 
That men reden in the lapidaire, 11 vlatetrz2 wil 
| ne Os PIPES AMORE: at 0:42 2f2l an iT 
But it were all to long to rede 
ih * 


CI 


44 rut none ona, Nn 
The namis, and therefore i pace. r 611175 abs 
But in this luſtic and riche place. 
That Fam'is Hall ycallid was,, | -- 5 4 1 
Full mochil pres of folke — d. tat; uit 
Ne crouding, for to r * r HA 
But all on hie above a dee 427570 
Satte in a ſe imper ill 
"That made was of rebitiroiatl! zoe zdxiin dal 


Whiche that a carbuncleiscalled, Urn 21 

1 ſawe perpetually iſtalled ads G HN . T 

A femine creture, iis awd +6 o89y 
That nevir formid by Nature $104 4170032 140, 
Was ſoche an othir thyng . 64 Arn 
For althirfirſte, the ſothe AY 18 ä 


Me thoughtin that ſhe was ſo lite 
That the ſmale length of a cubite eff 280 


Was lengir than ſhe ſemid be, +: go aul 
But thus ſone in a while ſhe - ton but 10 
Her ſc the wondirly 5dreiche l bis 7 
That with her fete ſhe th exthe yreight, + / 


And with her hedde ſhe touchid heven, 2283 
There as ſhinith the ſterris ſevenn 


And thereto yet, as to my wit, * 
1 in a grete wondir yit, 

Upon her eyin to beholde, Y 
But certainly' [ F 290 
For as fele eyin haddin ſhe WOW 1 
As fethirs upon foulis be. d 


Or werin on the beſtis ſou rte 
anne eee of 1:41 ods 8 
As writeth [hon in the Apocalyps,” Og 
He here, that wasowndie and rips, | 
Az burnid golde it ſhone to ſe. aud eu: h 
And, ſothe to tellin alſo, fre 
Had alſo fele upſtandyng eres, 
And tongis as on beſt ben heres, 300 
And on eee eee Eren 1 hg wst akk 
Partrich'is wingis redililjxySy 509 8855 122 
But Lorde the prin the rice 2171791) 
I ſawe ſittyng on the goddeſſe, 4 Hast 
And the hevinly melodie - 169% 10 38104 e 
Of ſongis full of armon ie 
I herde about her trone iſong, 9 2881 
That all the palais wall yrong! 1 \ 
So ſonge the mightie Muſe, he. u +: iN. 
That clepid is Calio fe 310 
And her ſevm ſuſtirin eke, | 
That in thet facis ſemin meke, 
And evirmore eternally —- + 
Thei ſongin of Fame; tho heard I, nr 
Yheried be thou and thy name, ogg 
Goddeſſe of Renoun and of Fame! - 
Tho was l aware at the laſt, 
As I myne eyin gan upcaſt; + ach FA 
That this ilke grete and noble quene + 
Upon her ſhuldirs gan ſuſtene 
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Bothe the armis and the name 
Of tho that e ee non et BOOT 
Alifander and Hercules,, ont 2. 
That with a ſhexte his life did leſe ;: MM 
And thus founde I ſittyng 4 ay bl n IA 
In noble honour and richeſſc,, 4A bor 
Of which I ſtinte a while nor, oe 045t 
Of othir thing to tellin . 
Tho ſawe l ſtande on: th? other-fideg--: 1- . na hd f 
Streight doune unto the doris berge iw 8; 511830 


From the dees many a pillere ' $30.1 168 

.Of metall that ſhone e 19 eiae 

But though thei were of no richeſſe | ls bom 
Yet were thei made for grete nobledTe,, | $140 


And in hem was there grete ſentence, 1. | 1 
S os viirendny cc, 11 Tis Asch L 
Of which to tellin will I fonded. 

Upon a pillir ſawe I ſtonde,, + + (mh ln 14 
Alderfirſt there l yſie, £ þ 1 nei mos oft af 
Upon a pillir ſtonde on hie 340 
That was of lede and iron fine 
Hym of the ſectè Saturnine, 0 NB f 
The Ebraike Joſephus the old, 3 war 
That of the Jewis geſtis told, 10 N to Silbe 
And he bare on his ſhuldirs hie 3345 


All the fame up of the Jute 
And by hym ſtodin othir ſeven, +++ oo 
Full wiſc and worthie ſor to nt ve n 


n Tat nber 92 
To helpe hym berin up the charge, 
It was ſo eee ene 340 has , 590 
And for thei writtin of battail ess 
As well as of othir marvailesj 95:1! - 5 lond bot 
Therefore ywas, lo I this pillerez+ , 1-2 to 2d» bbs | 
Of the whiche 1 you tellin ere), 
Of lede and iron bothe iwis; 913 2202 0975 17 335 
For iron Mart is metall is nn nnd Do 
Whiche that the god is of Battle, 128 em 
erer nee en pap ſe: ts U π 
Is, lo! the metall of Satuen /e bot 1. 
That hath ful n 11 wn were Fi 360 
To ſtandin forthe on eithir .be 
Of hem whiche that l bal pate 210112 184K 
Though I by ordir hem not tell, 
To makin you to long to d welle aww H 
Theſe, of the whiche l gan to rede, 981 363 
Theſe ſawe I ſtandin out of drede qu 5100 died to tT 
Upon an iron pillir firong, 8021, 2uUrq 10 ems = i 
That paintid was allendHong © © 559m (11 / 
With tigr'is blode in every plc 
The Tholaſon, with that height Sar, | * 40 4 370 
That bare of Thebis up the name 2179 4 P 
Upon his ſholdirs, and the fame 5 8 5:1 nt bu 
Alſo of cruill Achilles; © 514 6) is void mort] 
And by hym ſtode withoutin leſei 
Full wondir hie on a piller Her! zich! yaw 375 
Of iron he the gebn, e gen no zov en 
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And with him Daregand Titus * 


Before, and eke he Lolliuggan:! ©! bins „„ 
And Guido eke de Colump nis 12 46) boA 


And Engliſhe Galfride gkewisz: 1116 380 
> And eche of cheſe azhhive joye, ol. kw y Srobor all 


Was buſie for to bere up Truhe, % | 211-4 b oils 10) 
So hevie thereof was the fame, d bow ob yt 10 


That for to bere it was no game; ei 548 noni 101 


But yet | gan full well eſpie #4 Loy v3 38713 54 385 
Betwene hem was a ntlelensie : 
One ſaĩed that Omer made lie 
And ſeinyng in his poetries ss,, 
And was to the Grekesfavourahle, 301 ibo F 
And therefore de die t but fahle- 4390 
Tho ſawe I ſtandę un à pillere 
That was of tinnid iron clere, ö no nizarn'o's 
Him the Lating-poete: Virgile,' 3:7 +61 1s ,3t3d 1 
That hath bore up ale he 
The fame of pius ZEneas. ,+-%!! 4illlg 001! 3095 
And nexte hym on a pillit wass e, WT 
Of coppir Venus clerke O vide. 
That hoth yſqwin 'wondirs wide t1 AT 
The gretè god of Lows fame, ; 244S0T lo Sud tad Tt 
And there he bare up well his name T7 40 
Upon this piller al ſo hie, wolli Ilie OHH 
As | might ſe it wie myne eye; 1 nh 
For why this hall whereof l rede Si $ibtow 11:51 
Was woxe on height, and length, and brede, /\- 1! |. 
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Well more by a thouſande dels 405 
Than it was erſt, that ſawe I wel. In S150 317 1 
Tho ſawe | on a pillir bßßß 0h tn v0 TL 
Of iron, wrought fullſternily)))yyy)yyyy os 
The grete poste, him Dan Lucan n, = 
That on his Holders hase tory 97% dl. | 
As hie as that I might it ſ s, 
The fame of Julius and Pompe, ige io baia 13230 
And by hym ſtadin all theſe clerkes 
That write of . 3109 boil 
That if I would ther namis tel!!! "4s 
Tho all to long ymuſt I dwell. all 10-119; 
And nexte hym on a pillir ſtod¶n-e oe 
Of ſulphure, liche asche were:wodez 7 75 0 
Dan Claudian, ſothe for to tell 
That bare up all the fame of hell, 4440 
Of Pluto and of Proſerpine, * ine ch mal Bak 
That quene is of the derkè pigsmee 9 
What ſhould I more tellin e 12 JO 
The hall ywas all full ĩwis ny 58H] te ry 
Of hem that writtin old jeſtes 435 
As ben on += ee walich 239511 1G 107 
But it a full cablaſemattere. 2:1 020) nibbed id 
Were all theſe zee een 5 i ger il. 
That thei of write, and — 87 
But while that Wan ui tl 01 436 
I herde a noiſe approchin blive, {ack 44 
That farcth as borxdpen — 2 1edf rot 
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And ſome of hem e Sort att 
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Axenſt ther tyme of out flying, Ye + 8 Y 2 Nom 1 


Right ſoche a manir murm¹,ů ng i 067 
For all the worlde it ſemid rwmgdeaqqCC. 435 


Tho gan I loke about; and ſe edu now HO 


That there come entryng into the? hall! 


— dog a2:hboa acne ud 
HEE gens,” wigim d es dt 2A 
Of all kind of condicions l, x e 
— leaded « N. bud 
Bothe pore and riche; and al ſo ſone 
As thei were come into the hall {1 
Thei gan on kneis doune to fall 1 1 
Before this ilkè noble quene = aer 
And ſayid, — ſhene!- 110 
Eche of us of thy grace a ban. ee net] 


And ſome ſhe warnid well and faire, Aas © $118 3 'S; 
eee ei 9(1/45/1 268 
Of ther aſkyng all uttarlie; 1 


n 129 41 46 
For of theſe folke full well IwN]i t 
Thei haddin gode fame echedefetaddy.. 455 
Although thei were diverſly ſerv ed, 
Right as her ſiſtir Dame Fortune 

Is wont to ſer vin in'commune. | 

"Hem that gan her of grace to praie,' _. 
3 
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And yet, lo! all this compwtt 5” 4 7 ont 
Yfaidin ſothe, and not u h:: rpc ro P 
Madame, (thus ſayid theĩ) we be (i141 FF | 
Folke whiche that here beſechiuũ tie 
That thou grauntin us now gode womr Nu s 
And let our workis have you wages nu bn⸗ 
Ia fall recompenſacion 17 oy ua B+ al 
Of gode worke give us gode robo. ME WT x. 
warne it you (quod ſhe anone} © bio 
Ve gettin of me gode Fame none 470 
By God, and therefore go yo,, je.. 
Alas, (quod thei) and Welawale!!! 
Tellith us what your cauſe maie bee. 
For that me liſte it not, (quod ſhe.) 4 
No wight ſhall ſpeke of you wis 475 
Ne gode ne harme, ne that ne this. din Ba 
And with that worde ſhe gan to call e baſk 
Her meſſengir that was in hall 
And bad that he ſhould faſt ygone, e kf 
Upon pain to be blinde anone, | 
For Æolus, the god of Winde, ory 2 
In Thrace there ye ſhall hym yſinde, t 
And bid hym bryng his clarion 
That is full divers of his ſoun, Nai F 
And it is clepid Clerè Laude, ' 485 
With whiche he wont is to heraude 5 Per 
Hem that me liſt ĩpraiſid be; A WR 
And alſo bid hym how that ge 
Falume XIII. F | 
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Bryng eke his othir clarioun, bs bak 
b b 1 4907 
With whiche he wont is to diffame pet 
Hem that me liſt — 

This meſſengir gan ſaſt to gone 
And founde where in a cave of ſtone, in 
In a countre which that hight wee 495 
This Zolus with barde grace 70 


Yhelde the windis in diſtreſſe, ＋ N 
And gan bem undir hym nets thay 
That thei gone as the beris rr. 
He bounde and preſſid hem ſo ſore. 5 900 


This meſſengir gan faſt to cri, 


Riſe up (quod he) and faſt the hie 


Untill thou at my ladie ber wu 
And take thy carionscke with he. LTH bog alt” 
And ſpede the faſt : and he anone -- 3056 
Toke to him one that hight rose. 5 1 
His clarions to berin tho, | 1 ha 
And let a certain winde ygo, ; 85 ei 
That blewe ſo kidouſly and hies 
That it ne leftè not a cim JI 
In all the welkin long and brode. bk 
This Zolus no where abode 
Till he was come to Fam is fete, 


And eke the man that Triton hete,, 


And there he ſtode as till as ſtones  ' 535" 


Sad here withall there came anone 


Boke III. Tur NU 08 rA. * By 
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An othir huge companie” 7 2 
Of gode folke, and began to ctcie 
Ladie! grauntith us now gode Fame, | 5 nn | 
And let our workis have that name, 310 


Now in honour of gentilneſſmm. 
And al ſo God your ſoule-yblefle, + 21. ns 
For we han well deſervid iti... 
Therefore is right that we be qui. tht ar 
As thrive I (quod ſhe) ye e 315 
Gode workis ſhall yow not availe Rows al 


To have of me gode Fanie as mow me 
But wote ye what? I grauntin owe 120 10 200 
That ye ſtalb haulu a ſurevde name, 
And wickid loos and worſè Fame, 390 
Though ye gode loos have well deſer ved; 
Now goeth your wWaie, for ye ben ſerved. 
And thou Dan olus, (quod ihe) 1! 21: 4) 
Take forthe thy trompe-anone; let fe; + + 1 | 
That is iclepid Sclaundlir light,, . "885 | 
And blowe ther loos, that every wide A 
Speke of hem harnte and ſnreudineſſe 
In ſtede of gode and worthineffe,/ + > , 1 
For thou ſhalt trumpe all the contrai ie 
Of that thei have doen well and faire. 340 
Alas! thought I, what avintures 
Yhavin theſe ſorie cretures, WH 
That thei emongis al the pres 
Should thus be ſhamid giltiles! 


eee Dole II. 


But what ? it muſt nedis ybe;. yg 545 
'What did this Molus? but hjhe "I 
' Toke out his blackè trompe of bras, 
das foulir then chadenlh mans - ic - 


And gan this trompe for to blowe 4 
As all che worlde ſhould ovirthrowe: , 330 
Y went this foule trump'is ſoun - 

As ſwift as pellit out of gonne | 0 
When fire is in the poudir ronne, 
eee $77 l 
Out of the foulè trumpꝰ is ende, * 
Blacke, blue, and genie, mais, recs, 
A doith where that men melte lede, + 
And therta ang thyng fawe 1 well. 360 
That ay the ferthir that it ranne TIS Hy 
The gretir weyin it heganne, Is 

As daeth the rivir fram a well, bh 
Andie fankedafhepineet belts: ad N {rnb 
Alas! thus was ther ſhame irong, 365 
And giltleſſe, on every tong fo { 
Tho came the thirde companie,, | 
And gone up to the dees to hie, 15 , 
And doune on knees thei fell anone, ? by 
And ſaidin, Wanne el e 
Folke that yhan full trailie 1 i» 8 
Deſervid Fams rightfullie, T end E 


Right as it is, and forthe yblowe. £22 ©] 500% Mid, 
I, graunte, (quod ſhe) for no me liſt. 375 

That your gade workis ſhall be wiſt, 
And yet ye ſhall have bertir loo . 
Right in diſpite of all your foos, FF 
Then worthie is, and that anne. bo "3 441% 
Let now (quod he) thy tramp gone, 880 
Thou ZEolus, that is ſo black ᷑ ñͥ 
And out thyne othir trumpꝭ take 
That hightin Laude, and blowe it ſo 9 
That through the Wn . Wh 0s 


All eſily and not to faſt, | 
| That it de esel eh Tatts ag aut 
Full gladly, ladie eee e 2 


And out his trumpe of golde he braled iy, 
Anone, and ſet it to his'mouthe; © 17 2 5:49 

And blewe it eſt, and welt, and ſouthe, - . 390 
And northe, as loude as any thondeerrrF 
That every wight hath of it wonder, r 19133 76 4 
So brode it ran or thatitftent 5 0 04) 1975 
And certis all the breth that went 


Out af his trump'is mouthe yſmelde 0 
As men a potte full of baume de 
Emong a baſkit full of roſes; aH 045ml bag 
This favour did he to ther loſes; 0 6 7 4 2 


And right with this I gan eſpie | * 
There came the fowirth companie, 666. 
EF i 3 
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But what? it muſt nedis ybs;/ + 545 
What did this Zolus? but he as #1 155 
| Toke out his black? trompe of bras, 

That foulir then the devill was, 

And gan this trompè for to blowe 1771 
As all the worlde ſhould ovirthrowe: 330 
Throughout every regiounn 1 194 
Yweat this foule trump' is ſoun 33 f 
As ſwift as pellit out of gonne 
When fire is in the poudir ronne, ö 
A 7 5 
Out of the ſoulè trumpꝰ is ende, Moor th.lk 
Blacke, blue, Lauten Fwactſhe, wid” 

Az doith where that men meke lede, 

Lo! all on fie from the tewell; -- + - ; 
And therta eng.thyng fawe 1 well, 360 
That ay the ferthir that it anne 
The gretir weyin t/beganae, + 

As doeth the rivir fram a well, 7y 
And it ſtankeas the pitte of hell: 1211 tir to 
And giltlefſe; on every tong | [ 
Tho came the thirde companie,, || | 
And gone up to the dees to hie, 7 


And doune on knees thei fell anone, 
And faidin, We ben 2 370 
Folke that yhan full truilie 8 1447 558, 


Deſervid Fame rightfullie, 


Sole N. nnn 1 
And prayin you t might be ko·eee 
Right as it is, and forthe yblo w-. 
Igraunte, eee — 188 

That your gade workis ſhall be wiſ t. 

And yet ye ſhall have bertir loos 5 nt 2h 
Right in diſpite vb ee vere gl 196 546413 
Then worthie is, and that aunene. * 75 f 4 
Let now (quod ſhe) thy trumpꝭ gone, 880 
Thou Kolus, that is ſo black e, +61 Ta 
And out thyne othir trumpꝭ take 
That hightin Laude, and blowe it ſ o 


That through the nnen Fame e 8 
All eſily and not to faſt, 5 385 
| That it be knowin week talc: Fi 4112 t FE 


Full 6 % 215005 hug 
And out his trumpe of golde he braied bunt 
Anone, and ſet it to his mouthe, KH 22 nbi 
And blewe it eſt, and welt, and ſouthe, 390 
And northe, as loude as any thondeerr,re/ 
That every wight hath of it wonderr:Ʒ06W 
So brode it ran or that ĩt/ſtent; bod HA 
And certis all the breth that went 
Out af his trump'is mouthe yſmelde 3895 
As men a potte full of baume idee 
Emong a baſkit full of roſes; aut 03.207 DOE 
This favour did he to ther loſes; © bs or 4:8 
| And right with this | gan eſpie + v4 a. 

There came the fowirth companie, *-** ” 606 
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But certaine thei were wotidir fewe, 


And gonne to ſtandin on a rewe, 


Amid ſaidin,Certis, Jadie bright?) © 


We have doen well with alour might, 
But we ne kepe to havin Fame; 
Hidith our workis and our name dh 


For Godd'is love, for certis wwe 


Have ſurely doen it for bounte, (dt bs 
And for no manir othir thyng. 

I grauntin you all your aſkyng. 
(Quod ſhe;) let your workis be dedde. 


With that about I tourned my-hedde, _ 


Au ſawe anone the fivith rout, 
That to this ladie gan to lout, 

And doune on knees anone to fall, 
And to her tho beſoughtin all 

To hidin ther gode workis eke, 

And ſayid, thei yeve not a leke 

For no Fame, ne po ſoche renoun, 

For thei for contemplacioununn 
And Godd'is love had it ywrought, 
Ne of Fame wouldin thei have nought. 
What! (quod the) and be ye fo wode ? 
And wenin ye for to doe gode 

And for to have of that no Fame ? 
Have ye difpite to have my name? 
Naie, ye ſhall lyin everichone. 

Blow ith thy trumpe, and that anone, 
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Bike Uf. Tat noust op rann OS 
(Quod ſhe) thou olas, I hote wm 
And ring theſe folkis workes by not, 630 
That all the worlde maie of it here 
And he gan blowe ther 1 15 zune ST 
Within his goldin clarioun, nn ons oh 
That through the worlde ven the an 71 
Al ſo kindely and eke fo ſoſe * | 
That ther Fame was yblowe . urn 13 = 0 93 

And tho came the ſixt compuni, ond . 
And gonin faſt to Fame to crie 5 8 10 % 
Right verily i in this manere; icht ti DAE Hit L543 
Thei ſaidin, Mercie, ladie dere! 60 


To tellin certain us it ĩi?mi tan oo ge 
We have doen neithir that ne this,, 
But idill all our life hath be} los 2 1h 


But natheleſſe yet prayin ode 
That we maie have as gode a fame, (6843 
And grete renome and knowin name 
As thei that have doe noble jeſtes, er ese 


And have ache vid all ther 3 | mold EU 
As well of love as othir thyng, wh gigs iL 
All was us nevir broche ne 758. 630 
Ne ellis what fro women pee 6) i 142 elo attÞ 
Ne onis in ther herte iment. 


To maken us onely frendly ain | «9 979 

But mought ytemin us on bere [1 ts 
Yet let us to the peple ſeme 1:4 +) 633 
Soche as the worlde mae of us deme 2 


That women lovin us for cose W224 I och bout) 
dt mall do us asmochil gode, teds nalrban 
Sa Credits cette; a lis ed 
The — — 660 
As we had wonnin with labour, 
For that is d yBought/ honour,” 21 gone 
At the regard of our grete eſe; to bs 5e 0 15 
: eee ** 1519-365: | 
Let us beholdin ehe thereto '- + 6565 
Worthie; and wiſe, and gode alſo, Rel ainen With 
And riche, and happie unto love | 
Far Godd'is love that ſitteth above 
Though we maie not the bodie have' 1 i 
Of women, yet, Io God mee, 676 
eee once wo iis Hidin 
Suffifith that we have the Fame: | 

I graunt it, (quod ſhe) by rev. 
W ee ü | 
Take out thy trumpe of golde, {qnod 600 11695 
And blowe as thei have aſkid me, 
That every man wene hem at eſfſe 
Although thei go in full badde leſdGGGGCGG.. 
This Zolus gan it ſo blowe Fo rev cli os 
That through the worlde it was iknowe. 680 

Tho came the ſeventh route anone, 
And fill on kneis everichone, Sc ie 
And ſayid, Ladie, graunte us ſone A 
'The ſame thyng, the ſamè bone, 5 
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Which that this nexte folke you have ng + 685 

Fie on you (quod ſhe) everichone! > bay\ 
Ye naſtie ſwine, ye idle-wretches, s,, 
Fullfillid of rottin flowe.tetches!-:- -| 1+ +7 244 
What! falſe thevts, where ye wolde 


Ben famid gode, and nothyng node 690 


Deſer vin why, ne nevir thought... 
Men rathir you to hangin ug. 
For ye be like the llepie cat, Udon mes 0-4 
That would have fiſhe, but woſt thou what? 

He woll nothyng wete his cla wis: 693 


Evill thrifte come to your ja wis, 


e ? en bag 
Or doe favour you: to-avauntes!; 174; » 2M 14 '. 

Thou Zolus, thou Kyng of Thrace 

Go blowe this folke a ſorie grace en 4; oh 1 190% 
(Quod the) mend weibbtbos? io val. 
As I ſhall tellin the right nowe ; : +7 © 0 1 14, 
eee 20m N 
Have and do no kinde of labour... 


X 


Ne do no gode, and yet have — ch 91:52 o yo 


And that men wende that belle 1 * 03 nag hn 
Ne coude hem not of love werne 458 
And yet ſhe that yęrint at querne | sf ont Is 1640 
Is al to gode to eſe ther herte.- 2 70 004 


This Rolus anone up ſterte, «. ,-- 11) 710 


And with his blacke clarioun is ale 2023 HE £11144 0 12 
He gan to blaſin out a ſoun / 14542 ot oncl 112 2 # 
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As loud as bellith Winde in hel, 
And cke therwith, the ſothe to teil 
This ſowne was ſo ſull of japes 7 
As evir mowis were in apes, Nr lo Litas? 
And that went al the wurlde abou te, 
That every wight gan on hem ſhoute 


And for to laugh as they were wode, 1055 
Soche game e eee 03357 ehen 
Tho came mothir comranye 40 


ec aw 51 
That any herte coudicyygeſſe,” 1 
And prayid her to have gode Fame 725 
And that ſhe n' olde do hom wo Thame i 
But give Henrloos and gode renoun, - + e! 
And do it blowe in clarioun n. 

| Nay, wis, (quod ſhe)it were a vyees/ | „ Dos 
Al be there in me no juſtice © + 7230 
Me lyſt not for to doit nowe, 633 pad nt 
elm, on oh bog 2v=© 

Tho came there lepinge in a route, 30 092 29% 
And gan to clappin al abvute dba nit diving, 
Every man upon the crown. 779283 
That al the hal began to fowne, r t oN H 
And ſayid, Lady lefe and dere! | q a2 is x1 
We ben ſoche folkes, as ye may here, K 24h] 
To tellin all the tale aright,, t, 
V's ben ſhrewis every wight, - Jeid a. 


Bee HI. Tut noust or ran. 71 
And have delite in wickidneſſe/, 

As gode folke havin in godeneſſ,ͥ 

And joye to ben yknowin ſnre wess, c 
And ful of vice and wickidthewes, - ö {HE 
Waere Were JORUNS eee C2256. rin 
That our Fame be ſoche yknowe © e 
In al thingis right as it is. Weid 3d SHL4) 

I I graunte it you, (quod ſhe) ywis; 3 bit 
But what arte thou that ſaieſt this tale 


That weriſt on thy hoſe a pale. 730 ; 
mum | Hurt ho c 


Madame, (quod he) the amen 

I am that ilkè rewe ywis 4 b b 
| That brent the temple” of [{idis | { <in65 ports ans 
In Athenis, lo! that cyte; 0 . 5754 
And wherfore diddeſt thou ſo? (quod de) 1 
By my trouthe, (anſwered he) Madame, 

1 wold? faine have had a name, or 
As othir folke had in the tow ne; ttt 
tn eres, hoopla? E en 1960 
For ther vertue and ther thewis, b baer go? 
Thought l, as grete — N ory | 
(Though it be nought) for ſurewdèneſſe 
As gode folke havin for godeneſſqmqgege 
And ſithen I may not have that one 763 
That othir n'yl [ not forg one 
As for to gettin a Fume here, „ oil ss $94 
The temple ſette I al on fire. 


N 


hk 9 l jb 22 


FF cs awe es i..c tr. 


„ Tux be or rant; 


ls ſome new tidinges for to lere, 


4 


— 


Nowe done our „ere red Br 
As willy be thou evir blythe, +++ 770 
Gladly, (quod ſhe.) Thon Bol, 


Heriſt thou not what they prayen 5 


e eee „ e 
And 1 will trumpin it parde; Jett 178 
And toke his blacke trump? faſte, nig: lay 
And gan to puffin and to blaſvtne 
Tyl it was at the world'is ende. Ne ted 24 
N b Pires, 1 
For one that ſtode right at my bake i ity ho Das 
Me thought ful godely to me ſpake/, 780 
And ſayid, Frende, what is thy name:: 
Arte thou come hidir to have Fame? | 
- Have Fame! nay, for ſothe, frende, _ 1 
I come nat hithir; grant mere!!! 


For no ſochecauſe, by my hed, . oh 
Suffifith me as I were del eder 


That no wight have my name in bose, cden 
L wot my ſelfe beſt howe 1 ſton de: 
For what I drie or what [thinke © + {| 

I wol my ſelſin al it drinke/, 790 


Certainly for the more parte, «#5; torr 
Axtirfarth'ns | copies weir! Le 

What doi ho er thn ul he.) | ? 
(Quod I) That wol I tein the? ito dP 


The i wie! Auden venc7 cl 03 4-998 


- 


2 


— 
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dome news thing, eee, gilt gorl3 2130'E 
Tydingis eythir this or that, 2] wo &1 
Of lov, o of ochethinginghad, 3 2 ne 
For certainly he that me made 3800 
To comin hidir ſaid to me ür A l in! 
I ſhuldin bothe yhere andſe " A en 
eee eee Wobei 
But theſe ne be no ſoche tidinges bat #8 
As Iyment of. No? men (11936p.94 4 203 
And | anſwerid, No, parde, er Hi bed 
For ful wel I wote evir yet, ie orb manp 
Sithinis that firſte l had wit, inen 26371 
That ſome folke han deſirid ame 
ee ee es cer +: B 18146 
| But certainly I ne wiſt ho- e ee, 1 1 
Ne where that Fame dwellid or nowe, N 60 
Ms 624 eee Gy eld on a hh 
Ne alſo her condicioa 3! ©: 302 1 
Ne eke the ordir of her done 833 
Knewe [ not till I hithir come. 
hy than be, lo! theſe tidingis 
Which that thou nowe hethir bringis, © WT 
That thou haſt herde ? (ans to % N 


But nowe no force, for wel i ſe 1311 188 | 


What thou deſiriſt for to leres 

Come forth, and ſtande no lengit here 

And I woll the, withoutin drede, 3 10 

In to ſoche anothir place le de 
Folume XIII. 8 


- 
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©  *There thou ſhalte herin many one. + 82g 


Tho goth wth him to gone 
Out of the caſtil, ſothe to ſey. 
->Tho ſawe | flande io a valey, 
Uodir the catil fats by, N TD | 
An Houſe that Demus Dedali, 330 
That Labyriatbus, ycleped is, | | 
N'as made ſo wondirly ywis, 
Ne halfe ſo quently was ywrought ; 
And evirmo as ſwifte as thought 
'This queint Houſe aboutin ywent, 835 
That nevirmo it ſtill yſtent, | Ja vin get 
And there came out ſo gret a noiſe, | 
That had it ſtondin upon Oyſe 
Men might have herde it efily _ | | 
To Rome, I trowin ſikirly; / D 
And the noiſe whiche that I yherde 
For al the worlde right ſo it ferde 
As dothe the routinge of the ſtone Bo 
That fro th'engin is letyn gone. nn 
And al this Houſe of whiche I rede 3845 
Was made of twyggis ſalowe, rede, a 
And grene eke, and ſome werin white, 
Soche as men to the cagis twhite, 
Or makin of theſe paniers, |  . | 
Or ellis hutchis or doſſers, $50 
Thatforthe fronghandfarthe'rwigues | 
This Houſe was al ſo full of gigges, 


Bale III. THE HOUSE OF FAME, 75 
And al ſo ful eke of chirkin ges. 
And of many othir wirkinges, 15 10 $2166 30) 
And eke this Houſe hath of entrees ts 1c BYg 
As many as levis ben on trees 59 1% απνοι Hu 
Senn earth cy —„— 8 at X35 
And on the rofe yet men may ſene Ti ata 2 
A thouſande holis, and well mo, © 

To lettin the ſowne out ygo; 1 + 60 
And by day in every tyde 1? Laie i n 
Ben al the doris opin wide, © 
And by night eche one is unſhette; 886i SY 
Ne portir is there none to lette 
No manir tydinges in to pace 865 
Ne ne vir reſt is in that place, e 
That it n'is filled full of tidin ges 
Eythir loude or of whiſperin ges 
And evir all the Houſis angles 
ts ll of rowninges and of jane ibaow It 'ShG 
Of werres, of pece, berge e H aid» n 
Of reſtes, of labour, of viages, 7 in n WOL 
Of abode, of dethe, and of ly, reren 5 
Of love, of hate, accorde, of galt, ut _ | nA 
e Pars 463d PNA ig 
Of hele, bare lin x nod! 

Of faire wethir and tempeſ tis 
Of qualme, of folke and of Wan not 2608 
Of divers tranſmutacions We 2287 327 3H 
Of eſtates and of regions 
Gij 
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Of truſt, of drede, of jalouſy,, r. 
Of witte, of winning, offoly, | - 1 4 
Of plenty and of grete famine, 
Of chepe, of derthe, andofruine, 
Of gode or of miſgovernement, 2835 : 
Of fyre, and diversaccidente- 1 

And lo! this Houſe of whiche | write le 
Sykir be ye it n' as not lite, | 
For it was ſyxtie mile of length; «> Fd 2:66, 
Al was the tymbir of no ſtrength, 3896 
Yet it is foundid to-cndure | rd ber 
While chat it lyſte to Avinture,- - - 
That is the mothir of Tidinges, 
As the ſe of wellis and fpriages, | 1:4 
And it was ſhapin lyke a cage. 895 
Certis, (quod I) in al mine age 
Ne ſawe I ſoche an Houſe as this. 
Aud as I wondrid me ywis ** 9904 01 3 
Upon this Houſe, nw comme ef ID aonyw 10 
How that myne egle faſte ß 900 
rl 5412b 10 6 
And | gan ſtreight to him o 
And ſayid him thus, I pray the 3 
That thou a while abidin me re 
For is love, and let me ſene 905 
What wondirs in that place ybene,/|' 1 | 
For yet parauntir I may lere 
3 


* 
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That lefe me were or that l v nt 
Peter, that is nowe myne enten, . 
(Quod he to me) therfore i dW] iz 
But certaine one thinge I the tel, Soll zicht ui d 
That but I bringin the therinnnmggmgzsgz 
Ne ſhal thou ne vir canne the gin n 25naidton bunt. 
To come in to it out of doute, add t 15} am 915 
So faſte it whirlith, lol abo ute 
Burt ſithe that Jov'is of his grace, 575: } ag sei if 
As | have ſaid, wil the ſolaoeee 3H nit 
Finally with theſe ilke thinges,” ö ap? 1 T,v08.48 7 
Theſe uncouthe ſightis and cdinges, 90 
To paſſe away thine hevineſſe, diobrns f 50 
Soche routhe hath he of thy diſtreſſe vum of HA 01 
That thou ſuffredeſt debonairly, aida ow 28611 
And woſte thy ſelvin nap Erbe 4 120 s - 
Wholy deſperate of al bliſſe, dyiw yiove oy 
Silhe that Fortune hath cat PR 1273 blind 
The ſote of al thine hert'is reſtt 2997 4h 
Languiſhe, and eke in pointeito'breſt, + - +? 
But he through his mightie melite 1. 
Wil do the eſe, al be it lite, ol ahi e 930 
And gave in <zprefſe commaundementt, 
To whiche lam obedient; / | 4 ett nn 
To forthir the with al my my ght... 
And wiſhe and techin the art 
Where thou maiſte mcac tidingis here, 9 35 
Thou ſhalte here many one ylere: 4557 
G it} 
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And with this worde he right anone am S151 ad 
Yhent me up bytwene his tone, als pats 
And at a windowe in mtu brought. { bos{) 
That i tis Houſe yas, anme thought, 3! 0 
ee eee I 
And nothinge it aboutin wente, vel 11000 * 
Of folke as I ſawe rome about, 945 
Some it within and ſome without 
That certis in this worlde n is lefte : 9 $14.24 
So many formid by Nature, ee 
Ne ded fo many a creture 930 
That wel unnethis in that place Ad wade att 
Had 1 a fot'is brede of ſpace; vide H 
oy teiphecbet Ll hoes = rites 
Rownid everiche in-othir's ere 
A newe tidinge privily, r, 953 
Or els he tolde it opinly. © $4.23 1 475 bs Af 
Right thus, and ſaid, Ne wok nat thou 1 
That is betiddin, lo! right now: 
No, certis, (quod he;) tel me what; | 
And than he tolde him this and that, 960 
And ſwore therto that it was ſothe, _ | 
Thus hath he ſaid, and thus he dothe, 
And this ſhal be“, and thus berde I ſay, 
That ſha] be ſounde, that dare 1 lay; 


} 


— 


That al the folke that is on ſyjvsœ ⁴ ‚ 6, 
Ne have the kognioge to diſci mms 
Tho thingis that I herdim ther, 
What aloude and what in che ere: any ' 
But al the wondie moſte was this, / 17 00 24s 
Whan one —— 5: 5 en, 1 bugne 
He came ſtreight to anothir wight. S915] A 
And gan him tellin anone rige tar 
The ſame tale that to him wa colder 041 7 4 14 219) 
Or it a forlonge way was vide,” Net lad und ts 9 

And began mee (#26 Du "975 
Unto this tidinge in his ſpeche 41 ; 4112199 band | 
More than evir it ſpokin was, | N 2400 307 
And nat ſo ſone departid was wal 10 Od u 
Tho fro him that he ne ymette 9047 
With the thirde man, and er he lettse 980 
Any ſtounde he ytolde him alſmq̃qm 
Werin the tidinges ſothe or falſe 2 ivo fal ar 
Yet wolde he tel it aath les 
And evirmore with mo encr es iow if 
Than it was erſt: W VE ** 
Went every tidinge mn mannes 

And that encreſinge evirmo, : 1 8 ino 2.5 


eee arena TOWER IV 21063}. 


From a ſparcle ſprongin amis 
Tyl al a cite brent up is. "I 


And whan that that was ful up bebe 
And wazin more on every to nge 
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ee ee eee is td 
Vp to a windowe out to gone, o en b 
Or bot it might out there-ypaiſſe-// {1 hh 21 8.9995 
It gan out crepe at ſome creuaſſſ /r 
And flewe forthe faſts for the non. 
And ſomtyme I ſawe there at ones L SGCOG& 
eee eee divers EIS 
That gonnin of avinture drawe + + | :- XocO 
Out at a windowe for to pace, pre | 
eee 
They were acheckid bothè two, ws {7 
And neithir of hem myghtout go. 
For eche othir they gonne ſo-croude; i» cos 
Tyl eche of hem gan cryin loudlſe 
Let me gone firſt; — {x n [* 
\ And here I wol enſurin the  ; 1 
With vowis that thou wolt do ſo, * 
That [ ſhal ne vir fro the go, page: 8 1010 
But be alway thin owne ſworne brother; 
We wol meddle us eche in other, | + 
That no man be he ner ſo wrote 
Shal have one of us two, but bothe b 209" 
— uae gnbe Ih; rf 25:1; H0ks 
Come we amorowe or on eve, | 
Be we ycryde or ſtyl yrowned: "oy | 
Thus ſawe | falſe and ſothe compowned | 
Togidir flye for o tidinge; IE 
Thus out at holis gonne to wringe 


* 
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Every tidinge ſtreighi to Fw, [+ 1 
t ee erer J iv vil) SHA 
Aftir her diſpoſicion n nn nt | 
And yeve hem eke duracion, n, © 0690 
Some to wexin and wanin fone, ' © 1202 
As dothe the faire and white mne 
And let him gonne; there might I fein 
Wingid wondirs ſull faſt fly m 
Twenty thouſande all in a route 
As Zolus hem blewe about: 13030 
eee, deem om geen d du bank 
eee, eee eee 156 5 H oH 
With ſcrippis bretteſub of A me baA 
Entermedilid with tidinges; * 7 180 qu ba. 
And eke alone by hem ſel ue 1033 


A many Wee a „ma DIA 
Sawre I cke of theſe pardoner, LIE 1 2 34% 
Currours, and cho efmetiomignts,:: H 22:45 ri | 
With boxis crommid ful of lyes rss 30 Wi 
As evir veſſil was with lies 404 vj 
And as 1 althirfaſtiſt went an IIa zi went bafs : | | 
Aboute, and dyd al myne entent 4 $2942 xm 10 260 1 
Me for to playen . % yard] | 
And eke a tiding for to here,, 12 tt bull 
That I had herde e as Ng e 
That ſhal not now be tolde for me, 
For it no nede ia, redyly Bas ond st 1 Las 
Folke can yſinge it het than ll 


| 
i 
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For al mote out or late or rate 3 

Alle the ſhe vis ir the fatbhke. 1050 
I herdin a grete noiſe withall 1 f. 

Within a cornir of the hall. 

There men of love tydingis told, 

And | gan thidirwarde beholde, "7 arts ©. 

For I ſawe renninge every wight 1055 

As faſte as that they haddin might, 7 

And everyche cride, ee 

And ſome ſaid, I n'ot nevir what: 


And whan they were al on an hepe + | 
Tho thei behinde gonnin up lepe/, 1060 
And clambin up on othir faſte, fit 
And up the noiſe on hyghin caſte, 

And tredin faſt on othir's heles, tele an 
eee Moods yam £ 
But at the laſte | ſawe a man 1665 


Whiche that I nought diſrive ve cats, * 
But he yſemid for to be v rene 2 
A man of grete auctor ite. 
——— ng Hals d js {jo 4 
Out of my ſlepè halfe afraide/, 1070 
Remembring wel what Il had ſene, 18 
And howe hye and ferre I had bene, 1 Pr 
In my goſt, and had grete wonder int Hat 1 2126 £ 


Of that the mighty god of Thonder +: {388 
Had let me knowen, and gan to write 1075 
Lyke as ye have herde me end ite 
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Wherfore to ſtudy and rede alway _ 
I purpoſe fo do day by day. ALE 
And thus in dreminge and in game 
Endith this litil Boke of Fame. 1080 
Here endeth' The Bole of Fan-e. 
2 ö k : 
s- ward +4 e 12 k 8 
: V4; 1.3 3 #35 $4 {345 
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AY 
* 


fu e.. 


Moran ofnatitzes, beſt beloved of all 
And freſhè floure, to whom gode thrift God ſende, 

Your childe, if it luſte you me ſo to call, 
All be* I unable my ſelf ſo to pretende, 
To your diſcrecion I recommende 
Mine herte and all, with every circumſtaunce, _ 
All wholly to be? undir your govirnaunce. 72 
Mioſte defire I, and have, and evir ſhall, 
Thing which that might your hert'is eſe amende 
Have me excuſed, my powir is but ſmall; - 
Natheleſſe of right ye ought for to commende 
My gode will, whiche ſainè would entende 
To doe you ſervice, for my ſuſſiſaunce 
Is wholly to be undir your govirnsunce. Rs 74 

Meulæ un in herte, whiche nevir ſhall apall. 
Aie freſhe and new, and right glad to diſpende 
My time in your ſervice, what ſo befall, 
Beſechyng your excellence to defende 
My ſimpleneſſe if ignoraunce offende 
In any wile, ſith that myne aſſiaunce 3 
Is whollie to be' undir your govirnaunſe. 41 


* 
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Daifie of light, very ground of comfort! 
The Sunn'is doughtir ye hight, as l rede, 
For when he weſtrith far well your diſporty/ 
By your nature anone right ſor pure'drede nN 
Of the rude Night, that with his boiſtous ede 4 
Of derkeneſſe ſhadowith our hemiſp here, itt 
Then cloſin ye, my liv'is ladie dere 28 

Daunyng the daie unto his kinde reſort, mn 
And Phœbus your fathir with his ſtremes rede © i 
Adorneth the morowe, conſuming the ſort . . 
Of miſtie eloudes, that wouldin ovirlede is 
True humble hertis with ther miſtie hede, [ 
Nere comfort adaies, when your eyin clere 
Diſcloſe and ſprede, my liv'is ladie dere! © 33 K| 

Fe vouldray; but the grete God diſpoſetim 4 
And makith caſuell by bis providence N | 
Soche thing as mann'is frele wit purpoſeth, | 
All for the beſt, if that your conſcience | 
Not grutche it, but in humble pacience | 

It receve, ſor God ſaith withoutin a fable s 
A faithfull herte evir is acceptable. 42 | 

Cantelis whoſo vſith gladlie gloſeth; = | 
To eſchewe ſoche it is right high prudence; - | 
What ye ſaied onis mine herte oppoſeth, i 
That my writyng japis in yolr abſence _ 185 | | 
Pleſid you moche bettir than my preſence, | 
Yet can I more, ye be not excufable; NTT - 
A faithfull herte evir is acceptable. We 4 

Velume XIII. SA | 
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Quakith my penne, my ſpirite ſuppoſeth | 
That in my writing ye find woll offence; F 
Min hert welknith thus ſone, anon it riſeth, 

Now hotte, now colde, and eft in grete n 
That miſſe is is caufid of negligence, ' 

And not of malice, therefore beth merciableg' > 

A laithfull herte evir is NINE 36 

Forthe complaint, forthe thin lacking 3 

Forthe litil lettir, of enditing lame, 

I have beſought my ladie's ſapience | 

Of thy behalfe for to accept in game 7 — 
Thine inabilite, doe thou the ſame: 

Abide, have more yet; Fe ſerve Foveſſe : 

No forth, | cloſe the* in holy Venus name, 

The ſhall uncloſe my hert'is govirneſſe. 64 


Ws endeth this ballade. 


8 b 
A ballade in commendac ian of our Ladie. 

A Thouſande ſtories coud I mo reherce | | 
Of olde poetis touching this matere, __ + 
How that Cupide the hertis gan ſo perce 
Of his ſervauntis, ſettyng hem in fere, _ 

Lo here the ſine of th* errour and the fere, 
Lo here of love the guerdone and grevaunce, _ 5 

| . hat er what wo her ler vauntes do avaunce!, 2 


CERTAINE BALADES, Nc. 
. Wherfore now'plainly I woll my tile drefſe 
Of one to ſpeke at nede that woll not fail; 
Alas! for dole Ine can ne maie” expreſſe 
Her paſſyng priſe, and that is no mervaile. 
O winde of grace! now blowe W er 
O auriate licour of Clio! to write 
My penne enſpire of that I woll endite. 
Alas! unworthie I am and unable 
To love ſoche one, all women ſurmountyng, 
But ſhe be benigne to me and merciable, 
That is of pitie the welle and the ſptyng; 
Wherſore of her in laude and in praiſyng, | 
So as I can, ſupportid by her gracc. 
Right thus I ſaie, knelyag before her face: 
O ſtere of ſterris, with thy ſtremis clere, © 
8terre of the ſe, to ſnipmen light and gide! 
O luſtie livyng, moſte pleſaunt to' appere, 
Whoſe bright bemis the cloudis maie not hide! 
O waie of life to hem that go or ride, 
Haven aftir tempeſt, ſuriſt up to rive, 
On me have mercie for thy joyis five! » | + 
O rightfull rule! o bote of holineſſe! 
And lightſome line of pitie for to plain, 
Originall of grace and all godeneſſe, D tat 
And cleneſt conduct of vertue moſte ſoverain! 
Mothir of mercie!; our trouble to reſtrain, 
Chambir and cloſit cleneſt of chaſtitie, 
And on herbrough of the deitie! 
H ij 
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O cloſit, gardin, voide of wedis wicke, 
Criſtallin welle, of elereneſſe clere nd, 
Fructified olive of foiles faire and thicke, __ 
And redo'lent cedre moſt dere worthy digned! 
Remember on ſinnirs that to the be aſſined . 
Or wickid fendis ther wrathe on hem wrechez 
Lanterne of light! thou art ther li vis leche, 4 
Paradife of pleſaunce, gladſome to all gode, 
O benigne braunchilet of the pine tre, 
Vinarie envermailed, reſreſhir of bode, 
Licour ayen langour that palled maie not be, 
Blisful blomie bloſme, bidyng in bounte! 
Thy mantell of mercie on our miſerie ſprede, 
And er we' awaie wrappe us undir thy wede. 49 
O rodie roſier, flouring without ſpine, 
Fountain filthleſſe, as birill currant clere!l 
Sum drop of gracefull dewe to us propine 
Light without nebule ſhinyng in thy ſphere, | 
Medecine to miſcheves, pucell without pere! 
Flambe doun the full light of thin influence, 
Remembring thy ſervantes for thy — 56 
+ Of all Chriſtin protectrice and tutele, 
Retourne of exiled put in the 1 1 
To 'hem that erren in che pathe of — | 
To werie forwandrid tent and pavilion, 
To faint and to freſhe the pauſacion,:' 1, 
To unreſtie bothe reſt and remedie;)' 
FruRfull to all tho that in her athe;- : 63 
: ; | 


| 
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To hem that rennin thou art:itinerarie, 
O blisfull bra vie to knightes of thy werre 
To werie werkmen ſhe is diourne denaric 
Mede unto mariners that have failed ferrcc˖a,, 
Laureate coroune ſtremyng as a ſterrcecg 
To hem put in palaſtre for thy ſake 
Tours of ther conqueſt white as any lake. 50 

O mirthe of martyrs! ſwetir than ſitole/, 
Of confeſſours alſo riche donatife, 
Unto virgines eternall lauriole, | 
Fore all woman havyng prerogatife, | 
Mothir and maide; bothe widowe and eke wife! 


Of all the worlde is none but thou alone, | + 
No ſith thou maie be ſuccour to my mone. 77 
Truſtie turtle; truefaſtiſt of all true, [6-1 


Curteiſe columbe; replete of all mekeneſſc, 
O nightingalewith thy notis newe ! 41 4 J 
O popinjaie! purid with all clenneſſe, Ae SA 
O laveroke of love! ſingyng with ſwetneſſe, d 
Phoebus waityng till on thy breſt he light, 


Undir thy wing at domiſdaie us digit. | 84 
O rubie! rubiked in the paſſion | 
Of thy ſonne, us have emongis in mind, 


O ſtedfaſt diametre of duracion 
That fewe feris any time might thou dada 

F6r none to hym Was foundin halfe fo kinde; | 
O hardie herte? o lovyng creature! * 
What was it but love that made the ſo endure? 9 
H uw : 
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FR Ss ages "FPS if uh 

This is to ſaie, the freſhiſt of Cores 

Thou loveſt unchaungid hem that "ON Le, 

And if offence or variyng in hem be | 

Thou art aie redie on ae a Sir era 0 

— ouhngetigmt gm geryandy 98 
O godelie gladdid! when that Gabriel 

With joy the grette, chat maie not be wats: e 

Or halfe the bliſſe who coud ywrite or tell 

When the! Holy Ghoſte to the was obumbrid, 

Wherthrough fendes were bittirly encombridꝰ 

O wemleſſe maide! embeliſhed in his birthe, 3 

That man and angill therof haddin mirthe. 105 
Lo here the bloſme and the budde of glorie, 

Ot whiche the prophet ſo long ſpake beforne! 

Lo here the fame that was in memorie 

Of Eſaie, ſo long or ſhe was yborne! 

Lo here of David the delicious corne 

Lo here the groundeof life in to hilde, . +4 

Becomyng man our ranſome for to yilde! 112 
O glorious viole, vite inviolate! BY 

O firie Titan! perſyng with thy bemes, 

Whoſe vertuous brightnes was in breſt vibrat, 

That al the world embeliſhed with the lemes, 

Conſervatrice of kingis, dukes, and relmes, 

Of Jeſſe bis ſede the ſwete Sunamite , f 

Meſure my mourning mine own Margarite! 119 

® Perhaps Cinnamite or Ciunamomite, 


en TAN bal Abus, Wo. 


O ſoverainiſt yſought out of yon! 


* 

9 > 7 | oo 
Cockle with gold-dewe from above es. 
Dewe-buſhe unbrent, fir ᷑leſſe fire ſet on, 


184 


Flambing with fervence, not with hete prinid Jed! 


Duryng daifie that no wethir ſtainid, 
Flece undefouled of gentiliſt Gidion, 


And fruictfryng fairiſt yerde of 0 0 3 
The mightie arche, the probatiſe bine, 


Laughyng Aurora, and of pece olive, 


Columpne and baſe, up beryng fede.abline; | 
Why n'ere | connyng here for to diſcrive? 
Choſin of Joſeph, whom he toke to wive, 
Unknowyng hym childyng by miracle, 
And of our manly figure the tabernacle ! -. 


; | * 
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I have none Engliſhe convenient and digne, 2 


Myne herte's hele lady! the with to honour, 
lvorie clene! therefore I woll reſigne 


Into thyne hande till that thou liſt ſuceour, 
To helpe my makyng both floriſhe and flour, 


Then ſhould I ſhewe in love how that I brende, 
In ſongis makyng thy name to commende ; 
Tor if I coud before thyne excellence 


Syngin in love I wouldin what 1 fele, 


And evir ſtandin, ladie', I in thy preſence, 


To ſhewe in opin how I love you wele, 6.056 
And ſith although your hert be made of tele 
To you withoutin apy diſcev' eraunce 


Foy en vous teute ma Fance. 
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Where might Hove evir bettir beſet 
Then in'thislilic likyng to beholdeg 
That lace of love, the bonde ſo well thou knit, 
That I mae ſe the or myne hertè colde, 

And or I paſſe out of my dayis old. 
Tofore ſyngyng evirmore uttirl : 
Your eyin two woll ſle me ſodainly. © 1354 

For love I langour, bliſſed be ſoch ſickneſſe! 

Sith it *is for you, my hertely ſuffiſaunce, | 


I can not ellis ſaĩe in my diſtreſſe, 

So faire one hath myne hert in eee a 
And aftir [begin on eſperaunce, a 
With feble entune, though ĩt thine her perce, 228 
Yet for thy ſakethislettir | reherſG. 161 


God wrote on muſike I can not, but 1 geſſe " 
Alas why-ſo!thatl might ſale or fyng, 0 
So love I you, my own ſoveraine maiſtreſſe, 

And evir ſhall withoutin departyng, ts 
Mirrour of beautie, for you' out ſnuld I ring, 

In remembraunce eke of your eyin elere, ; 
Thus ferre from you my ſoverain ladie dere! 168 
So wouldin God your love would me yſlo; 

Sith for your ſake | ſingin daie by daie 

O herte! why ne nilt thou breke a two, 

Sith with my ladie dwellin ne maie ? 

Thus many” a roundell, many' a virèlaie, 

In freſlie Engliſhe, when I me leiſir finde, 75 
Idoe recorde, on you to havin mynde. 175 


« 
% . 


CERTAINE BALADES, Wc, 93 


Now, ladie mine! ſith I you love and drede, 
And you' unchaunged e vir finde in o degree, 
Whoſe grace ne male ſlie fro your womanhede, - 155 
Diſdainith not for to remembre on me, 
Myne herte bledith for Aid see fag; bn 
And ſith ye wotte my menyng deſirous 
Pleures pour may i il vous plaiſt ep t. w_—_ 

What marveile is though l in n 2 

am departid from you my ſoverain; 
reer e + hin G6 
That in no wiſe l can ne mae attain | 


To ſe the beautie of your eyin twain, l 

Wherefore l ſaie, rend w. any. 

Tant me fait mal dipartir de ma damos. 139 
Why n' ben wig brought lacks ellis 

That I mighit ſaie ſor jaye r 50 

Or amon cœur ce qui voulloit © e an 

Or amon ceur ? the highif) excelebes 1 

That er had wight, and ſith mine e T 

Is in you rewith on my painis ſm erte 

I am ſo fore ywoundid to the hert Gi. _ 
To' live well merie emo lovirswersifere,.. may 

So maie I ſaĩe withoutin any blame & 

And if that any man to wilde were Won in | 


] coud hym techin for to be full non 93985051975 

Let hym go love and ſe where it be gam, ö; 
For I am bridlid unto ſobirneſſſt 
For her that is of women chief princeſſe. 
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But evir when thought my hert ſhuld ebm, 
Then unto me it is beſt remedie 
When l loke on your godely freſhe face,” 
So merie a mirrour-coud i ner ont 
Aud if I coud I would it magnifie, / 
For nevir none ywas ſo . bas. 
To reken hem all, and alſo Roſamounde. aro 
And finally, with mouthe and will preſent, | 
Of double eye withoutin repentaunce, gs 
Mine hert I yeve you, ladieꝰ, in this entent, 
That ye ſhall therofhave the govirnaunce, 
Takyng my leve with hert ' is obeiſaunce, 
{ Salve'Regine ) ſynging laſt of al! | 
To be our helpe when that we to the call. 217 
All our love is nought els but idleneffe, ' 
Save your love alone, who might therto' attain ; 
Who ſo woll have a name of gentilleſſe 
I counſaile hym in love that he not fain; 
Thou ſwete ladie! refute in every pain, 

Whoſe mercie moſte unto me availith, ui £4 
To gie by grace when that Fortune failith. ' 224 
Nought maie be told, withoutin any fable, 

Your high renome, you womanly beaute, 

Your govirnaunce, to all worſhip able, 
Putteth every herte in eſe in his e 

O violet! o flowir defirs! 

Sithin L am for you ſo amerous 


Eftreignes moy de cur Joyeux. | 231 


— 
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be e ee da f 

Z' ardant eſpoer en mon ceur point of mort, © FT: 
D' avoir amour de celle que je defire, bak 
I mene you ſwete moſte pleſaunt of porte, | 
Et je ſcay bien que ce n'eſt pas mon fort, 

That for you ſyng ſo as I maie for mon 
For your departyng alone I live alone. 2338 
Though that I might 1 ede #47 ep | 

In your ſervice1 e - 2 l 
Therefore I love no labour that ye leſ q 
When that in longyng ſoriſt ye be ſtadde; u a, 
Loke up you loviris and be right gladde, 
Now ayeniſt Sain&-Valentin'is daice.. V/ 
i 445 


Esaplicit. 


 Balade is bon conſail. , 


29003 63 OTH 4 
Ie irbelall that God the lid viſite - bl att 
With any tourment or adverſite 1% 
Thanke firſte the Lorde, and thothy ſelf to biss 
Upon ſufferaunce and humilite 
Founde thou thy quaril, what er that it be, 
Make thy defence, and thou ſhalt have no loſſe, 
The remembraunce of Chriſt and of his _ 5 
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Sourt ur the worlde ſo ſtedfaſt was and table, 

That manne's worde was an obligacioun, | 

And now it is ſo falſe and diſce vable, 

That worde and dede, as in conclufioun, 

Is nothyng like, for tourned is up ſo doun 

All the worlde, thorough mede and fikilneſſe, 

That all is loſte for lacke of ſtedfaſtnefſe. 7 
What maketh the worlde to be ſo variable 

But luſt that men have in diſcenſion ? | 

For emong us a man is holde unable 

But if he can by ſome colluſion 

Doe his neighbour wrong and oppreſſion > * = 

What cauſith this but wilfull wretchidneſſe ? 

That all is loſte for lacke of ſtedfaſtneſſe. 14 
Trouthe is put doune, reſon is holde fable, 

Vertue hath now no dominacion, 

Pitie is exiled, no man is merciable, 

Through covetiſe is blente diſcrecion; 

The worlde hath made a permutacion 

Fro right to wrong, fro trouthe to fikilneſſe, 

That all is loſte for lacke of tedfaſtneſſe. } © Bf 

TL" envoye. 1 | 

Prince, aye deſire to be honourable, ' 

- Cheriſhe thy folke, and hate extorcion; 

* | Suffre nothyng that maie be reprovable 

Io thine eſtate doen in thy region; 

she we forthe the yerde of caſtigacion; 

Drede God, do law, love treuth and worthines, 

And wedde thy folke ayen to ſtedfaſtneſſe, 28 

Explicit. 
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| Bolt will thut pan. n 051 
| . Plaintife to Fortune. 4x thy of 
Tais e world'is — She 5 Kr 
As wele and wo, nowe pore and now honour, ; Ar 
Without ordir or due diſcrecion n, +... 
Govirnid is by Fortun' ĩs errour, | , Mit 3647] 
But natheleſſe the lacke of her fſavourt 
Ne maie not doe me ſyng though that I die, 
Fay tout perdu mon temps et mon labeur, 
For finally Fortune I doe defie, 
Yet is me left the fight of my reſoun 
To knowin ſrende fro foe in thy mirrour, 
So moche hath yet thy tournyng up and douůnn 
Itaughtin me to knowin in an hour, | 
But truily no force of thy reddour | 
To hym that ovir hymſelſ hath maiſtrie; 3 
My ſuffiſaunce yſhal be my ſuccour, 
For finally Fortune I do defie. : 
O Socrates! thou ſtedfaſt champion, 
She ne might nevir be thy turmentour, 
Thou nevir dreddiſt her oppreſſion, 5 
Ne in her chere foundin thou no favour; 


: 


| 


Thou knewe wele the diſceipt of her colour, 

And that her moſte worſhip is for to lie; 

1 knowe her eke a falſe diſſimulour, 

For finally Fortune 1 do defie, 
Volume XIII. 
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oz CEATAINE SATabre, of 
The anſwere of Fortune, _ 
No man is wreechid but hymſelf it wene; 
He that yhath hymſelf hath ſuffiſaunce, 
Why ſaieſt thou then t am to the ſo kene, 
That haft thy ſelf out of my govirnaunee ? 
Saic thus, graunt mercie of thin habundaunce,. 
That thou haſt lent or this, thou ſhalt not ftrive; 
What woſt thou yet how1 the woll avaunce ? 
And eke thou haft thy beſte frende alive. 32 
have the taught diviſion betwene . 
Frende of effecte and frende of countinaunce, 
The nedith not the gallè of an hine, 
That curith eyin derbe for ther penaunce, 
Now ſeeſt thon elere that wer in ignoraunce; 
Yet holt thine anker, and thou maĩeſt arive 
There Bountie bereth the key of my ſubſtaunce, 
And eke thou haſte thy beſtè frende alive. 40 
How many have I refuſed ta fuſtene 
Sith I have the foſtrid in thy pleſaunce? 
Wolt thou then make a ſtatute oh thy quene, 
That I ſhall be aie at thine ordinaunce? 
Thou born art in my reign of variaunce; 
About the whele with othir muſt thou drive; 
My lore is bet, then wicke is thy grevaunce, 
And eke thou haſt thy beſte frende alive. 48 
The anfrere to Fortune. 
Thy lore I dampne, it is adverſitie; 
* frend maiſt thou not revin, blind goddeſſe ; 
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That I thy frendis knowe I thapke it the; 
Take hem again, let hem go lie a preſſe; 
The nigardis in kepyng ther richeſſe 
Pronoftike is thou wolt ther toure aſſaile; 
Wicke appetite cometh aie before ee L 
Wm . 
| Fortune. . 444.31 # £33 
Thou pinchiſt enen de 252% 370M 
For [ the lent a droppe of my richeſſe,.  - ..-:- 
And now me likith to withdrawing me 
Why ſhouldiſt thou my roialtie oppreſſe? _ _ 
The ſe maie ebbe and flowin more and leſle, 
The welkin hath: might to ſhine, rain, and haile, 
Right ſo muſt I kithia my IH 1 im 
In n this rule ne maĩe not bar? } v6: 5 
f dbe plaintiſpr. | $4 
Lo! the” execucion of the Wee: 6 $032 
That all purveighith of his rightwiſeneſle, | 
That ſame thyng Fortune yclepin ye, 
Ye blinds beſtis; full of leudeneſs! | 
The heven hath propirtie of ſikirneſs, - 
This worlde hath evir reſtleſſe travaile, 5 
I be laſt dae is the ende of myne entreſſqm 
5 ee nn ud 
| Th' enwoye of Fortune, if 
"Prime, Ipraie you of your — 999. | 
Let not this man and me thus crie and plain, 
And | ſhall quitin you this buſineſſ 
ij 
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And if ye liſte releve hym of his pam 
Praie ye his beſt frende of his nodleneſſe r 
That to ſome bettir ſtate he maie main. 45 
8 T'esvehe. ; ionen 
To brokin ben the ftatures hie in bete 93519 
That create were eternally t* endure, 
Sith that I ſe the brightè goddis ſeven 
Mowe wepe and waile and paſſion'endure, 
As maie in yerth a mortall creiturez 7 1 
Alas! fro whenis maie this thing — wor ha? 
Of whiche errour I die almoſte for dredeꝰ 9 
Buy words eterne whilom was it yhape r 
That fro the fifth circle in no manere 
Ne might of teris nothing doune eſcape, 
But now ſo wepith Venus in her ſphere | | 
That with her teris ſhe woll drench us here: 
Alas, Scogan ! this is for thine offene: 
Thou cauſift this deluge of peſtilengete. 14 
Haſt thou not ſaied in blaſpheme of the —— 
Through pride or thorough thy gret rekilnes, 
Soche thinges as in the law of Love forbode id, 
That for thy ladie ſawe not thy diſtreſſe Ne 
Therefore thou yave her up at a: ALT * 
Alas, Scogan ! of oldefolke ne yong rol; al 
Was ne vir erſt Scogan blamed for his tong. 21 
Thou drewe in ſcorne Cupide eke torecorde | 
Of thilłe rebell worde that thou haſt ſpoken, 
For whiche he woll no lengir be thy lord 


CERT AINE BALADES, r. 3 
And, Scogan, though his bowe be not ybroken 
He woll not with his arowes be iwreken 


On thee ne me, ne none of our ſigure 
We ſhall of hym have neithir hurte ne cure. 


rot: 


. * i 
1 ox) 
28 


Now certis, frende, i drede uf thine unhappe, 


Leſt for thy gilte the wreche of Love prucede 


On all hem that ben hore and round of ſhap, 
That be ſo likely folke for to ſpede, F 
Then we ſhall of our labour have our mede; 
But well I wot thou wolt anſwere and faic, 
Lo! olde Grifill liſt to renne and plaie. 
Naie, Scogan, ſaie not fo, for | me' excuſe, 
God helpe me ſo, in no rime doutiles, | 
Ne thinke I nevir of flepe wake my Muſe, 
That ruſtith.in my ſheth ſtill and in peſe; 
While | was yong [ put her forthe in preſe, 
But al ſhall paſſin that men proſe or rime, 
That every man his tourne as for his tyme. 
Scogan, thou kneliſt at the ſtrem'is hedde 
Of grace, of honour, and of worthineſſe, 
In the ende of whiche 1 am dull as dedde, 
Forgotten in ſolitar ie wildirneſſe; 
Vet, Scogan, thinke on Tullius kindeneſſe, 
Mynd thy frendè there it maie fructiſie; 
Farwell, and loke thou ner eft Love deſie. 


Explicit, 
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42 


49 


"ou errang ares, Wh 
voy 
Go 8 Ws aid e — 
Biſhoppe, be able to mĩniſſ ir doctrinqq̃qm 
Lorde, to true counſaile ye ve thou audience; | ' | | 
Womanhode, to chaſtitie er enclinmdm 
Knight; let thy dedis worſhip determine 
Be rightous, judge, in ſavyng of thy name; | 
Rich, do almoſe, leſt thou leſe bliſſe with ſhame; 7 
Peple, obei your kyng and eke the a 
Age, be rulid by gode religion; 
True ſervaunt, be dredfull, kepe the e ei 
And thou, povir, fie on preſumpcion xm 
Inobedience to youth is uttir deſtruccion: a 
Remembir you how God hath ſet you, lo! 
And doe your parte as ye be ordained to. 14 
Cbaucer to bis emptie purſe: 
| To you my purſe, and to none othir wight, 
Complain 1, for ye be my ladie dere; 
I am ſorie now that ye be fo light, 
For certis ye now make me hevie chere; 
_ Me were as lefe be laide upon a bere, 
For whiche unto your mercy thus l crie, 
Be hevy againe, or els mote I die.. 7 
Nowe vouchſafia this day or it be night 
That 1 of you the blisful ſowne may here, 
Or ſe your colour lyke the ſonnè bright, 


CENTAINE BALADES; 2 104 


That of yelowneſle ne had nevir pere 
Ve be my life, ye be my hett is tere; 
Qyene of comfort and of gode r A* be 
Be hevy againe, or els mote I dige. 1. 
Nowe purſe, that art to me my uus bebe, | 
And ſavyour, as downe in this worlde here, 
Out of this towne helpe me by your eo l 
eee rah 
For I am ſhave as nighe as any e 
But I prayin unto your curtiſ e 3 
Be hevy againe, or els mote — fs {25h 
c 


« Chaucer unto the Kinge. ; 5 | 


O Conquèrour of Brut'is Albion! 

Whiche that by lyne and fre electia gn 
Ben very kinge, this unto you I ſendeg 
And ye whiche that may al harmis amende | 
Have minde upon my ſupplication. 3 


* 1 


A balade made by Chau cer, teching what i 1 ic gentilner, or 
who is worthy to be caled gent. 4 a ER 


Ti firſts ſtocke, fathir of Fre Wa" hx 709 
What man deſirith gentill for to be, A RN 
Muſt folowe' his trace, and his wir 1 1 or We 


+, 
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Vertue to love and vicis for to fle, 
For unto vertue longith diguite, 
Al were he mitir, crowne, or diademe. 

This firſts ſtocke was full of rightwiſnes, 
Trewe of his worde, ſobir, pitous, and fre, 
Clene of his goſte, and lovid beſineſſe, 
Againſt the vice of flouth in honeſte, 

And but his eyre love vertue as did he 
He is not gentyl though he riche ſeme, 
Al were he mitir, crowne, or diademe. 
Vice may wel be eyre to olde Richeſſe, 
But ther may no man, as men may well ſc, 
Byquethe his cire his vertuous nobleſſe, 
That is appropried unto no degre 
But to the firſt fathir in majeſte, gy 
That makith his eyre him that can him queme, 
Al ARS pi crowne, or diademe. | 
lien.. 
A proverb i covetiſe XY, negligence, 
W aar ſhal ches clothes thus maniſolde 
Lo, this hote ſomirs daye ! 
Aftir grete hete comith colde; 
No man caſte his pilche awaye. 
Of al this world the large compaſſe 
Wil not in myne armes tweine, | 
Who ſo mokil wol enbrace 
Lite therof ſhall diſtreine. 
Explicit 
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Mavans, ye have for your new ſanglebeſſe 
Many a ſervaunt put out of your gra ae; 


I take my leve of your unſtedfaſtneſſe, 


"EAT - 


For well | wote while ye to live age node Gili 


Ye can not love full halfe yere in a place; 
To new thingis your luſte is evere kene; 
In ſtede of blew thus may ye were algrene- 

: Ryght as a mirour that nothing may wee, 


But lightli as it cometh fo mote it paſſec 


So fareth your love, your workis ee 24 
Ther is no faithè may youre herte CEE 2b 6] 
But as a wedireock, that turneth his face 
With every winde, ye fare, and that is _ * 
In ſted of blew thus may ye were al grene. 

Ye might be ſhrinid for your brotilneſſe at's ver 
Bettir than Dalila, Creſſeide, or Candace, 
For ever in chaunging ſtondeth your fikirneſle, 


. : yu # 
#4 
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That tatche may no wight from your hert race 


If ye loſe one ye can wel tweine purchace, 

Al light for ſomar, ye' wot wel what I mene;' 

In ſtede of blewe thus may ye were al grene. 
PI. ) es 2040 
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- Here folexeth o balade wobiche Chaucer made inthe prof 
Tais world is full of variaunce + / + ++ + | 
In everye thinge, who takith hede, 


That ihe and rut, nd ll conlance, 
Exilid ben, this is no drede, 8 
And ſave only in womanh ec 
But for al that yet, as I rede, oa 8 
Beware alwaye of doublene. « fot $ 


Al fo that the freſhe ſomir floures, nm,, 
g . 
—— 9 dr Ne. 
In no thing, ner no ſtedfaſtnes, 0 B55 
Except in men, thus I mene 151 
Yet aye beware of doublene. 16 
The crokid mone, this is no tale 
Some while iſhene and bright of he we, 
And aftir that ful derke and pale, | ; 
And every monith chaungith newe, 
That who the veray ſothe knew 
Al thinge is bilt on brotlenes, 
gave that women alwaye be trewe; 
Yet aye beware of doublenes. 24 


- * 
— 


The luſty freſhè ſommirs dae, 50 
And Phœbus with his bemis clere, 11 et Suge oF 
Towardis night they drawe 220g, Mg {1 , 6509 | 
And non lengir liſt to appere, | + 1: 9 2 
That in this preſente life nom herne 
Nothinge abieth in bis faire nes, 
Save women aye be found intere 
And devoide of alle doublenes. 328 

The ſe eke with his ſternè wawes 52 
Eche daye yflowith new againe, © | 
And by the concours of his la wess 
The ebbe yflowith in certeine; ad ai bud nu! 
Aſtir grete drought there cometh amen. | 
That ſarewel here al ſtabilnes, 


Save that women be whole and pleine; 1.0 

Yet aye beware of doublenes. 127003 40 
Fortune's whele goith round aboute | 

A thouſand timis daye and nighte, 

Whoſe cours ſlandith evir in doute 

For to tranſmew, ſhe is ſo lighte, 5 

For whiche advertith in your fight 

The' untruſt of worldely fikilnes, 0 

Save women, whiche of kindely right e FE. 

Ne hath no teche of doublenes, /- y: 
What man ymay the wind reſtreine, 

Or holdin a ſnake by the taile? 

Who may a ſlippir ele conſtreine 

That it will voĩde withoutin fail? 


4 * — * 
— * 
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Or who can drivin ſo mile al- Sf uk ad) 

To make ſuere ne MNſongiln es,, 7 fn 

Save women, rn * het "HELD 

To row ther bote with denblenes? vw. aon 4836 
At every haven they canarive-/ 1 1! 11 2 

Wher as they wote is gode: mus, 220i; 

Of innocence they can not firive 76 mo- 

With wawis, nor no rockis rage: 

So happy is ther lodemanage 

With nedle* and ſtone ther cours to dre, 

That Salomon was not ſo ſage ; 26140] 
To finde in them no doublene?s?s 64 
Therſore who fo doch them accuſe > arg 
Of any double entencion, | 
To ſpekè rowne, othit to muſe, 
To pinch at ther condicion, Jo 516d oy 

All is but ſalſe colluſion, nun 

I dare right wel the ſothe expreſſq̃.. 

They have no bettir protection 6 

But ſhroud them undir doublenes: 2811 U3 +13 
So wel fortunid is ther chaunce;- 1 / 

The dice to turnin uppe ſo doune, + tf 

With ſiſe and ſincke they can avaunce, T 

And than by revolucioun 

They ſet a fel concluſioun at 

Of lombis, as in ſothefaſtnes 

Though clerkis makin menciouhn 

Ther kinde is fret with doublene. 80 

4 + 
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* . We As OO 
That women were ful trew j r 
Whan Dalila of innocence ©! wee 1 ee 
eee 0 r 
To ſpecks niſo of Roſumounde,” ' nid nol at : 
And Cleopatri's feithfulnes, Fa L hb hid tio! if : 
— — H vol elf 
eren eee re Wp * 
Single thinge ne is not ypraiſed, Sar. 
Nor of olde is of no renoun, dei e 
For lacke of waights they be bore doune, | 3 
K ee 
Ol chois and fre electioum : fig anniliqurna aid al. * 
1 Try . ö 
29 di eadined- EIT” 
By influence of your nature 
To ben as pure as golde yfined,/ -/ {57 0 © 
And in your trouth for to endure, 0 4,241 | 
Ara yoo eee, W 5 0 21% 
Leſt men aſſaile your ſikirne : 
Set on your breſt, your ſelf to ae, 5 „ nn 
ane eee 104 
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Lao: CARTAINE BALADES; Ws 


This worle folowinge war compiled by Chancery nnd 
—— lu! Su nö en 


Monat is a ſymylytude, mho li ther balades owe, 
The Craft of Lovigs curious arguments 
For ſom bin falſe and ſom ben-foundintrewe,!- 
And ſom bin double of entendements;/ 154 tl [1 
Thus lovirs with ther moral documents 223303 £ 
And elo quent langage can exampliſ e 
The Craft of Love what it doth ſigniſiee 7 
Who liſt unto this balades have inſpection 
Thinke that Lov'is/lordſhipis excellente 
Is remedy for diſeſe and correccion 
To woful herte and body impotente, -- -; 4; + 
Suppoſe the maker that he be neglig ute 
In his compilinge, holde him excuſable; '- 
Becauſe his ſpi'rites-be ſory and lamentable. 14 
Soverain lady, ſurmaunting your © 
O' intenuate jenipre* and daiſi delicious 
My truſt, mine helth, my cordial ſonnets f 
O medi'cine ſanatife to ſores lango'rous, 
Comfortable creture of lovirs amo'rous!  -} ; | / 
O'excellente herhir of loveli countinaunce! | | 
Regiſtir my love in your remembraunce.  : _; 21 
Certis, Sir, your ypeintid eloquence, 1 -/ 
do gay, ſo freſhe, and cke ſo talcatife, IU SES in U * 
It doth tranſcende the wit of Dame Prudence | 
For to declare your thonght or to diſcrive, 
80 gloriouſly;glad langage ye contrive* ©. 4-1 
Of your conſeite, your thought, and your entente, 
I wil,be ware, for drede or I be ſhent. 28 


\ 
et TAINE BALADES, . rit 
O rubi cunde roſe; and white as ney 70 
Chari tied chriſtab ef worldly portraiture? 

O courfin figure, reſplendent with glory, 
Geme uf beaute”! o carbounce ting pure! | 
Your fairnes excedeth the craft of Nature, 

Moſt womanli your lovely countinaunte, 
Regiſtir my love in your remembraunce. 33 
What availeth, Sir, your proclamacioa © 
Of curious talking, not touching ſad nes? 
It is but winde, flatering and adulacion, n 
Imeſurable thought of worldy wildnes 
Whiche is chief cauſe of goſtly feblene z 
Your wil, your thought, your double entendement, 


I wil beware of drede or I be ſhent, 42 
My witte, my thought, and myne IN 

Is for to pleſe you, my lady ſoveraine, 74 

And for your love throw many a region 0 

I would be exiled, ſo ye wold not diſdein my 91 

To have pity on me when l compl eine 

In wele and wo to ſuffre perturbaunſe 


So that ye wol have me in remembraunce. 49 
What is your wil plainly ye doe expreſſe 


That maketh this curious ſupplicacion n; 
Sey on, Sir, on hertèly tendirneſſ.eſeſmem 
Beth wel adviſed of veine delectac ion, 


At beginning think on the terminacion; 6 
Paſſe not yuur boundes, be not to negligent(e, 
And er beware for dred or ye be ſhente. 36 

K i | 


Your behaving, beaute, and countinaunte, 
Maketh me eneline to do you reverence,» © 
Your lovely loking, glorious gotienaunce, «1 
Oercometh-myſpirites,; my wit, and prudence, 
Some drop gf grace of your magnificence.:; 
Unto your ſervaunt ye ſhewe attendaunce, } 
And regiſter. my love in your remembraunce. 63 

Ut oy ages" e Wee OR 
O fervente wil of luſtis furious! 5 
O cruel corage cauſinge adverſite! E. S 
Of women corrupcion, and contratiouſe, | 
Remembir man that chaunge is perilous. 
To bucks che? virgiaite of virgiges innocents;: : | 
Wherfore beware mankinde or thon be ſhent. 70 

My peine is prevy' impoſſible to'deſerne, 

My lamentabel thoughtes by caſting mourdiege, 

O general juge Jeſu! fitting ſuperne, 

Graciouſly converte the love of my frets things 

O“ amiable lady, gracious and benigne 
I put me wholy in your govirnaunce, - oo 
Exile me not out of your remembraunce. 77 

——— 

Or els ſom curious gloſir difcevable; 

What is your name mekely I make regrate, 

Or of what ſcience or craft commendable? 

PV am a lady” excellente and honorable, 41 0 
He muſt be gay that ſhould be to' min entente, 
Wherfore I wil be ware or I be ſnent. 84 


CERT AINE BALADES, e. . 
Lorde God! this is a ſharpe hingen rh 
Of her that is moſt in my memorie; 7 {1 tita? 
Unto you lady make certification, N Hh 
My name is Trew Love, of carnabdeſidery, 
Of manneꝰs copulacion the verye exemplary, f 
Which am one of your ſervauntes of pleſaunce, 20 


Imuſt be chefe callid to remembraunc. 9 
| bave ſought true love of yeres gret proces; © | 
Yet fond I nevir love but for a ſefon; n 


Some men be diverſe, know no gentilnes, _ int] 
And ſome lackin both wiſdome-and reſon; 
In ſom men is truſt, in ſom men is treſon; 4 11 
Wherfore I wil conclude by avyſem ent; 
And er beware for drede that I be ſhente. 98 
The retaur Tullius, gay of eloquen ces, 
And Ovide, that ſheweth Craft of Love expre, 
With habundaunce of Salomon's prudence, | f 
And pulcritude of Abſfalon'sfaireneffe, - '- 11 7 
And | wer poſſeſs d with Job's grete richeſſcccc 
Manly' as Sampſone my perſone to avaunce, © 
Vet ſhuld L ſubmit me' in your remembraunce. 105 
Now Sir, yf that it pleſe-your nobilnefſe + 
To gyve advertence to my queſtion, - 
What things is the pleſure of ſwetneſſe, 
And moſt bittir in final ſucceſſion ? - 
Or what thing gevith man occaſion. 
In tendir age to be concupiſcent? PORTS ES 
Reſalve this queſtion, or drede, Sir, ye” be went. un 
K ity 


ms ern ram BALADES, e. 


My ſoveraigne lady', Ovide in his writinge 
Saith deſire of worldly concupiſcenee 
As for a time is ſwete in his worchinge, 
And in his ende he cauſich grete offence;  .: 
Notwithſtandinge, my lady Dame Prudence, 
Grene flowring age and manly countinaunce . 
Cauſith ladies to have it in remembraunce. 119 
Your godely anſwir, fo notable” in ſabſtaunce, 
Wold cauſe the en A eee 
Unto delyte of natural pleſaunce; 
But of one thing I wold faine be experte, 
Why menne's langage wol procure and tranſverte 
The wil of women and virgines innocente, 
Wherfore I am aferd or I be ſhente. 1126 
Let nevir the love of true love be loſed, | 
My ſoveraine lady, in no manir wiſe; -- 
In your confidence my wordes I have cloſed, 
My amyable love to you | doe promiſe; _ 
So that ye knit the knot of exercyſe _ 

Both locke and key ye have in govirnaunce, ' 
Emprint my love in your remembèraunce. 133 
Of very truſt and I were certified, | 

The plain entencion of your herte's cordial, 

Me ſemeth in bliſſe than were I glorified, 

Unto your pleſure I would be at your call, 

But er I fere of chauncis caſual, 

Of fraude, diſceipte, and langage inſolente, 
Then were I ſure maidinhed ſhould be ſhent, 140 


CERTAINE BALADES, e. 
Ther was ner treſour of terreſtial 1 : 

Nor precious ſtones rekened innumerabell,/ 

To be of compariſon to your high godenes, 

Above al cretures to me moſt amiable; 

Truſt not the contrary”, [was ner diſcevabell; 

Kepe wel true love, forge no diſſembèlaunce, 

And graciouſly take me to your ce 10 
Me ſemeth by feiture of manly properte 

Ye ſhuld be truſty eee man e 0 a7 

I finde in you no falſe duplicite 

Wherfore, True Love, ye have my hert i . 

And ermore ſhal endure, ſo have I blis, 

The fede'raſy made with gode e al 

God graunt arcs degbitielocteticnts2 264 
Whan Phcebus freſhe was in his chare ſplendente, 

In the moneth of Maye, erly in a morninge/, 

I herd two lovirs profir this argumente, 4 

In the yere ol our Lorde 2 M. by rekening, 

CCCXL. and VII. yere folo wing 

O potent princeſle ! conſerve true lovirs al, 

Graunt n thy region and r 262 | 
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Or ther nature they gretly them delite, 
With holy face yfeinid for the nones, 
In ſaintwarie ther frendis to viſite, 
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116 2 

More for reliquis than for ſaintis bone, 
Though they be cloſid undir precious ſtones, 

To gete them pardon, lyke ther mn Io #9 ©} 
To kiſle no ſhrines but luſty quike images 7 


Whan maiders ar wedded and hoſbold have take 
Al ther humility'is exiled awaye, - og 


And the' cruil hertes beginnith to og 
They do' al the beſy cure they can or mays 
To vex ther houſholdes-maiſtirs, ſoth to ſaye, 
Wherfore, ye yong men, I rede you forthy - 
Beware alwaye, The Glinde eteth many ye. 14 
Of this matir I dare make no relation, 
In defaute of ſlepe my ſpirites ex fainte, 
In my ſtudie I have had long habitacio n, 
My body aud goſt are grevouſly attaint, 
And therfore 1 make no lengir complaint; 
But whethir that the blind ete fleſh or fiſh 
I pray Gad kepe the fly out of my diſhe ! 122 
Now | make an ende, and laie me doune to reſt, 
For | knowe by experience veramente 
If maidinis and wivis knewe and wiſt 
Who made the mattir he ſhould ſone be ſhent, 
Wherefore | praic that God omnipotente 
. Hym ſave and kepin bothè night and daie. 
Writtin in the luſtie , of Maie. 28 
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CERTAINE. Ats, r. mz 
rn oni 
J The X, cee memaundementes er 1 aA 
Cx r is ſerre extendlith yet my reſon n 
This matir us it ould be to diſerivez) 171 2 
But l truſte your grace will in this ſeſon 
Conſidir howe with conyng that I ſtriv e, 
For in his favour coud I ner arrive; Sur SRO tory 228 
Elo'quence'this balade hath — orb 
The makir lackith manir to endite. uw 60 
Of Love's commaundementes x. ihe nomber f 
As aftirward ſhall radely be reherſed,” 5 5 t? 
And lovirs, in no wiſe departe aſunder \ 11115 1 / 
Where as thei be obſervid and redreſſed, 
Daungir n 3500 
And he that is commaundid this to make 
e ee r eee e f 10 


* ben 28 7297 8175 
Faithe is he rſt and principally en. 


And verie love requirith ſoche credence, 

That eche beleve othir true as the goſpel, - 

Without adulacion or flatreryng audience, 

In true menyng und truſtie eonſiden te: 

Paint not your connyng with colour ne fable, " 

For then your rr muſt nedis be Nr 1 
r 

In the ase nee ee ng 
Your lovir to pleſe doe your buſie cure, 
For as myn aucthor Romance maketh wha 0 


118 urn HAAS, .. 


Without entent love mai not 
As women will thereof, I am right ſure, 
Endevour with ther hertè, will, and thought, 
To pleſe hym opely that ther eee at 
net eH Diſeraaibectry noeoy of: 1 +4 
In your delyng evir ybe diſcrete,, 
Set not your love been dab l * 
Advertiſe in your minde whether be be mete, 
That unto hym your herte maie be diſeloſed, 
And aſtir as you finde hym then diſpoſ eld 
Poinct by diſcreſion your hour, time, and place, 
Conveniently ebe — eee 35 
Doll Pacencec 9 1 24; 4 
Of theſe — — iii. is paciencer” ; 
Though by ĩrous corage your lovir be meved, 
With ſoſt wordis and humble obedience 
His wrathe maic fone be ſwaꝑid and releved, 
And thus hislove-obteinidandacheved' i) 
Will in you rote with gretir diligence, - S OTE” 7 8 
Bicauſe of * meke womanly pacience. 432 
eee eee eee 247 6 
n bifana eds in your werkis,” 
In ſhewing cuuntenance or mevyng your eye, 
Though ſache behavior to ſome folk be derke, 
He that hath lovid will it ſone aſpie, 
Thus you your ſelf yout counſaill maĩe deſer ie; 
Make privy to your delyng few* as ye mais, 
For iii. may hepe'a counſel if ituain be a]. 49 
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Prudence. hien ei n ©, No 
Let prudence govetne aye your bridib reine: 1 
TAO eee gnueg 101 
But that in godely haſt ye may refreine, CAE 
If that your lovirs liſt you to diſpiſe; | 
Romaunce min auctour wold ydu this adviſe, 
Ty ſlacke your love, for if ye doe not ſo [is v5 
That wann will tourne you mne 022973 _ 
©: Perfeveranrces 1) 11 79907 bats 
$tabliſhe yo love in ſo ſtedfaſt ie. Amin G 
If that ye ND ON I 23741 2Watl: 
As entirely as ere you can deviſe, EN a. 
Love hym onely and refuſe alle nee; 
Then ſhall not your worſhip ychaunge his hew. 
For certis, maiſtris, then is he to blame 
But if that he will quite you with bene. — 
Piti. Nu 14713 HAIRS? 
Be piteous we, as womanhod requireths w OT 
That for your love endurith painis ſmert. 
Whom ſo ſorely your pleſaunt loke enſiretb, 
That printid is your beautie in his hert 
And woundid lyith-without knife or'darte; +; + " 
There let your pitie ſpred without reſtrrinte, 
For lacke of it let not your ſervaunt feint. * 

; SAN 4b Afr iow y ating ts, 
Take meſurg i in your talkyng, be n'ot nge. 
For this reherſith Romance de la Roſe 1147, 

A man endued with plenteous langage 


— MEN 

Take meſure in wiſedome ingroſe, 139.5 

For meſure, as right ee err NEL 

r 1 299 

| Mercies © I 

663 

Ovir all mercie to oceupie his place, 

P 

eee eee eee 

To him that boundin is in Lov'is lace 

a an tt — etl 15] 

. 6p nz 
When ye uns tis blade have inſecion fi 

In my makyng holde me excuſable, * 

It is ſubmittid unto your correccion | 

Confidir that my connyng is diſable 

To write to you the figure uniable; 

All devoide of connyng and experience, 


Maner of indityng, reſon, and eloquence. 91 


OT INE ee pts. 
You to obelewvhile his life mig edure, r 
ee eee 
No guerdone deſiryng of yerthly treſure, 
But if it might accorde with your pleſure 
For his true ſervice hym for to avaunce, 
And call hym into yout rememberaunce, 97 
. Explicit the K. Commaundementes of Lo. 
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delt ul] | Duene Siuepe· Slot wonazing ©: # 
1 in preciouſnes, o Sinope the Quene! 
Of all feminine berynge the ſceptir and regalie, [ſene, 
gubduyng the large countrie of Armenie', as it was 
OA Wit —— thou ybrovght them for th 
applie, Y 


* 


RH STO ith 2 2H 3 1 


Thi honor id ders and dey pinned 6s ef 3 
O moſt renoumed Hercules! withal thy pompous boſte 
Thie baum priſonir and put to fights thine 
2 Tadie Hippolyte. nne holt. 
— on for erage —— of 
eee ieee: N 
WW K. 
Which with her amorous chere neee 
: might » 84 1 uigus von 
ebe the ance ure dsc i all paste 
3 — — — 
Unto her greteè laude and glorie perpetual! 22 
Attribotid by all is with ampbe utea. 1000 
212 2 Laie Deipbiſe. 3 a4 
The moſt noble triumph? tees beh. 
In releve and ſuccor of the gret Duke of l 
She chaſliſid and brought into perpetual exile 
The aureat citizeinis of the mightie Thebis, © 
Ne reopening rt 1 
Felumr XIII. 8 elde 


Nut ſhe with her ſiſtir Agrife them did dounè caſt, 
"And wich forioys fire the cite Feen ac aft. Ws * 
Tal Tas. 

0 pulchrior ole in beautie and full ylucident, 
of all feminine cretuxis the moſte formous flour! 
In Italy reigning with gret chevalry right fervent, 
-Chaiſtiſed the Romaigis as maiſtris and conquerour, 
O lady Teyca! mockil was thy glorie and honour, 
Yet mochil more was to.commende thy grete benig- 
lo thy-perbia living and virgizall chaſtitie. [nite 
27504 uegtaug un | Quene Pentheſilea. 
+ 0.ye Trojamis! for this noble Quene Pentheſle 
Sorowe her mortalitie with dolorous compaſſion, 
Her love was towardis you ſo preguante and fertile, 
Which that againiſt the proude Grekis made defenſion, 
With her victorious hand was al her affeccion ¶ joie 
To laſhe the Grekis to ground, and with ther hert' is 
To revengin the coward deth of noble Hector of 
oils d bg e Wan I Troie. 

0 thou moſt, rigorous Quene Thamyria invincible! 
Upea the ſtrong and hideous peple of citees reining, 
Whiche by thy grete powir and by wittis ſenſible | 
Vtokiſt in battaile captive Cyrus, the grete King 
Of Perſia. and of Media, his hed in blode lying; Iſtid, 
Thou baddiſt him to drinkin of the blode he hadthur- 
And xxii. M; abkis bode ther there were diſſreſſid. 42 

Ladie Lampe. 

5 trumpe ymade of gold afangid ſo 

Hath blowin ſp up the fame and glory en viron I bright 


Of this lady Lampedo, with he —— 7 
That al the land of Feminie, Europe, and Epheſos, 
Be yeldin and applied lowly to her ſubjeceio rf 
Many an high toure ſhe raiſid, and ybilt touris long, 
Perpetuelly to laſtin, with huge wallis rene 1 "49 
r7 Lune Semiramis. „dal you 0) þÞ 
Lo here Semiramis, the Quene of grete Babilon; a 
The moſte generous gem and the floure of lovily favor, 
Whoſe excellent powir from Mede unt * 
Horiſhed in her regally as a mightie conqueror, 
Subdued al Barbary, and Zoraſt the King of honor, 
She flue Ethiop, and conquirid Armenie and Inde, 5 5 
In which non entrid but Alexander and ect finde. 
S Tadie Menalifpe. Sin earn. 
Alſo the ladie Menalippe, thy ſiſtir ſo dere, Iſtand, 
Whoſe martial powir there wasnoman that coud with- 
For thorough the with wore there with — yſound 
* | akex pers} 0 * ſhanide, 
The famous Duke of Athenid bee ö had in 
And ſhe ſorely chaſtiſid him and conquirid his lande; 
The proudè Grekis mightilie alſo ſhe did aſſalle, 62 
And ovircame and vanquiſhid them Ay bende 


Explicit the balade of the IX. W, 8 Vas 3 
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Aton walkyng, a oy | a 
In thought n Al [4eftlare, aaf. 4 
And fore fighyng, 


Ly , 


F Ay Wo ůĩ Ä 


8 


A 


Am f not "ag 


| 20 
Thus to to endure 


og Ak Maie have more pain? 24 
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Ky tris fo plain e 
n remembraunce; | 238 


Is take in vain, 
And grece dſain 


Yet I full faine 


Would me complaine From this ane 33 
Me to o abſtaine CHAN | 


ein rant sah, G. Tg 
& t Anm 


don Thot finder" m2) 1 


But in ſubſtaunce 
None allegeaunce 


Of my grevaunce 5 
p nn are en bat nc hoh 200 016. WET 
2 ; Re 39 Lanny os Kon ne 

Right ſo my chaunce e 

With — FTFaAnd n ine 

y ' 
"S £% + * 
Kerle. ge, 
" + } 
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Is Feverere, whit _ it was full cones: 
Froſte, ſnowe, haile, raine, hath dumtsscds 3" 
With chaungable'elementes and windes — 8 
Whiche hath of ground, floure, herbe, juriſdiccion 
For to diſpoſe aftir their correcci n,, 
And yet Aprilis with his pleſaunt ſhoures | 
Diſſolveth the ſnow and bringith forthe his floures, 7 
Of whoſe invencion lovirs mate be glade, 5 
For thei bring in the kalendis of Maie, © = 
And thei with countinaunce demure, meke; and fad, 
Owe to worſhip the luſtie floures alwaie, 
And in ſpeciall one called ſe of the dais, 
The diifie, a flowir white and rede, 


1 


And in Frenche callid La bel Margaret. 10 
O commendable floure, and moſte in minde! 
O floure and gracious of excellence! 
O amiable Marga'rite! of natife kind, 
| Ii 
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To whom 1 muſt reſort with diligence, - 
With hert, wil, thought, moſt lowly. aboiene, 
: I to be your ſervaunt, ye my regent, - | 
For life ne deth nevir for to repent. 21 
Of this proceſſe now forth will I procede, | 
Whiche happith unto me with grete diſdain, 
As for the time thggeof I take leſt hede, 
For unto me was brought the ſors paine, 
Therſore my cauſe was the more to complaine, 
Yet unto me my grevaunce was the leſſe | 
That I was ſo nigh my ladic* and maiſtreſſe. 28 
There where ſhe was preſent in this ſame place, 
I having in herte grete adverſite, x 
Except oucly the fortune and gode grace 
Of her whoſe 1 am, the whiche releved me, 
And my grete dures unlaſid hath ſhe, _— 
And brought me out of the ferfull grevaunce, 
If 'it were her eſe it'were to me pleſaunce. 35 
As for the wo whiche that I did endure 
It was to me a verie pleſaunt pain, 
Seyng it was for that faire creature 
Whiche is my ladie and my ſoverain, 
In whoſe preſence l would be paſſyng fain, 
So that | wiſt it werin her pleſure, f 
For ſhe is from all diſtaunce my proteQour. 44 
Though unto me dredſull ywere the chaunce, 
No maner of gentilnes oweth me to blame, 
For J had le vir ſuffre” of deth the penaunce 


Wc 


* » 


CERTAINE BALADES, W, 45 


Than tha haul fur we hand eee 

Or in any wiſe loſin her gode name: 
So wiſely God for his endleſſe merceie 
Graunt every lovir joy of his lady! 49 


| 
. Explicit. | 


A ballade. 


O Mercifull and o merciable 

Kyng of kyngis, and fathir of pite, 

Whoſe might and mercie is incomperable! 

O prince eterne, o mightie Lorde! ſaic we, 

To whom mercie is given of propirtie, 

On thy ſervaunt that lieth in priſon bounde 

Have thou mercie or that his herte woundle. 7 
And that thou wilt graunt to him thy priſoner / / 

Fre libertie, and loſe hym out of pain, 

All his defires, and all his hevie chere 

To all gladneſſe thei were reſtored again, | 

Thy high vengeance why ſhould thou not e 

And ſhewe mercie, ſith he is penitent? 

Now helpe hym Lorde, and let him not be ſhent. 14 
But ſith it” is ſo there is a treſpas done. 

Unto Mercie let yelde the treſpaſſour, 

It is her office to redreſſe it ſone, 

For Treſpaſſe to Mercie is a mirrour, 

And like as the ſwete hath the price by ſoure, 

80 by Treſpaſſe Mercie hath all her might, 

Without Treſpaſſe Mercie hath lacke of light. 
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What ſhould phiſike doe but if ſikenes were? 
What nedith ſalve but if there were a ſore? 
What nedith drink wher thirſt hath no power? 
What ſhould Mercie doe but Treſpas g0 'afore'? 
But Treſpas Mercie woll be litil ſtore, - d 
Without Treſpas ner execuſion 
Maie Mereie have ne chief perfeccion. 28 

The cauſe at this time of my writyng, 

And touchyng Mercie, to whom I make mone, 
Is for fere leſt my ſovereigne and ſwetyng, | 
I menin her that lovelyir is none, 

With me' is diſpleſed for cauſis more than one; 


' What cauſis thei be that knoweth God and ſhe, 


But ſo do not l; alas, it forthinketh me 35 
© What ſe ſhe' in me, what defaute or offence ? 

What have I doe that ſhe on me diſdaine? 

How might | doe come into her preſence, 

To tell my complaint, whereof | were faine? 

I drede to loke, to ſpeke, or to complaine, 

To her that hath my herte every del; 

So help me God | would al thing wer wele: 42 
For in this caſe came I nevir or now p11 

In Lov'is daunce fo ferre in the trace, 


For with myne eſe eſcapin | ne mow 
Out of this daungir, except her gode grace, 


For though my countenaunce be mery' in her face, 
As ſemith to her by worde or by chere, | 


Yet her gede grace ſettith myne herte nere. 49 


0 


CERTAINE BALADES, . 
Why Ito her now and afore ywrote, | wt bt tor} ba 
She maie well thinke it is no grete mile | 
To him that is in love brought ſo hote FL 
It 'is a ſimple tre that fallethwith one firol :- 
That mene l, though that my ſoveraine . 
Me hath denied yet grace may come to morn. * 
Maiſtris, for the gode will I have you ought, : 
And evir ſhall as long as life durith, 
Pitie your ſervant, kepe him in your thought, 
Give* him ſom comfort or medi' cin, and curith Sq 
His ague, that encrefith, that renuith: | 
So gre vous ben his paines and ſighis ſore ; 
That without mercy his dais be forlore. 63 
Go, itil bill, go forth, and hie the faſt, - N | 
Recommende me*, and excuſe me as you can. in 
For very feble am I at the laſt, Bb nl 
My pen is woren, my hew is pale and wan, 
My eyen ben ſonke, disfigured like no man, 5 * 
Till Deth his dart that cauſith for to ſmert | 
My corps have conſumed, then farwel ſwet — 70 N 
Doughtre' of Phœbus in vertuous apparence, "n 
My love elect in my rememberaunce,  , | ith 
My carefull herte diſtreined cauſe of abſence, | 
Till ye my' empreſſe me releſe my grevaunce, 
Upon you is ſet my life, myne attendaunce, 
Is ſette without recure I wis untill G 
Ye grauntin my true herte to have his will. 8 


Ns CEXTAINE BALADES, e. 
Thus, my dere ſwetyng ! in a traunte I lye, 

And ſhal, til drops of pitie from you ſpring, 

I mene your mercie, that lieth my herte nye, 

That me maie rejoyce, and cauſe for to ſyng 

Theſe termes of love; lo I have won the ring, 

My godely maiſtris: thus of his gode grace © 

Gad graunt her bliſſe in heven to have a place! 84 


Herefolowedb nn with Palla. : fot and Ju- 
eee. 


Pallas loquitur ad Parin.” 
Sox xx of Priam, gentill Paris of Troie, 
Wake of thy flepe, beholde us goddeſſes thre, 
We havin brought to the encreſe of joye, 
To thy diſcreſion reportyng'our beautie; 
Take here this appill, and well adviſe the 
Whiche of us is the fairiſt in thy ſight, | 
And give thou it, we praie the, gentil knight. 7 
Juno loquitur primo. 23S 
If ſo be thou give it to me, Pariſe, f 

This ſhal I give unto thy worthines, 
Honour and conqueſt, nobley, loſe and priſe, 

he title in Speght and Urry runs, How Mercury, with Pal- 
las, Venus, and Minerva, c. but as Pallas and Minerva is one 
and the ſame goddeſs, and as Juno was the third goddeſs at this 


interview with Paris, her-name in the title, and as one of the 


appellants to the Trojan prince, is ſubſtituted for that of Mi- 
ner Va, 


CERTAINE DBALADES; . 131 
Victorie, courage; force, and hardines, oY lei $212} 02 
_ Gode avinture, and ſamous manlines; sz 
For that appil all this give I to the 
Conſidir this Pariſe, and give ĩt mae. 134 
. eee 1 
Naie, give ĩt me, and this I ſhall you give, 
A glad aſpecte with favour and fairne ss 
And love of ladies alſo while ye live 
Famous ſtature and princely ſeme lines 
Accordyng to your natife gentilne s 
Undirſtand this gift well, I you adviſ ccc 
And give it unto me hardly PariſQ. 2 
Pallas loguitur ad Parin. FY. 
Ye, ye, Pariſe, takith hede unto moe; 
Thou art a prince yborne by thy diſcente, 
And for to rule thy royall dignite | 
I ſhall the givin firſt intendemente, - road] 
Diſcrecion, prudence in right judgemente,: + 
Whiche in a prince is thing moſt oovꝰ able: 


Give it to me; I am to have it able. 4+ 1x11 148 
VVV 

A balade pleſaunte. = . 
] Have a ladie, where ſo that ſhe be, Failib od 


That ſeldome is ſhe ſoveraine of my bag t ba 
On whoſe beautie when I beholde and fe, © | 

Remembryng me how well ſhe is ywrought, 
I thanke Fortune that to her grace me bropght, 
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So faire is ſhe, but nothyng angelike, 
Her beautie is unto none othir like. 


For hardily and ſhe were made of braſſe, 

Her face and all, ſhe hath enough fairneſſe;- 
Her eyen ben holow and greve as any graſſe, 
And raveniſh yelowe'is her ſounitrefſe, 


Thereto ſhe hath of every comelineſſe 
Soche quantitie givin her by Nature 


That with the left ſhe is of her flature. 


And as a bolt her browis ben ibent, 
And betill browed ſhe is alſo with all, 


And of her witte as ſimple and innocent 


As is a childe that can no gode at all ; 


She is not thicke, her ſtature is but ſmall ; 
Her fingirs ben litil and nothyng long; 


Her ſkin is ſmothe as any ox is tong: 


Thereto ſhe is ſo wiſe in daliaunce, 


And beſet her wordis ſo womanly, 


That her to here it doeth me diſpleſaunce, 
For that ſhe ſaieth is ſaied ſo connyngly 
That when there be no mo then ſhe and 1 


I had levir ſhe were of talkyng fill 


Then that ſhe ſhould ſa godelie ſpeche ſpill. | 
And flothe none ſhall ye have in her entreſſe, 


So diligent is ſhe and vertuleſſe, 

And fo buſie aĩe all gode to undreſſe, 
That as a ſhe ape ſhe is harmeleſſe, 
And as an harnet meke and pitèleſſe, 


| 3 ; 


wo 
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EXRTAINE BALADES, He, 


With that ſhe is ſo wiſe and circumſpeQe, _ 3 I; 
That prudence none her folic can infecte. Nr 


19 IS +.1 


Is it not joye that ſoche one of her age, 8 ; | 
Within the boundes of ſo grete tendirneſle,. 
Should in her werke be ſo ſadde and ſo ge, 8 
That of the weddyng ſawe all the nobleſſe 
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Of Quene Jane, and ywas tho as U geſſe 
But of the age of yeris ten and five? . 
I trowe there are not many ſoche alive. 3 

For, as Jeſu my ſinfull ſoule fave, | 


There n'is creture in all this worlde livyng 8 


Like unto ber that I would gladly have, 


So pleſith mine hert that godely ſwete . ao _ 


Whoſe ſoule in haſte unto his blis ybryng 
That firſt her formid to be a creture, 
For were ſhe well of me l did no cure. 


Explicit the diſcrivyng of a faire ladie. 


An other balade. 


O Moſfie quince! 1 by your ſtalke, 
The whiche no man dare plucke awaie nor take 
Of all the folke that paſſe forthe by or walke, Pe 
Your flouris freſhe be fallen awaie and ſhake; . 


am right ſorie, maiſtreſſe, for your fake; 


Ye ſeme a thyng that all men have 1 : ; 877 


Ye be ſo ripe 4 waxin almoſte toten 
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11 re Ar Abr (2 
Vour uglie chars, deinous and froward, © 
Your grene eyin, frownyng aud nothing . 
Your chekez, enbolned like a melowe "aa 
Colour of orenge, your breſtes ſatournad, 2 


Gilt on wara'ntife, the colour wil not fade, 


Bawſin buttockid, belied like a tonne, 2 g 2 
Men crie 8. Barba'ry at the lofing of your Sonne. 14 
Lovely leude mailtris, take conſideracion, 

ram fo forowfull there as ye be abſent. 
Floure of che barkfate fouleſt of al the nacion, . 

To love you but 4 little'i is myne entent; | 

The ſwert hath ſwent you, the ſmoke hath you ſhent, 
I trow ye have ben laid on ſome kill to drie, 
You do ſoch worſhip there as ye be preſent, 
333 love you beſt a M. timis fe. Bp 


* * 


| | 
A balade eee men ts beware fuel e. 
{ » 
Lon well beste ye that loviris be, 
Let not your luſtis lede you to dotage, 8 85 
Be not enamoured on all thynges ye ſe; 125 
Sampſon the forte and Salomon the ſage 
Decevid were for all ther grete courage; 
Men demi it right that thei fe with 8 
Beware therefore, The Lind cteth many a fle. 2” 


ee 435 
.Twpene of women; for all ther « eres quent 

Truſt them not to moch, ther egg) 15 but.tr Heben, 
The fairiſt outward. wel can thei ypaint,. A Sts BoA 
Ther lledfaflneſſe endurith but a ſeſon, ER” 
For thei faine ſreadlines and worchin treſon, . 1 dat 
And for thei are chaungable natu rally, ED 
Beware therefore, The blind eteth- many 4 . er 1 
What wight on lyve x ytruſtith on ther cheres 
Shall have at laſt his guerdon and his mede; 
Thei can ſhave nerir than raſours or ſheres: 
Al is not gold that foinith, eee * Nu by 
Their galle is hid undir a ſugrid wede:: 
It is but queint ther fantaſie to eh N 
Beware therefore, The blind cteth many a ie. 11 8 ge 
Though a all the worlde doe his buſic cure IP in 
To make women ſtandin in \ ſtablenefſe | 92 
It would not be; ĩt is again nature; 8 Ne 3 
The worlde is doe when thei lacke "doubjenes, 3 3 
For theĩ laugh and love not, this i is Seren A 


y CE 3 x 


To truſt on them it is but fantafie, 5 1 


OF 171 4d er F, 
bh 1 © y 


4 72 
4 TS by 


Beware therfore, The bind eteth many a fic." 2 88 28 | 
Women of kinde hath condicions chre z Sk 14 
The firſt is that thei b be full of diſfeite, 1 Ty 3 5 1 | | 1 
To ſpinnin alſo is cher propertie, 2 5 | 
And women have a wondirfull conſeite, _ | 4 
For thei can wepe oft, and all is adleite,, a3 In RT Ys, = | 
And when thei liſt the tere is in the che; 5 . | x | 
Beware W Me Hind ciel fry a $8 Nigg af 
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uber 


155 EXKTAINE BALADES, U. 

In ſoth ts fac, though all the yerth ſo Wanne 
Wer parchement ſmoth, white and ſcribabell, 
And the gret ſe, that called is the” Ocean, _ 
Were tournid into ynke blackir then ſabell, 

Eche ſticke a pen, eche man a ſcrivener abel, 
Not coud thei writin woman 's trechirie, | nf 
Beware therfore, The Vlind eteth many' a flic 43 


* 7 1 . * 
* * 81 > r 1 35S 3 9 4 
;#+ 134 þ © 74+ Ss . * * 4 CF 
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Able dtrn tht ene cf dth md x 
Ls > hed N bon tac 


In womanhede, as auctours al ywrite, 
Moſt thing commendid is chaſte honeſle, 
Thing moſt flaund'erous ther nobles to arwite, 
As when women of haſty fratlte 
Exceden the bondes of wifely chaſtite, 
For what availeth lynage or rial blode | | 
When of ther lyving the report is not ode? ? 7 
The holy bed defoilid of mariage 
For ones defoiled may not recovered be, 
The vice goth forth and the froward langage 
By many a relme and many a grete cite; 
Slaundir hath a cuſtome, and that' is grete pite, 
That true of fals, by a contrarious ſoune, 

Onis areiſed it goth not lyghtly downe: l. 

For when a lechour by force or maſtry 

Defoulid hath of virgins the dennes, 
Widous oppteſſed, and lye in advoutry, 


Alaild wives hat Ade in Nablenes,.: i. - 0 
Who may then ther ſlaunderous ar me 1 


When ther gode name is hurt by ſoch SIP bee 


For. fame loſt ones can ner bave bis reſort... LOTS | 41 
A thefe may robbe a man of his rieheſſe, us 
And by ſome mene make reſlitucion, a3 —_—_ 


% +4 2 7 [4 511 e 


And ſome man maye dyſherit and oppreſſe 3 
A povir man rom his poſſeſſion, e ee 


4. 
i: 4 2 : 
4 * r 


vrt i 

And aſtir make him ſatisfaccio n 

But No man may reftore in no derne 2 . 

A maide robbid of ber virginite. ene N Va 
A man may alſo bete a caſtil d dune, 

And bilde it aftir more freſh to the fight, . . 955 

Exile a man out of his regioune, 8 = eds th 


And him revoke whether it be SL oh ty 
But No man bath the poxwir ne the e 


For to reflore the palace virginal_ ers M363 ot 

of Chaflite aben brodin ib. 358 
Men may alſo put qut of ther ſervice, 

And officirs remeve out of ther place, | 

And at a day, when Fortune lit deviſe, 

They may again reſtorid bg dh e,. 

But Ther n'is time nothir ſet ne ſpace, * 

Nor ner in ſtory neitbir rad ne fain, 

That maydenhode loft recovered Twas again: "WE ned 
For whiche men ſhouldin have? a gabe, 42 

Rewe in ther hertis and repentin, ſore, 


14 108 . 


Finne 1 
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733 en Tat Batabees, tf, 

To ravithe thing Whith they tmay hot reſtobe; © 

For it is Taide, and hath be laid ful yore,” © 

The emeraud grene of parfite chase 

Stole ones away may net recovered be.” 0 
And hard it is to raviſhe a treſfour 

Whiche of nature is not e 

Lordſhip may not of kinge nor emperour 

Reforme a thinge whiche is nat reformable ; 

Ruſt of defame is inſeparable, 

And Maidiabode vlg of newe or yore 4 

No man on live may it again reſtore. 5 8 
The Romanes olde thorough ther Na e 

Suffirid tyrauntes in ther tyranyees 

On ther cites to do grete violence, 

The peple to oppreſſe with ther roberies, 

But them to puniſhe they ſet gret is 

On falſe avouterers, as it is wel couth, 

Which widowesraviſh neee deber youth. 63 


ohh + ge” 


Chaucer's Wa ll Ne $ 
Avau Scrivenere, yf ever it the befalle . f 
Boece or Troiles for to write new | 
Under thy longe lockes thou maiſt have the kale, 
But after my makynge thou write more true, 
So ofte adaye I mote thy werke renew r 
lt to correcte and eke to rubbe and ſcrape, 
And al is thorow thy negligence and rape. 7 
| End of Chaucer's Works, | 


4 


eurem baraves, E. | 8 


Yuba . * 


O Noble worthie Kyng Henrie the Vere! piedo obf 
In whom the gladd® fortune is befall D 920 
The peple to governe here upon ode [2 
God hath the choſen in comfort of us all 
The worſhip of this land, which was doun a 
Now ſtant upright through grace of * dee. 
Which every man is hold for to bleſſQ 7 
The moſt high God of his juſtice alone 
The right whiche longith to thy regalie 
Declarid hath to ſtande in thy perſone, 
And more then God maie no man juſtiſie, | 
Thy title” is knowe upon thyne aunceſtrie, 3 
The land'is folk hath eke thy right aſſirmed, 
So ſtant thy reigne of God and man WOOL 14 

There is no man mai ſaie in othirwiſe | 
That God hymſelf ne hath the right declared, 
Whereof the lande is bounde to thy ſervice, 
Whiche for defaute of helpe hath long r 
But now there is no manu'is hertè ſpared 
To love, and ſerve, and worchin thy Regeste | 
And all this is through God'is purveiaunce. - '* 21 

in alle thing whiche is of God begonne 
There foloweth grace, if it be well e NN T e 
Thus tellin thei whiche olds bokis conne, 
Wherof, my Lorde, I wote well thou art _—_—_ 
I ſke of thy God, ſo ſhalt thou not be werned 
Of no requeſt the whiche is reſonable, 
For God unto the gode is favourable, 28 


- 
— — — . nr 0 — 
> gy 24 7 


rr ood ARTE eee er ET CS 


* 
Win 
: 


CERTAINE BALADES, Ge. 


King Salomon, whiche had at hig aſcyng 

Of God hat thing hym was leviſt to crave, 

He chaſe wiſedome to the right govirnyng 

Of Godis folke, the whiche he wouldin ſave, 

And as he chaſe, it fill hym for to have 

For through bis wit while that his reign did laſt 

He gate hym pece and reſt into his laſt, 35 
But Alexandre', as tellith his ſtorie, 

Vnto the God beſought in othir waie, 

Of all the worlde to win the victorie, 

So that undir his ſwerde it might obaie; 

In werre he had all that he wouldin praie; 

The mightie God behight hym that beheſte, 

The worlde he wanne, and had it of forall Wy 4 | 
But though it fill at thilke tyme ſo __ 

That Alexandre his aſkyng had atchived, - 

This ſinfull worlde was all Painim tho, 

Was none whiche hath the high God beleved, 

No wondir was though thilk world was greved 


Though a tyrant his purpoſe might ywin, | 


All was vengeaunce and infortune of ſin. 49 


But now the faith of Chriſt. is come aplace | 
1Emongisthe princis in this yerth here, 
It ſitte hem well to doe pite and grace, 
But yet ĩt muſt. be temprid in manere/, 
For that thei findin canſe in the mattere, 
Upon the poinct, what aftirward betide 
The lawe of right ſnall not he laied aſide. 36 


\ 


ert rau ATA, os, 
So maic a king of werrs the voyage 
Ordain nd take, as he thereto is holde, 
To claime and aſke his rightfull heritage 


In al phacis whereas it is withholde, 


But othirwiſe, if God himſelfe would 


Aſſirmin love and pece bitwene the I | » | 
Pece is the beſt above al erthely thinges. ay 


Gode is to eſchewe warre; and natheles 2 


A king may makin werre upon his > cxn, i 
For of bataile the final ende is peſe, 
Thus ſtant the lawè that a worthy bt 
Upon his trouth may goin to the fight, ' 
But if ſo were that he mightin cheſe 
Bettir is pece, of which may no man leſe. 


To ſtere 0 ought everyche one on he 


1 


Firſt for to ſettin his liege lorde in reſt, 
And eke theſe othir men that they ne ſtrive, 


17 


For ſo this landè may ſtandin at enn 


What king that wolde be the worthyeſt, | 
The more he might our dedly werris ceſe 
The more he ſhould his worthineſſe encreſe. 


And to the he ven it ledith eke the way, 
Pece is of ſoule and life the mann is helth, ' © 
Of peſlilence, and doth the werre away; 
My liege Lorde, take hede of that 1 ſay, 


e 
Pece is the chefe of al the world' is welth, 


If that werre may be lefte take pece on hande, 


Whiche may not be withoutin God@'is fande. 8 


R 


rr 
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With pece ſlant every creture in cet, 
Withoutin pece there may na is be gladde,. 
Above al othir gode pece is the belt, | 
Pece hath himſelf han werre is all „ 


| r 


Pece is of alle charite the kay, YO. 

Whiche hath the life and ſoulè for to way. 9 

My liege Lorde, if that the lyſte to ſeche 

The ſoth enſamplis what the werre hath wrought 

Thou ſhalt wel herin of wiſe mennis ſpeche 

That dedly werre tournith into ought, 

For if theſe old bokis be wel yſought _ 

There might thou ſe what thing that werre hath do 

Both of conguell.; and conquerour alſo. a 
For vaine bonour or for the world'is gode 


They that whilom. the ſtronge wert is made 


Wher be they now? bethinke wel in thy mode 

The day i is gone, the night is derke and fade, 

Ther cruiltez whiche that made hęm than glade, 

They ſorowen now, and yet have naught the more; 

The blode is ſhad which no man may reſtore. 105 
The werre is mothir of the wrongis al, 

It ſleeth the prieft in holy churche at maſſe, 

Forlith the maide, and doth ber flour to fal, 

The werre makith the grete cite laſſe, & 

And dothe the Jawe his rulis ovirpaſſe : *. 

Ther is: nothing herof miſchefe may growe 


Whiche is got cauſid o the werre tre. 112 


eri rA ATA DEB, Ws, 245 
The werte biitipith in povirtiE at Hb heles, 45 
Wherof the comin peple is fore grevedy” /; * 
The werre hath ſet his cart on thilke whe” 1 
Where that Fortune ne may nat be beleved, 
For whan men wenin beſt to have acheved © in 
Ful oftin it is al newe to beginn 
The werre hath nothing fikir tho Ke Vin. 1 
Forthy, my worthy Prince! in Chrift'i > tre, 
As for a parte whoſe faith thou haſt be ide, 25 
Ley to this oldè fore a newè ſalve, e 
And do the werte away what fo betſde; e " d. 
Purchacin pece, and ſet it by thy ſyde, 
And ſuffre nat thy peple be devoured, © m WES rs: 
Bo ſhal thy namic er aftir ſtand Waben N gte 
If any man be nowe or evir wass 2 
Ayen the pece thy privy counfailour ' 
Let God be of thy counſaile in this caas, 
And put away the cruil warriour, _ | 
For God, whiche is of man the ereãtour, 
He wolde not men ſlough his creature | ar ae? 
Withoutin caufe of dedly forfaiture, agg 
Where nedith mdſt behovith moſt to loke; 
My Lorde, howe ſo thy werris be without Aich 
Of time ypaſſid who that hede ytoke 
Gode were at home'to ſe right wel about, 5 
For evirmore the worlte is for to dout, 4 Ry I ED 
But if thou mightiſt parfite pece attaine ' 
There ſhould ybe no cauſe for to plane. 146 
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About a king gode counſaile is to-preiſe,  - 
Above al othir thinges moſt vailable, | | 
But yet a king within himſelfe ſhal peiſe, 

And ſeen the thingis that ben reſonable, 

And therupon he ſhal his wittis ſtable, 

ng the men to ſettin pece in evin, 
For love of him whiche is the king of hevyn. 147 
Al wel is him that ne ſhedde nevir blode 

But if it were in cauſe of rightwyſenes! 


For yf a kynge the peril undirſlode _ 

What is to fle the peple, than I geſſe 

The dedly werris and the hevines _ - __.. 
Wherof the pece diſtourbid is ful ofte _ 
Shuld at ſome time ceſſe and wexin ſoft. 154 


o kinge fulfillid of grace and knighthode ! 


Remembre upon this pointe for Chriſte's ſake ; 


If pece be profered unto thy-manhode, 

Thine honour fave, let it not be ſorſake 1 

Though thou the werris darſh wel undirtake, 

Aftir reſon yet tempre thy courage, 15 

For lyke to pece there is none avauntage. 161 

My worthy Lorde, thinke wel, howe ſo befall, 

Of thilke lore as holy bokis ſaige, N 

Chriſt is the hed, and we be membris al, 

As wel the ſubjecte as the ſovèraine, 

So ſitte it wel that charite be plaine, | 

Whiche unto God himſelſe moſt accordeth, _ 

So as the lore of Chriſt'is worde recordeth. 163 
6 | 


TAN Abe, „. 148 


In the olde la we, of Chr iſt himtſelſe was bore, Mm 
Amonge the x. commaundmentes I rede ! 
Howe that manſlaughtir ſnouldè be forbore, 12 | 1 
Soche was the wil that tym of the Godhede, 
But aftir ward, hau Chriſt ke imam, | 
Pece ywas the firlt thing be let do'crie””! * Boy 
Ayenſt the world'is raricour und — 1 25 99 

And or Chriſt Wb en nee ee 11 
And ſtighed to hevea;he made his teſtament, 
Where he bequath do his diſciplis therez\, 
And ya ve his pece, whiche is the fouhd&ment © © | 
Of charite, withoutin whoſe aſſent an: dum bien 
The world'is pece may nevir wel be mund? 3 39146 

Ne love be kept, ne lawe be juſtiſied. 1 2 
I be ſewis with the Painims — #1 
But they among hemſelſe ſtode er in pet, 

Why ſhouldin than our pece ſtande out of erre, 
Which Chriſt hath choſe unto his owne WEN 
For Chriſt is more than ywas Moyſes, 

And Chriſt hath ſette the parſite of the wb 
The whiche ne ſhould in no wiſe be withdrawe. 189 

To yeve us pece was cauſe why'Chriſt — 
Withoutin pece may nothing ſtonde ned i 
But nowe a man may fe on every ſide | 
Howe Chriſt 'is faith is every duy aifailed, -- 
With Painims diſtroyid and fo batailed 
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That for defaute of helpe and of defence © bil 
{Unnethis hath Chriſt his dewe reverence. - 196 4! 
Volume XIII. REDD 
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The right faith to kepin of holy churche - { -: 
The firſt point is ynamid of kaighthode,/: -- :-:// 
And every man is holde for to worche 
Upon the point that ſtante to his manhode, - |; 

But now, alas! the fame is ſpred ſo hrode 
That every man this thing compla init, 
And yet is there no man tas help ordinit. 203 
The world” eee 
There be the werris redy to the ſul, 
But Chriſt'is owne cauſe in ſpecial 
There ben the ſwerdis and the ſperis 4. 
And with the ſentence of the Pop is bal, 
As for to done the folke paine obey, Fi 
The churche is tournid al anothir Wey. 210 
It' is wondir above any mann is wit | 
Withoutin werre how Chriſt'is faith was won, 
Aad we that be upon this erthe yet 
Ne kepe it not as it was firit begon ; 
To every creture undir the ſanne | — | 
Chriſt bad himſelfe that we ſhoulde preche, || 
And to the folke his Evangely teche. 217 
More light it is to kepè than to make, 
But that whiche we foundin made tofore honde 
We kepe not, but let it lightly lake, 13 
The pece of Chriſt hath al to broke his bonde, 
We reſt our ſelfe, and ſuffrin every lond | 
To ſle eche othir as thinge undefended; 
So ſtant the werre, and pece is not amended. 224 


en TA faba, We, bows 
But thongh . 


Ne doith not al his whole buſineſſe Pri 

Amonge the peple to ſet pece ee UPI TY, 

Theſe kingis oughtin of ther — pop $1: 

Ther own& cauſe among *hemfſelfe'redrefſe; 

Tho Peter's ſhip as now hath loſt his Mere 

It lythe in hem the barge for to ſtere. 1231 
If thattholychurche aftir the dewte 

Of Chriſt'is worde ne be nat al aviſed* i 7 

To makin pece, accorde, and unite, W Die 7; C 

Amonge the kingis that be now deviſed,. 

Yet natheles the law@ ſtand aſſiſ ell 

Of mann'is witte to he ſo reſonable 11 2 


'Withoutin-that to ſlande himſelfe ſtable. 238 


Of holy churche we ben the childrin al, 
And evèry ehilde is holde dan to bows"! Niese tu 100 
Unto the mothir, how that er it _ pres] 
Or ellis he muſt reſon diſalowe, run 91 
And for that cauſe a knight ſhall felt aro. fy! 
The right of holy churehe for to defende, 


Thaf no man ſhal theprivilege offende.” ' ui 


Thus were it gode to ſette al in evyn 0 
The world'is princis and the prelats bothe, * 
For love of him whiche is the king of dee, 21 
And if men ſhould algatis wexin wrothe 
The Sarazins, whiche unto Chriſt ben lthe, | 
Let men be armid ayenſt hem to fight. 
so maye the knight his dede of armis RYE 1254 

Nij 
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Upon iii. pointis ſlant. 3 — 
Firſt holy churchꝭ in her Ele dividi d PPP. 
Whiche erte Grd te eee, 
But yet ſo highe a cauſe is not deſidid. 0 


And thus han bumble pacience is — 

The remènaunt, whiche that they dada ue. 

No wondir is though it ſtande ont of rule. 259 
Of that the hed is ſicke the mn 411 

Theſe reignis that to Chriſt is pece belongen 

For world'is gods theſe dedly werris maken, 

Whiche helpflefle, as in balaynte-yhongen, 

The hed above hem hath nat undirfongen 

To ſet pece, but every man fleith other, 

And in this wiſe hath Charite no brother. 266 
The two defaatis bringin in the thirde, -/ 

Of myſcreantes, that ſeen how we debate, 13 

Betwene the two they fallin in amydde.. 

Where now al day they finde an opin gate; 

Lo! thus the dedly werrs tant algate, 

But evir | hope of King Henne's grace 

That he it is which ſhal the pece embrace... 27 
My worthy noble prince; and king anoynt! 

Whom God hath of his gracè ſo preferved,. 

Beholde and ſr the world upon this point, 

As for thy part, that Chriſt ' is pece be ſerved, 

And ſo mal thy high mede he deſerved, 128188 5 

To him which-al ſhal quite the at the laſte, - - 

For this life here ne may no while laſte. 280 


. 
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Se eee ag 15 q 17 
Se Machabeus, David) and Joſue cr, 
Se Charlemaine, and Godefray, aud ue, 
Fulfilled of werre and of mortalyte, $1879 roll 
Ther fame abytre; but al — r fl d ul 
For Deth, whick hath the werris undir ot, 
Heath made an ende, of which there is no bote. 287 
So many a man the ſoth wete and knoWm̃ 
That pece is gode for every kinge to have, 
The fortune of the werre is er unkno we, 
But where peee is ther is the marchis ſu ve, 
That now is up to morow is undir grave, 
The myghtye God yhath al grace in hande, 
Withoutin him men may not longè ſtande. 294 
Of the tennis to winne or leſe a chactne 
May no life wete or that the bal be ronn e; 
Al ſtant in God what thing men mall purchace; 
Th' ende is in hym or that it be begonn i 
Men ſaine the wolle, when it is well yſponne, 
Doth that the cloth is ſtronge eee eee a5 
And ellis it maye nevir be durable. 8 — 
The world'is chauncis upon avinture 150 
Ben evir ſette, but thilke chaunce of peſe 
Is ſo behovely to the cre ture 
That it is above al othir perrl es 
But it may not begetin natheles A % 
Amonge the men to laſtin any the gn 
But where the herte is une winhebtiin a zes 
N iij 
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The pece is as it were a ſnerumenet 
Tofore the God, and ſhal with wordis plaine, 
Withont any dauble entendement. 2 
Be tretid, ſor the trout ne can not faine, 
But yf the men within *heraſelfe hen vaine; 
The ſubſtaunce of the pece may not be trewe, 
But every day it chaungith upon newe. 3175 

But who that is of charite patfi se 


= 
He voidith alle dleightis ferreawaye, 
And ſette his wurde upon the ſamè plyte 


Where that his hert hath found a ſikir waye, | 
And thus when copſejenceiistrewly waye,  - 
And that theſe ben yhandlid with the t * 
It hal ahyde and ſtande in alle wiſe. 322 
The' Apoſtilifaith, mmer be gods 
Whiche is nat groundid upon charite,, = - / 
For charite ne ſhedde nevir-blode, _ 
So hath the werre as there no properte, 
For thilkꝭ vertue whiche is ſayd pite 
With Charite ſo ferſorth is acquainted 
That in her may no falſe ſemblant be paynted, 229 
Caſſodore, whoſe writinge is authoriſed, | . 
Saithe, where that Pite reignith ther is grace, 
Thrugh which the pece hath ab his welth aſſyſed, 
So that of Werre he dredith no manace; 
Where Pyte dwellith in the ſamè place 
I here may no dedly cruilte ſojourne 


. his vrayè tourne. 336 


EXRTAINE BALADES, .. 
To ſe what pyte forth with mercy doeh 
The cronique is at Rome in thilke empire 
Of Conſtantine, whiche is a tale ſothe, 
ee ee een, eee 
Then do the yongè childrin to martire, | 
Of cruiltie he leftin the quarcle, 
Pyte he wrought, and pyte was his hele. 3483 
For thilkè mann'is-pyte whiche he dede. - | 
God was pytous, and made him whole at al, 
Silveſter came, and in the ſamè ſtede 
He yave him baptiſme firſt in ſpecial, I 
Whiche did awaye the ſinne original, 
And al his lepre? ĩt hath ſo purified u 
That his pyte for er is magnified; : 3830 


OJ oy es nd 


Pyte was the cauſe why: this emperour 
Was whole in body and in ſoulè bothe, N 


And Rome alſo as ſette in thilke l 450 
Of Chriſt'is faith; ſo that they leve or loth, 
Whiche haddin be with Chriſt taſorè rot, 
Rece vid werin unto Chriſt' is lore; - - , 
Thus ſhal pyte be praiſid e virmore. 337 
My worthy liege Lorde, Henry by name, 
Whiche Englande haſte to governin and right, 
Men oughtin wel thy pyte to proclame, 
Whiche opinliche in al the world' is ſight 
It ſhewith, vrith the helpe of God almight, 
To ye ve us pece, which long hath be debated 
Wherof thy priſe ſhal ne vir be abated. 364 


ww 


a4 


$53 ehaTafix DAT Abs, fe. 
My Lorde, in whom hath eviriyer be; — 
Pyte, withoutin ſpotte bf violence, 
Kepe thilke pete alwayis within bounde 
Whiche God hath plantid in thy counſience, 
So ſhal the cronique of thy pacience” 
Amonge the ſaintes be taken into nieworie, 30 
To the legende of perdurable glorie. wor 
And to thin erthely priſe, ſo as I can, ; 
Whiche every man is holdin . ern 
I Gower, whiche am al thy liege man, 
This lettir to thine Excellence 1 ſende, 
As | whiche evir unto my live's ende 


wol pray for the eftate of thy'perſone”-'i/ a 


ln worſhippe of thy ſceptre and thy throne. 378 
Net onely to my kinge of pece l write, 

But to theſe othir princis Chriſtin al, 

That eche of hem his ownè herte endite, 

And ceſe the werre or more miſchefe yfal, 

Sette eke the rightful puppe upon his ſtall, 

Kepe charite, and drawe pite to hande, 2 

And maintaine lawe, and ſo the pece ſh-1|ſtande. 335 
Explicit carmen de pacis commendatione, quod, ad lau- 

dem et memoriam ſereniſſimi Principis domini regts Henri: 

Quarti, ſous | bumilts erento Gower as aye 


Electus Chriſti pie rex Henrice n 
Qui bene veniſti, cum propria regna wn i 
Tu mala viciſtique bonis bona reſtituiſti,/ |; '- | '/ 
Et populo triſti nova gaudia contribuiſti. 
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ce aN Si, 
Et mihi ſpes lata, quod adhue per te renovata 
Succedent fata priſca probitate beata, 


Ef tibi nam grata.gratia ſpopte data. * 
Henriei Quarti primus regni fuit, agu, 1 
Quo mihi defecit viſus ad acta mea. Wo” 
Omnia tempus habent, finem natura mitillree, 
Quem virtute ſua frangere nemo poteſ}.. .. 
Ultra poſſe nihil, quamvis mihi yelle cewaglit, * 
Amplius ut ſeriham non mihi poſſe manet.. . 8 
Dum potui ſcripſi, ſed nunt ane berge. 10 
Turbavit ſenſus, ſcripta relinqus ſchoila 
Seribat. qui veniet poſt me, diſeretior alter 
Ammodo namque manus et mea penna ſilent: 
Hoc tamen in finem verborum quaſo . 
Proſpera 9 e regna an D TOM: 11 
daten, 10 5% ba zb 
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V 
Flite by Das Thon Lidget, cleped The Monte of 
Burie. ; £30 £34 Hs 4451: 2122725 irn *, 
og well 18555 — ave bn 
Of what eſtate ſoever thou ybe, bog 
Or riche or ſtronge, or mighty” of priſſeunce, a 
Prudent or wyſe, or diſcret or beſy, | WHO e 
The dome of folkes in ſoth thou may nat 3 
What evir thou doiſt truftith wel chis, 
Ln ee er in thine apparaile ne ae 
Ik thou be cladde and honeſtly be ſaine -- 
Anone the peple' of malice wol not faile 
Without advice or refon for to ſaine, 
That thin array is made or wrought in vain ; 
Suffre hem ſpeke, and cruſtith tight wel this, 
A wiclid tonge wol alway deme amis. ; | 14 
| Thou wil to kingis be equipolent, 
Wich grete lordis evin and peregal; 
And if thou be to torne and al to rent 
Than wol they ſay, and jangle ovir al, 
Thou art a ſlogarde that nevir thrive ſhal ; 
A wialid tonge wol alway deme amis. ay 


* 


CERT AINE BALADES, Ne. 
If it befallip that thou take a wife, . tt If 

They wollin falſly ſay in ther entent,  . . + 

Thou art.likely evir to lyve in ſtrife, Ak 

Voide of al reſt, without aledgement,.. ol 

Wivis ben maiſtris, this is ther judgement; 

Suffrin al ther ſpeche, and truſt right wel an. 


A wickid tonge wwol alway deme amis. K 42 : 


If thou be faire and exce'llent of beaute, | 
Yet wol they ſay that thou art amourous, 
If thou be foule and uglie on to ſe, 5 
They wol affirme that thou art vicious, 
The peple* of langage is ſo diſpitous; . 
— Suffre' al ther ſpeche, and truſtith right wel his, 
A wickid tonge ol alway deme amis. | 35 
It ſo be that of holie parfiteneſſe 
Thou haſt vowid to live in chaſtite, 
Than wollin folke of thy perſone expreſſe 


Thou art impotent t' engendre in thy degre, e — 


And thus wher thou be chaſte or deſlayze; _ . 

Suffre hem ſpeke, and truſtith right wel this, 

A wictid tonge wol alway deme amis. :< - AS 
If thou be fattZ othir corpulent, | 

Than woll thei ſay thou art a grete gloton, 

. A devourir, or ellis vinolent, NB 

Yf thou be lene or megre of faſhion, _ 

Cal the a nygarde in ther opinion; 

Suffre them ſpeke, and truſtith right wel this, | 


A wickid tonge tool alway deme amt. 49 


/ 
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If thou be rich; fome wol yere the lande; 
And fay it cometh᷑ ef prudent govitmaurite,”” (ESI : 
And ſome wol ſaiti that'it comith ol unde oh pets 
Othir by fleight er falle che vifaunte = © 
To ſain the World Tobe have fo ret pitefanitiees = / 
What fufſre ber fay, and truſt een | 
A viclid tonge wolaliiny Tem u. Runs 0 1 
If thou he ſadde oe bro cken, 
Men wollin ſayn thou thinkift ROTTING” * 
And if that thou be Hadde of dalsinte, 
Men wollin deme it defolucionn. 
And callin faire ſpeche adulatiom; 299 
Yet let him ſpeke, and truſtith CITY 
A wickid tonge wel ub Heme amis, "4 [ 
| Who that is holy by perfeecion 0 
Men of malice wol clp him N 
And who is mery' of clene entencion 
Men ſain'in riot he doth hym delite, 
Some mourne in black, ſome lo uin clot white; 
Suffre men ſpeke, and eruſtich rte wel this, ages 
A wialid tonge wwol uhivay teme dats.” 70 
Honeſt araie men deme it pompe and pride, 
And who goeth pure men cal him a waſtir, 
And who goeth ſtil men marke him on che le, 
Seine that he is à ſpie or agilir, 
Who waſtith not men fain he hath treſoure; 
Wherof conclude arid truſtith right wel an. 
A wickid tonge wot Abα¹ν Yeme Miß. 777 


a reer e 


Who ſpekith moche men clepith him ptuſlent; 
Wha that debateth men ſain that he“ is hardĩie, 
And who ſaith litil with grete ſent meat 
Some folke yet wollin wite him of folie, 
Trouth is put downe, and up goth flattiry⁊⸗- 20 
And who lit plainly knowe the cauſe of rden 


Annie le.. ane. Wen ad oy | 


For though a man ywere as pacient 
As was David throw his buwilite, | 
Or with Salo mon in wiſdome as prudent, 
Or in knighthode egale with Joſue, 
Or manly proved as Judas Machabe, 
Yet for ali chat ytruſtith right wel this 


A wic tid tonge wol alway deme amis. - 91 


And though a man yhad che grete lr) 
Of worthy Hector, Troy is champioun,-.- 
The love of Froylus or the kindueſſe, 

Or of Cæſar the famous high renoun, 

With al Alexaundir's dominacioun, 

Vet for al chat ytruſtith right wel 80 A GT 
A wiclid tonge tv alway deme ami. 98 

Or theughe a man of highe or mew degre Tos 

Of Tullius had the ſugrid eloquence, 

Or of Seneca the moralite, , | 

Or of Caton the forſight and re 25 
Conqueſt of Charles, Artures magnificence, + - | 
Yet for al that ytruſlith right wel this, 


A wickid tonge wol alway deme amis. ö 
Velume IE — — CNS 3 5 
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138  crnaTainn Arbe, tf. 
Touchyng women, the parfit innocence 

Thoughe that they hade of Heſter the yobleſſe, 

Or of Griſilde the humble pacience, - 

Or of Judith the pre vid Nabilnefſe, _ 

Or Polyxene's virginal clennefſe; © 

Yet dare I ſeine, and truſtith right wel this, 

Some wiclid fonge wol dem: of them amt. 112 
The wifely trouthè of Penelope 

Though they it had in ther poſſeſſion, 

Helene's beautie, the kindneſſe of Medee, 

The love unfaingd of Martia Caton, 

Or Alceſtc's moſt trewę affeccion, 

Yet dare I ſain, and truſtith right wel this, 

A wickid tonge wol alway deme amis. , 119 
Than ſevith it that no man mays eſchewe 

The ſwerde of tonges, but it wil kerve and bite, 

Ful harde it is a man for to remewe, 

Out of ther daungir him for to acquite; 

Wo to the tongis that hem ſelfe delite 

To hinder or fclaunder, and ſet their ſtudy” in this, 

And ther pleſaunce to deme alwaye amis. 126 
Moſte goble princis, cheriſhers of vertue, 

Remembrith you of high diſcrecion, eta. 

The firſt vertue moſte plefing to Jeſu 

(By the writing and ſentence of Caton) 

Is a gode tonge in his opinion, 

Chaſtice the reverſe, of wiſdome do this, 


. Voideth your heringe from al that deme amis. 133 


| CERTAINE BALADES, e. 


| Here followeth a moral ballad to the prince, to the D. of 
Clarence, the D. of Bedford, the D. Gloceſter, the ling : 

ien, by Henry Scogan, at a ſupper among the merchants 

mean in the bouſe of Lewis Fobn. 


** noble (ansev and cke my lordis dere 
I, your fathir callid unworthilie, 
Sende unto you this litil tretiſe here, 


Writtin with mine owne hand full rudilie; or . | 


Although it be that I not reverentlie 
Have written to your eſtatis, I you praĩie 
Myne unconnyng takith benignelie 
For Godd'is ſake, and herkin what I ſaie..... 


I complain ſore hen | remembre me 


The ſodain age that is upon me fall, 


But more complain my miſpent — Uh - 
The whiche is impoſſible” ayen to call, 


But certainly the moſte complaint of all 
Is to thinkin that I have be ſo nice 
That I ne wouldin vertues to me call 


In all my youth, but vices aie cherice ;_ -. 2 
ol whiche I aſks mercie of the, Lorde, 


That art almightie God in majeſtie, 
Beſekyng to make ſo evin accorde 
Betwixt the and my ſoule that vanitie, 

4 een [ 0 Lach 
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Ne worldlie luſt, ne blinde proſperitie, 

Have no lordſhip ovir my fleſhe to frele ß; 

Thou, Lorde of reſte and perſite unitie, en 

Put fro me vice, and kepe my ſoule i in — "pj ry 244 
And ye ve me might, while I have life a (ues 

Me to confirme fully to thy pleſauace, - . i 

Shewe to me the abundaunce of thy grace, 

And in gode werkes graunt me 1 | 

Of all my youth forget the ignoraunce, | 

Yeve me gode willts ſerve the aie to AN 

Set all my life after thyne ordinaun ce 

And able me to Meteie er thou deme 1 32 
My Lordis dert, Why [this complaim white 

To you whom tliat I love moſt entirely, | 

I for to warhe you as L eanendite 

That tyme lofle in youthhed folly - © e 

Grevith a wight bodiby ant wholly,” - INI 

mene hym that to luſte and vice Sac. 

Wherefore, Lordis; I praze you Tpecially- | 

Your youth in vertue ſhapith to Gf} pende. 40 
Plantith the rote of youth in ſoche a wiſe” Ih ©3459 

That in vertue your growyung be alwaie,” © | | 

Loke alwaie godeneſſe be your exerciſe, 

That ſhall you mightic make at eche aſſaie; 

The ſende to withſtandin at ethe affraic 

Paſſith wiſely this perillous pilgrimage; - - 

 Thinke on this worde, and werke it every date, + 

That ſhall you yeve a parfite flourid age. 48 


* 
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mum 
Writin in ther bokes of grete ſapience, 
psd ee e ee 
And right ſo is eſtate with negligenſge 
Of vertue, and therefore with diligence /-;/; 
Shapith of vertue ſo to plante the rote 
That ye thereof have full experience, 


To worſhip of your life and ſoul'is bote-: - 36 


Taketh alſo hede that lordſhip ne eſtate 
Withoutin vertue maie not long endure; 
Thinketh eke how vice and vertue at debate 


Have ben and ſhal while that the workin mare Heh; 


And evir the vicious by avinture 

Is ovirthrowe; and thinkith evirmore 

That God is Lorde of all vertue* and figure, - 

Of all godeneſſe, therfore folowe his lore. 64 
My maiſtir Chaucer, God his ſouls ſave! 

That in his langage was ſo curious, 

He ſaid, the fathir whiche is ded and grave 

Biqueth nothing his vertue with his hous 

To his childrin, and therefore labourous 

Ought ye to be, beſekyng God of grace 

To yeve you might for to be:vertuous, 


Thro whiche ye mightin have parte of his place. * 8 


Here maie ye ſe that vertuous nobleſſe 
Cometh not to you by waie of aunceſtrie, 
But it comith by lefull buſineſſe 
Of honeſt life, and not by ſlogardrie, 
Ouy 
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1581 eXLTALSE SALADES,) We 
Wnerefore in youth Trade vu dib? 
The hovſe of vertie in fothe xmanterers!?7 
That in yer ge it mate yon kepeandigie 
Fro the tempeſt of worlds π]e here. 80 


Thinkith he bet wie vertue und eſtate 
There is a parſtte bleſſid mariage, Wann 
Vertue is cauſe of peeeg vice of deute, 
In manne's ſoule the which be full of oe 1 
Cheriſnith then vertue, vice to outrage 
Driveth it away, let ĩt have no wonning 
In your ſoules; leſith not the heritage 
 Whiche God hath yeve to eee $3 

Take hede alſo how men of pore degree 
Through vertue have be ſet in 2 
And evir hved in grete profperitie, xt 9 
Through cheriſnyng of vertuous labour; 
Thinkith alſo how many“ a govirnour 
Callid to eſtate hath be ſet full Jowe * 
Through miſuſyng of right and of errour, 
Therfore I counſaile you vertue to know. 96 
By your aunceſtirs ye maie nothing claime, 
As that my maĩſtir Chaucer ſaieth expreſſe, 
But tempo'ral thing, that men may hurt or maime ; 
Then is God ſlocke of vertuous nobleſſe, 
And ſithe that he is Lorde of bliſſidneſſe, 
And made us all, and for us all ydeide, 
Folowe' hym in vertue with full buſineſſe, | 
And of this thing herke how my maiſtir ſeide: 104 


CERTAINE BALADES,; Ve 263 14 
© The firſt ſtocke, the fathir e v s 
What men that claimith gentill for to be, 1 
Muſt folowe' hiserace, and all his wittirſſs N * 
Vertue to love und vicis for to fliez © 117 1 7 
For unto vertue longith digui tiefe,, | 
And not the revers, ſafely dare — rtf 
All were he mitre, eroune, or diademe, ' III 17 
' > The firſts ſtocke was ful} of ebe oed. . 1 
True of his worde, ſobre, pitous, and fre, i 
Clene of his ghoſt, and lovid buſineſſe, | | 
Ayenſt the vice of floth in honeſte, - | 1 
And but his heire love vertue as did he {| 
He is not gentill though he richè ſeme, 1 
All were he mitre, croune. or diademe. 118 | | 11 
Vice maie be an heire to olde Richeſſe, ns | 
But there maie no man, as all men maie ſe, + | 
Biqueth his heire his vertuous nobleſſe, 
That is appropried unto no'degre, De 
But to the firſt fathir of majeſtie/, | | 
That maketh his heiris hem that can him queme, + j 
All were he mitre, croune, or diademe.“ 125 | 
Lo! here this noble poete of Bretaine, © | 
How lightlie he in vertuous ſentence ' FORE 
The loſſe on youth of vertue can complain! 
Therefore | praie you with your diligence, 
For your profite and Godd is reverence; © © © 
Tempirith fully vertue in your mynde. 
That when ye come to your judg'is preſence 
Ye be not founde vertuleſſe then behinde. 133 


* 


Many lordes have a manir nowadaies 
Though one ſhewe hym a vertuous mattere,, 
That of that arte thei have no joye to here, 

But as a ſhip that is without a ſtere 

Drivith up and doun without govirnaunce, 

Wenyng that calme would laſtin yere by yere, 
Right fo fare thei for very ignoraunſe. 141 

For verie ſhame ! knowin thei not by reſon 
That aftir an eb cometh a flode ſul rage? 

In the ſame wiſe when youth paſſith his ſeſon 
Cometh crokid and unweldie pallid age, 

And fone after the kalendes of dotage, 

Aud if her youth have no vertue provided 

All men woll ſaie Fie on ther vaſſalage! 

Thus hath ther ſloth fro worſhip hem divided. 149 

haoecius, as men may rede and ſe, 

Saicth in his Boke of Conſolacion, 

What man defirith of vine or of tre 

Plentèous frui& in the repyng ſeſon 

Muſt er eſcue to doe oppreſſion 

Unto the rote while it is yong and greneĩm 
Thus maie ye ſe well by that incluſion” 

That yoath vertuleſſe doeth mochil tene. 157 

Seeth there ayenſi how vertuous nobleneſſe, 
Rotid in youth with gode parſeveraunce, 

+ Drivith awaie all vice and wretchidneſle, 
As , and ware and diſtaunce; 


CERTAINE BALaDEs, Ws, 165 


Seeth eke how vertue rtue cauſith ſuſſiſaunce; 
geeth eke how vertue voidith allè vie, 
And who ſo' hath vertue hath all haboundaunce 


Of wele, as ferre as reſon can devife. © ' 165 
Taketh hede of Tullius Hoſtilius. 
That fro poverte came to high degree nr 


Ihrough vertue; redith eke of Julius 

The conquerour, how pore a man was he Mi 

Yet through his yertue*? and his humilite 

Many countrey had he in govirnaunce; 1 

Thus vertue bringeth a man to gret — 0 h O 

Eche v ight that luſt to do hym enen wag 173 
Rede here ayenſt of Nero vertu les 

Takith hed&alfo of proude Belehafate, Irs H 

'Thei hatid vertue, equitie and peſe mm 

And loke how Antiochus ll fro eee, den rg' 


That he his ſkin and bonis all to tara 
oke what miſchaunee thei had for ey men 
Who ſo woll not by theſe ſignis beware 61) 
dare well ſaie infortunate and nice is. 151 
- 1 can no more now ſaie: hereby ye ſe 10 £7 


How vertue cauſith perfite capri 

And vicis exilen all proſperite ; 

The beſt is eche man to choſe as | * : 

Doeth as you liſt;4 me excuſe expreſſe, 

] would be right ſorie if ye miſcheſ ;;, 
God confirme you in vertuous nobleſſec 
do that through negligence ye not it leſe. 199 
Eaplicit. 
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OF LEARNED MEN CONCERNING CHAUCER AND BYS WORKS, | 
Occleve, in the prolague to bis book De Regimine Principit. 


Bor welaweye! ſo is myn herte wo 

That the honour of Engliſh tong is dede, 

Of which 1 wont was han counſail and rede. 3 
O mayſter dere and ſadir reverent, 

My mayſter Chaucer, floure of eloquence, 

Mirrour of ſructuous entendement, 

O univerſe] fadic in fcience ! 2 

Alas that thou thyn excellent nn N 

In thy bed mortel mighteſt nought bequethe 

What eylid Deth ? alas! why would he ſle the? 10 
O Deth! that didiſt nought harm ſingulere 

In ſlaughtreꝰ of him, but all the lond it ſmertith : 

But natheleſſe yit haſtow no powere 


His name to ſle; his hie vertue aſtertith 


Unſlayn fro the, which ay us lifely hertith 
Wich bokis of his ornat enditing, | TY 
That is to al this lond enlumyuning. 17 


The ſame author, ibid. 


Mr dere mayſter (God his ſoule quite) 

And fadir Chaucer faine wold han me taught, 
e ee RIDE LOG eee 3 
: Bief or ee ven doodle tht: 1h 


. Os. 


Alas! my worthy maiſter honorable, 
This londis verray treſour and richeſſe,.. 0 
Deth by thy deth hath harme irreparable 
Unto us done; bir (5) vengeable durrſſe 
Diſpoiled hath this lond of the ſweteneſſa 
Of rethoryke, for unto Tullius 


Was never man ſo like amonges us. 10 


Alſo, who was heyre in philoſophy -- 
To Ariſtotle in our tonge but thow 2. 
The ſteppis of Virgil in poeſie. 
Thou ſuedeſt eke; men know well inow r 
That combre-world that thee my mayſter flow. 
Wolde I lain were! Deth was too haſtiſe f 


To renne on thee and reve thee thy life: 27 


She might have tarried her vengeaunce a n 
To that ſome man had egal to the be: | 
Nay, let be that; ſhe knew well that this iſle 
May never man forth bryng like unto the, 
And her office nedis do mote ſhe; 
God bad her fo, I truſt all for the beſt i 


O mayſter, mayſter! God thy ſoule reſt! | p 24 | 


The ſame, in the title De Conſilis Habendo in omnibus fact. 


Tun firſte fynder of our fayre langage 
Hath ſeyde in caas ſemblable and othir mo 
80 hyly well, that it is my dotage 

0% 4. his, 
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he, 


For to expreſſe or tuuche ony of tho: 
Alas! my fader fro the world is go 
My worthy mayſter Chaucer, hym i mene; 
Be thou advocate for hym, hevenes quene. 7 
— 4 cnn HH bl 


With lovyng herte and hye devocioun 

ta thyn honour eee eee 2 

O now thyn help and thy promocioun! nn 

To God thy ſone make a mociouh n 

How he thy ſervaunt was, mayden Marie, 

And late his ſove floure and fraQifie. - + 124 
Although his life be queynt, the ane 

Of hym hath in me ſo freſh liflyneſſe, 

That to put other men in „ 

Of his perſone t have heere his lykenefſe. 

Do make, to this end in ſoothfaſtneſſe, 1 

That they that have of hym loſt thought aeg 

By this peynture _ ageyn eee N AT 


Fo. Goꝛver de Conf: 65 one GI? ew by Themas Ber- 
* #helette 155 4, fol. tyo, a. where Venus ſpeaks to Goweer, 


en well Chancer when ye mete, 

As my diſciple and my poete, 

For in the floures of his youth _ 

In ſondrie wiſe, as he well-couth, Uu 
Of ditees and of ſonges glade, | 69 
The which he for my ſake made, 


5 


ſ 
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The 1 ſulfilled is over all, 

Whereof to hym in ſpeciall Pf en St: 
Above all other I am moſt holde. 2 
Forthy nowe in his daies olde 21 band 
Thou ſhalt hym tell this meſſage, 
That he upon his later age, 
To ſette an ende of all his werke, 
As he whiche is myn owne clerke, wt 
Do make his Teſtament of Love, 5444 5 | 
As thou haſt done thy ſhrifte above, rein 

So that my courte it may recorde. 

Madame, I can me well accorde'; 
(Wood ) to _ as _ me vid. b 19 


Jobn Lydgatei in his be pralogurt to The Sy of Ticker cr ſpeak: - 
ing of The Canterbury Tales. 


As openly the ſtory can you lere 1 + 
Word by word, with every circumſtaunce,. | 
Echone 1writ and put in remembraunce- +» 
By him that was, if [that] ſhall not faine, 
Floure of poetes throughout all Bretane, 5 
Which ſothely had moſte of excellence 

In rhetorike and in eloquence. | 

Rede his making who liſte the trouthe find, 111 
Which never ſhall appallen in my mind. | 
But alwaie freſhe been in myne memorie, 10 
To whom be yove pr iſe, honour, and gloxie; + 
Folume XIII. To Lo ans ST 5 "IIA 


90 


Of well ſeyng firſt in our language, 

Cheefe regiſtrer in this pilgrimage, 

All that was told foryeting nought at all, 

Feined tales nor thing hiſtoriall.. 13 
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With many proverbs divers and uncouthe, 


By reherſaile of his ſugred monthe, 
Of eche thyng kepyng in fubſtaunce 
The ſentence hole withoutin variaunce, 


| Voidyng the chaffe, ſothely for to ſeine, 20 


Enlumining the true piked greine 
By craftie writyng of his ſawes fwete 
Fro 1 tyme that they did met 23 


The ow author, in the prologue to bis tranſlation 2 Boccace 
of The Fall of Princes. 


My maiſter Chaucer, with his freſh comedies, 

Is dede, alas! chiefe poete of Bretayne, 

That whilom made ful piteous tragedies, - 

The fall of princes he did alfo complayne, 

As he that was of makyng ſoverayne, 

Whom all this londe ſehulde of ryght preferre, 

Sith of our langage be was the lode-fterre. | 7 
And femblably, as I have told toforne, 

My maiſter Chaucer did his beſineſſe, 

And in his dayes hath ſo well him borne 

Out of our tong t*avoyden all rudeneſſe, 

And to reforme it with colors of ſweteneſſe, 

Wherfore let us yeve him laude and glorye, 

And put his name with poctes in memorye. 14 


N 


— 0 
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Of whoſe labour to make mencibun; 
Wherethurgh of right he — —' | 

In youthe he made a tranſlacioun n este 10 
Of a boke which called is Trophe 


In Lumbard tong, as men may anda iT 

And in our vulgare, long ot that he deyde, ' | 

Gave it the name of Troylus and Creſſeyde. 21 
Which for to rede lovers them delite, 

They have therin ſo grete de vocioun; u 21292137 

And this poete alſo himſelfe to quite, 15 99 

Of Boecius boke The Conſolaciovun 

Made in his tyme an hole tranſlacioun: 

And to his ſonne that called was Loe T br 

He made a Tretiſe, ful noble and of great priſe, E 
Upon th' Aſtrolabour, in full noble forme 

Set them in ordre with ther diviſionsI ; 

Mennys wittes t applien and conſorme, 


To underſtond by full expert reſons 1 7 
By domifieng of ſundrie manſ ions 
The rote out mne Elte re S Nl 
Toforne or he gafe any jugement. d cf 


He wrote alſo ful many a day agone .. 
Dante in Englifh, himſelf ſo:dath nt 


The piteous ſtory of Ceix and Alion, 9008 100 | 
And the Dethe eke of Blaunche the DucheF6n 
And notably did his befinefſe, + 1-11) +4 1 

By grete avyſe his wittes to diſpoſfſe +» 7 þ 
To anne hee; of tha nnn 


Py 


— — . 
LE 
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- 


Thus in vertue he ſet all his en, 
Ydelnes and vices for to fem 
Of Fowles alle he wrote The mutans,” 
Therin remembring of royall egles thre, N 
Howe in their choyfe they ſelte adverfite, 
Tofore Nature profered the batayle 
Eche for his partie, if it would avayle. 49 
He did alſo his diligence and payne 4 
In our vulgare to tranſlate and endite 
Origene upon the Maudelayne; 
And of the Lyon 2 boke he did write; 
Of Annelida and of falfe Arcite 
He made a Complaynt dolefal and piteons; 
And of the Broche which that Vulcanus 36 
At Thebes wrought full divers of nature; 
Ovide writeth who therof had a fight — 
For high deſyre he ſhuld not endure, 


But he it had never be glade ne light, 


And if he had it onys in his might, 1 
Like as my maiſter faith and writeth in le, ſi 


It to conſerve he ſhald aye live in drede. 63 


This poete wrote, at the requeſt of the que) 
A Legende of perfite holyneſſe, 
Of Good Women to fynd out nynetene 
That did excell in bounte and fayrenes, 
But for his labour and beſineſſe Þ 
Was ir: portable his wittes to-encombre 
In all this world to fynd ſo grete a nombre. 70 


1 
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He made the boke of an 
Whan the Pylgtyms rode an pylgrymage 
Throughout Kent, by hylles and by „ „„ 
And all the ſtories told in their paſſage, 


Endited them ſull well in our langage, 3 i 

Some of knighthode, fome e 118 

And ſome of love, and ſome of perſitenes, 77 
And ſome alfo of grete moralite,,* |. -_ 

Some of diſporte, including grete ſentence : 5 


In proſe he wrote The Tale of Melibke 

And of his wiſe, that called was Prudence; 8 

And of Griſildes perſite pacience; 5 

And how the Monke of tories new and ide at 

Pitous tragedies by the weye toldde. 84 
This ſayed poete, my maiſter, in his dayes 

Made and compiled fyl many a freſh dite, 

Complaintes, ballades, roundeles, virelaies, | 

Ful delectable ta heren and to ſe,  _ XA 

For which men ſhulde of right and equite, 

Sith he of Engliſh in making was the beſt,, _ 

Fey unto God to yeve his ſoule good reſt. ;... 06 


The fame author, ibid. I. I, c. 6. 


Bor if ye lit haveclere inſpectioon 
Of this ſtory upon every fide 1 

Reade The Legende of Cup ide 
Which that Chaucer in order as they ſtode 
Compyled of Women that were called Gods. 3 
P Pi 


— 
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Touchyng the tory of Kyng Pandion, 
And of his godely fayre doughters bee eng 

How Thereus, falſe of condicion, - 
Them to deceive did his beſy payne; 
They bothe named of beauty 9 
Godely Progne and yonge Philomene, | 
Bothe innocentis of intent full clene,” 12 

Their pitous fate in open to exprefle *' | 
It were to me but a preſumption, 
Syth that Chaucer did his beſineſſe 
In his Legende as made is mencion, - 
Their martyrdome and their paſſion 
For to reherſe them did his befy payne, . 
As chiefe poete called of Brytayne. 19 

Of Good Women a boke he did write, 
The number uncomplete fully of nynetene;- - 
And there the ftory plainely he did endite 
Of Thereus, Progne, and Philomene, 
Where ye may fe their legende; thus I mene 
Do them worfhyp, and forth'their life do ſhewe 
For a clere myrror, becanſe there be bur fewe. 26 

| e 
The ſame, on the praife of the Virgin Mary, printed by 

WyllyamCaxton,cap. zxxiii. Acommendation of Chan- F 
Cares. Dee 3 
Au eke my maſter Chauceris now is grave, 

The noble rethor poete of Brytayne, 
That worthy was the lawrer to have 


0 
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Of poetrye, and the palme attayne, 
That made firſt to dyſtylle and rayne 
The gold dewe dropys of ſpeche and een | 
Into our tunge thrugh his excellence, + 7 
And fonde the fouris firſt of rethoryke E009 7281 


Our rude ſpeche only to enlumyne, TEST 15 91 


That in our tunge was never none hym lyke, | ! 
For as the ſonne doth in heven ſhyne bn! 
In mydday ſpere don to us by lyne, 

In whos preſence no ſterre may appere, 


* Right ſo his ditees withouten ony pere, 14 


Every makyng with his light diſtayne, -_ 
In ſothfaſtnes whoſo takyth hede, | 
Wherfore no wonder though myn herte rep. 
Upon his deth, and for ſorow blede, 
For want of hym now in my grete nede 
That ſhold, allas! conveye and directe, 
And with his ſupporte amende and a 21 
The wronge traces of my rude penne, 5 
There as | erre and goo not lyne right; 
But for that he ne may me not kenne 
I can no more but with al my myght, 
With al myn herte and myn inward ſight, 
Prayeth for hym that now lyeth in cheſte, 


To God above to yeve his ſowle good reſte. 28 


And as can forthe 1 wyl procede, - -- 9 


Sithen of His helpe ther may no ſocour be, V. 30 


i 
| | 
| 
1 
1 
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Anonymous verſestaken by Mr. Nute of a bel of Mr. 
Stoss g. | 


. * 
That enlumined have our grete Britaine! | 
To ſone we have loſt our lauriat ſcience; 

O luſtie licour of that fulſome fountaine! | 
O curſed Death! why haſt thou thoſe poets ſlaine ! ? 
mene Gower, Chaucer, and Gaufride (c) ; 

Alas the time that ever they fro us dide ! 7 


Gawin Donglas, Bifbop of Dunleld, in tbe preface tobistran- 
flation of Virgil's Huis, printed at Edin. 1710, p. 9 

T aocavenerabill Chaucere, principallpoete but pere, 

Hevinly trumpet, orlege and regulere, 

In eloquence balme, condi and diall, _ 

Mylky fountane, clere ſtrand, and rois riall, _ 

Of freſche endite throw Albioun iland braid, 

In his Legend of Notabillis Ladyis ſaid 

That he couth follow word by word Virgill, c. 


Leland, in bis Encomia illuftrium Virerem,Coll. * vp. 
141. | 
In laudem Gallofridi Chaucer, Iſiaci. 


Dou juga montis aper, frondes dum lata volucris, 
Squamiger & liquidas piſcis amabit aquas, 
Mzonides Græcæ linguz clariſſimus auctor 

(c) Geoffrey Vineſalve, 
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Aonio primus carmine ſemper exit: 
Altiſonuſque lytæ, Phœbo applaudente, Latin 
Gloria Virgilius maxima ſemper erit: 5 
Nec minus & uoſter Galfridus ſumma ame 
Chaucerus Muſz gratia ſemper erit. 224699 vt 
Illos quis neſcit felicia ſecla tuliſſ e 
Hunc ætas tantum protulit illa — i eis gi L 
Tempora vidiſſet quod fi florentia 3 70} Gf, 


Aquaſſet celebres, vel A OP uns 


„„ 


1 ibid. p. rat. {= 


Paxbicar Aligerum merito Florentia Dantem, 
Italia & numeros tota (Perrarcha) tuos; 

Anglia Chaucerum veneratur noſtra e 

Cui veneres debet youu wes Ram 7 5 4 


; =y 


4 12 
neee. 


1. 


Idem, ibid. p. 152. This vas tor itten eee 

Fueſt of Thomas Bertbelet, a diligent and learned prin- 
ter, wwho firſt printed Chaucer's N. «hy, a out by - MM 
Thynne (d). 1 


Quon (e) vivum teres Atticus leporem | 

Inveniſſet, & undecunque Græcam 

Linguam perpoliiflet, inſolenter 

J) Audebat reliquos, rudes vocare; . 

Cujus (g) judicium i impiger dap 5 5 
(d) Leland in Chaucer'slife, (e) Lel. in vita Chavceri.. 


al. novum brevis. (F) Al. Barbaros reliquos vocare coepit. 
0 A Al. TO 
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(5) Intenſo ſtudio ſequens Latinum 
Sermonem (i) quoque reddidit venuſtum, 

Et cum Graco alios rudes vocavit. 

At quanto mihi rectius videtur | 
Feciſſe offictum ſuum diſertus MM 241 10 
Chaucerus, bre vitate primus apta 

Linguam qui patriam redegit illam 


In formam, ut venere & lepore multo, 


Ut multo ſale, gratiaque multa 

Luceret, velut Heſperus minora Is 

Inter ſidera; nec tamen (+) ſuperbus 

Lingua barbariem exprobravit ulli 

. (7) Genti: tam facilis fuit benignuſque. 
()] Ergo, vos juvenes, manu Britanni 


Læta ſpargite nunc roſas (a) ſuave © 20 
Spirames, violaſque molliores; 
Formoſam ex hedera citi coronam. 23 


Thepublifter of Fobn Lydgate's H. ilory and Chronicle of the 
Trojan War, printed 1555, in the piſtle to the reader. 
As the verye perfect diſciple [ſpeaking of Lydzgate] 
and imitator of the great Chaucer, the onely glo- 
rye and beauty of the ſame. Nevertheles, lykewyſe 
as it hapned the ſame Chaucer to leaſe the prayſe of 


() Al. Ter certo pede perſequens. (i) Al. bene. (&) Superde, 
0 e (m) Quare, (n) Al. Suave · Spirantes. 


——— ̃ are 5 — — — f 


rtsrmontrs, Ge. 179 
that tyme wherin he wrote, beyng then when indede 
al good letters were almoſt aſlepe, ſo ſarre was the 
groſeneſſe and barbarouſneſſe of that age fromthe un- 

derſtandinge of ſo devyne a wryter, chat if it had not 

bene in this our time, wherin all kindes of learnyng 

(thancked be God) have as much floryſhed as ever 
they did by anye former dayes within this realme, and 
namely by the dylygence of one Willyam Thynne, 
a gentilman who, laudably ſludyouſe to the poly- 
ſhing of fo great a jewel, with right good judgment, 
travail, and great paynes, caufing the ſame to be per- 
feed, and ſtamped as it is now read, the ſayde Chau- 
cer's Works had utterly peryſhed, or at the leſt bin ſo 
depraved by corrupcion of copies that at the laſte there 
ſhoulde no parte of wy RY have an founde in 
any of them. 


Roger Aſchamin bis Schole-1Maſter, printed 1 mY . 61 


Some that make Chaucer in Engliſh and Petrarch in 
Italian their gods in verſes, and yet be not able te 
make trew difference what is a fault and what is a juſt 
prayſe in thoſe two worthie wittes, will much miſlike 

4 this my writyng, [againſt riming] but fuch men be 
even like followers of Chaucer and Petrarke, as one 
here in England did folow Syr Tho. More, whobeing 
moſt unlike unto him in wit and learnyng, ne verthe- 
les in wearing his gowne awrye-upon the one ſhoul- 
der, as Syr Tho. More was wont to do, would needs n 
be counted like unto him. - 


| 130 | TESTIMONIES, Ge. 

The ſame auther in bis Toxephilur, printed i 71, fol.13, b. 
Wos: horriblenes [ſpeaking of gaming] is ſo large 
that'it paſſed the eloquence of our -Engliſhe Homer 
{Chaucer) to compaſſe it: ever thoughte his ſay- 


inges to have ee nes 
3 Greke. 


The. ſame author ; in bis book of the State 'of Germany, ꝛorit- 
ten about 1552, fol. I. 


: 3 a mt de vicd [by an \ hiſtorian) i in 
keeping truly the order of tyme, and deſcribyng ly- 
vely both the ſite of places and nature of perſons, not 
only for the outward ſhape of the body, but alſo for 
the inwarde diſpoſition of the minde, as Thucydides 
doth in many places very trimly, and Homer'every 
where, and that always moſt excellently, which ob- 
ſervation is chiefly to be marked in hym; and our 
© Chaucer doth the ſame very praiſe worthely, mark 


hym well and conferre hym with any other that wri- 


e eee ee roling wr wor woe 
If... | rata 1E 


Sir Philip Sing in bis 2 of Pocfie, printed 1598, 
p. 492. 


In We alles tote. that made it to es 
to be a treaſure-houſe of ſcience were the poets Dante, 
Boccace, and Petrarch; fo in cur Engliſh wer Gower 


TESTIMONIES, Us, Fit 


and Chaucer, after whom; encouragedand delighted 
with their excellent foregoing, others have followed 


ro beautiſie Rh: (ts e as v in: ow 


kind as other arte. 22-5100 
thid p. $13» 
Carawcrs undoubtedly did excellently well in his 


Troilus and Creſeid, of whom truly I know not whe- 


ther to marvell more, either that he in that myſtie 
time could ſee ſo clearly, or that we in this clear age 


o ſo ſtumblinglie after him; yet has he rn i 


fit to be forgiven in ſo reverent r erte | 


ory; 


The Arte of Englif e 1589, p. 43, ſuppoſed | 


to be written by one Puttenbam, a Gentleman Penfroner 
. to N. Elis. een Oxon, Wh i. e 
+; in Sidney. | | 


J Will not reach owe the 80 ene Edward the 
Third and Richard the Second for any that wrote in 
Engliſh meeter, becauſe before their times, by reafon 


of the late Normane conqueſt, which had brought in- 


to this realme much alteration both'of our langage 
and lawes, and therewithall a certain martiall barba- 

rouſnes, whereby the ſtudy of all good learning was 
ſo much decayed as long time after no man, or very 
few, entended to write in any laudable ſcience; ſo as 
beyond that time there is little or nothing worth com- 


mendation to be ſounde wtitten in this arte; andthoſe 


Volume XIII. 
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of the firſt age were Chaucer and Gower, both oſ them, 
as I ſuppoſe, knightes, after whom followed John Lyd- 
gate the monke of Bury, and enn who acts 
the ſatyre called Piers Plowman. ,, 175 | 


This. p. 187 
S. Geffiey Chaucer, Father of our Engliſh poets, 


Mr Fox in bis Aas and Mon. Lond. 1684, vol ii. p. 42. 


1 Marvel to conſider this, bow chat the Biſhops con- 
demning and aboliſhing all manner of Engliſh books 
and treatiſes which might bring the people to any Tight 
of knowledge, did yet authoriſe the Works of Chau- 
cer to remain {till and to be occupied, who no donbt 
ſawin religion as much almoſt as ever we do now, and 
uttereth in his Works no leſs, and ſeemeth to be a right 
Wicklivian, or elſe there was never any; and that all 
his Works almoſt, if they be throughly adviſed, will 
teſtify, (albeit it be done in mirth and covertly) and 
eſpecially the latter end oi his thitd book of The Teſta» 
ment of Love, for there purely he toucheth the higheſt 
matter, that is, the communion, wherein except a man 
be altogether blind he may eſpy him at the full; al- 
though in the ſame book, (as in all other he uſeth to 
do) under ſhadows cavertly, as under a vizor, he ſu- 
borneth truth in ſuch ſort as both privily ſhe may pro- 
fit the godly · minded, and yet not be eſpied of the 
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crafty adverſary; and therefore the Biſhops, belike 
taking his Works but for jeſts and toys, in condem- 
ning other books yet permitted his books to be read. 
o it pleaſed God then to blind the eyes of them for 
the more commodity of his people, to the intent that 
through the reading of his treatiſes ſome frui it might 
redound thereof to his church, as no doubt i it did to 
many. As alſo am partly informed of certain which 
knew the parties, which to them reported that by 

reading of Chaucer's Works they were brought to the 
true knowledge of religion; and not unlike to be true, 
for to omit the other parts of his Volume, whereof 
ſome are more fabulous than other, what tale can be 
more plainly told than The Tale of the Ploughman'? 
or what finger can point dut more dire ly the Pope 
with his prelates to be Antichriſt than doth the poor 
pellican reaſoning againſt the greedy griffon? under 
which hypotypoſis or poefie who is ſo blind that 
ſeeth not by the pellican the doctrine of Chriſt and 
of the Lollards tu be defendech againſt the church of 
Rome ? or who is ſo impudent that can deny that to 
be true vvhich the pellican there aſſirmeth, in defcri- 
bing the preſumptious pride of that pretended church? 
Again, what egg can be more like, or fig; unto ano- 
ther than the words. properties, and conditions, of 
that ravenous gryphon reſembleth the true image, 
that is the nature and qualities, of that which we call 
the church of eee NN _ and ee ? and | 


651 Reet; [ Qi 
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therefore no great mar vel iſ that narration was ex- 
empted out of the copies of Chaucer' s Works; which 
notwithſtanding now is n 

for ee eee, 70 


Stepbanus en — Poet E of 1 po: wrote the 
_ following epitaph upon Chaucer at the defire of W illiam 
| Carta, which anciently Was bung up upon a pillar over 
a g the place where be wa; buried. See Leland in the 
V. Us Chancer, and Stow, n edit, 1720. b. 6, 
p. 31. IS 3! F ; f 
Paas: Mule, G benen. five 6 1 
Fundere, divinas atque rigare genas, 189 
Galfridi Chaucer vatus crudelia fata rr 
Plangite; fitlacrymis abſtinniſſe nefas. 
Vas coluit vivens, at vos celebrate Sos F108 
Reddatur merito gratiadigna viro. . 8 
Grande ſlecus nobis eſt docti Muſa Maronis, 7 
Qua Jidicit melius lingua Latina lo qui: 
Grande novumque decus Chaucer famamque Een. 
Heu quantum fuerat priſca-Britanna rudis! 10 
Reddidit inſignem — pit 
Aurea ſplendeſcat, ferrea fafta prius; rt tn ! 
Huac latuiſſe virum nil, ſi tot opuſcula oaths: N 
Dieris, egregiis qua decorata modis. wort 
Sogratis ingenium, vel fontes philoſophiez,: 135 
Quiequid et arcani dogmata facra-ferunt; | 
Et quaſcunque-velis tenuit —— 
Hic vates, paryo conditus in tumulo. 


Ah! | laudis quantum præclara Britannia eee 
Dum rapuit tantum mors odioſa virum. 20 
Crudeles Partæ, crudelia fila fororum; © - + 

Non tamen extincto corpore fama perity* © 7 / 
Vivet in æternum, vivent dum ſeripta poet, 
Vivant æterno tot monumenta die, 

Si qua bonos tangit pietas, i carmine Gignus, 
Carmina qui cecinit tot cumulata modis; . 

Hzc ſibi marmoreo fcribantur verba . 
Hæc maneat laudis ſarcina ſumma ſue: 
Galfridus Chaucer vates, & fama poefir” 
Materne, bac ſacra ſum tumulatus bumo. © {20 
Poſt obitum Caxton eee eee eee a old 7/7 
Guilhelmi, Chaucer; clare poeta, tui: bo 
Nam tua non ſolum compreſſit Heco, U 

. Has quoque ſed laudes Jallle hie eſſe wanne 34 


* Bie in Nee. 


Oeriouu ipſum [Woodſtock] eum nil habeat 2600 
oſtentet, Homerum noſtrum Anglicum Galfredum 
Chaucerum alumnum ſuum fuiſſe glorĩatur. De que 
& noſtris poetis Anglicis illud vere aſſeram mo” 4 

 Homero & Græcis eruditus ille ſtalus dirt; 4 


te ine eſt, cuius de gurꝑite ſucro 
. ae 


We rr eds & 8 | 
taſtros noſtros longo poll ſe inter vallo xelinqurns. 


Jam monte potitus 


_—_ 
"LE" 


Ridet anhelantem dura ad ſaſtigia turdam. 


Qij 
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WOT in Died. | 
Qu1qve r —— Anglorumprn 


Elma Spine? is ky Pair Yn, lib. iv. canto 4, 
ſt. 315 — y 


S Cambel and . ens n 2&5 
With Canace and Cambine link'd.in ana bond. 2 
Whilom, as antique ſtories tellen W 
Thoſe two were foes the felloneſt a | 
And battle made, the draddeſt dangerous - 
That ever ſhrilling trumpet did reſound, - 
Though now their acts be no where to be found 
As that renowned poet them compil' d. 
With warlike numbers and heroick ſound, 

Dan Chaucer, (well of Engliſh undefil'd) x; 
On Fame's eternal bead-roll worthy to be 5 8 IT 
HO + > {STALE 
But wicked Time, thatall good thoughts doth nds; 

And works of nobleſt wits to nought out-wear, 
That famous monument hath quite defac'd, 
And robb'd the world of treaſure endleſs dear, 
The which might have enriched all us here. 


TINA, Ge. x87; 
O curſed eld! the canker-worm of wits, 
How may theſe rhymes (ſo rude as doth appear) | 
Hope to endure, ſith works of heavenly wits 
Are quite devour'd, and ue to ge PIE F 

bits? fa as 0134 4 Tet +89 

an XXX Ill. ET to b'no> d 

Then dos 0 moſt ſacred happy ſpire. A 
That I thy labours loſt may thus revive, . ; 
pre ery pruning e 4 
That none durſt ever while thou waſt alive,. | 
And being dead in vain yet many ſtrĩ ve: | 
Ne date I like, but through infuſion ſweet 
Of thine own-ſpirit (which doth in me ſurvive) - 
I follow here the footing of thy feet, 
TR with eg nr on che ruher meet. 19 


"is, L vii. canto 7, a. 9. 


So hard it is for any living wight- 
All her array and veſtimentsto tell. 
That old Dan Geffrey (in whoſe gentle ſpright - 
The pure well · head of poetry did dwell) | 
In his Fowles Parley durſt not with it mall, . 
But it transfer'd to Alane, who he thought | 
Had in his Plaint of Kinds deſerib'd it well, 4 
Which who will read, ſet forth ſo as it ought, _ | 
Go ſeek he out that Alane where he may be ſought. 9 
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ne N Calendar, in Feb. % 
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Tro r. 

eee 

Which 1 con'd of Tityrus (o) in my youth 

Keeping his ſueęp on the hills of Kent? 3 
cup. To nought more, Thenot, my mind is bent, 

Than to hear novels of his deviſe, ce, 

They been ſo well thewed, and fo wiſe, 

Whatever that good old man beſpakkQf. 7 
THEN. Many meet tes of youth did he wake. | 

And ſome of love, and ſome of chivalryy © 

But none fitter than this to applyz © 

Now liſten a while, and hearken the end. 


3 (p), e. 12 


Did. in Fm r 
Tar god of ſhepherds, Tityrus, is dead, 
Who taught me homely as I can to make: 
He whilſt he lived was the ſoveraigne head 
Of ſhephenrds all Gut bens with love en A 


. 
"W Chance 6 meanthy rie Wan ebe 
mſelt, 


In this eclogue Spenſer ſeems to imitate Chaucer's yle 
and numbers, which ate often unequal... 


Well couth he waile his woes, and ad lightly flake 
The flames which love within his heart had bredde. 


And tell us mery tales to keep us wake, eg as 
nnn oy | 
4. ns | 13h Tos 644954 #-4- 
I. in December. 7 
Taar Golm hight, which well ebe pipe and ang, 
e e ee ee N 


: 


Ter 3 (beſt ee — tos name). 
That after Tityrus firſt ſung his lay, 1 14 05 
Lays of ſweet love, without rebuke or blame. 157 
Vrflegan's Reſtitution of decayed Intelligence, chap. vii. 
Sous few ages after came the poet Geffery Chaucer, 
who writing his poeſies in Engliſh is of ſome called 
the firſt illuminator of the Engliſh tongue: of their 
opinion | am not, though | reverence Chaucer as an 
excellent poet for his time, He was indeed a great 
minglerof Engliſh with French, unto which language 
(by like for that he was deſcendedof French ee 
nn ee eee 41 
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Mr. Francis a «letter to Mr, Spooks, ben bim 
to print bis obſervations upon Chaucer, dated the laſt of 
Je 159, from the edit. of Chaucer 100. r 


8 6 the incivilitie Chaucer is charged with- 
all, whatRomane poethath leſs offended this way than 
be? Virgil in his Priapus is worſe by a thouſand de- 
grees, and Ovid in De Arte Amondi, and Horace in 
manie places as deepas the reft, but Catullus and Ti- 
bullus in uncleane wantoneſſe beyond meaſure paſſe 
them all. Neither is Plautus nor Terence free in this 
behalfe; but theſe two laſt are excuſed above the reſt, 
by their due obſervation of decorum, in giving to their 
comicall perſons ſuch manner of ſpeeches as did beſt 
fit their diſpoſitions. And may not the ſame be ſaid 
for Chaucer? how much had he ſwarved from deco- 
rum if he had made his Miller, his Cook, and his 
Carpenter, tell ſuch honeſt and good tales as he made 
his Knight, his Squire, his Lawyer, and his Scholler? 
But ſhewing the diſpoſition of the baſer ſort of men 


he declareth in their Prologues and Tales that their 


chief delight was in undecent ſpeeches of their owne, 
and in their falſe defamations of others. No man 


can imagine, in his ſo large compaſſe, purpoſing to de- 


ſcribe all Engliſhmen's humours living in thoſe daies, 
how it had been poſſible ſor him to have left untouch- 
ed their filthy delighrs, or in diſcovering their deſires 
how tohaveexpreſt them without ſome of their wor ds. 


% 
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And now to compare him with other poets; his 
Canserbury Tales containe in them almoſt the ſame 
argument that is handled in comedies; his ſtile there- 
in for the moſt part i» lowe and open like unto theirs; 
but herein they differ; the comedie writers doe all 
follow and borrowe one from another, as Terence from 
Plautus and Menander, Plautus from Menander and 
Demophilus, Statius and Cæcilius ſrem Diphilus, A- 
pollodorus, and Philemon, and almoſt all the laſt co- 
medians from that which was called Antiqua comedia. 
Chaucer's deviſe of his. Canterbury pilgrimage is 
meerly his owne, his drift is to touch all ſorts of men, 
and to diſcover all vicis of that age, and that he doth 
ſo feelingly, and with ſo true an ayme, as he never 
failes to hit whatſoever marke he levels at. 


Sir Henry Savll in the preface to bis edit, een, ne 
de Cauſa Dei, Lond. 1017. 7 


De Gulfrido Chaverroillorenslers cena =qua- 
li, poetarum noſtrorum principe, acrisjudicii, non le- 
pidi tantum ingenii, viro, qui de Thoma hoc naſtrate 
non tacuit, nobis nefas ſit hic tacere. Is, cum eſſet phi - 
loſophicis Theologiciſque haud medioct iter imbutus, 
ac haſce Cantuarienſis Archiepiſcopi lucubrationes 
jam tum recens emiſſas, ut videtur, per volviſſet, pro 
more ſuo jocis ſeria intertexens, in fabella quadam 
Cantuarienſi arduam de Dei præſcientia, rerumque 
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contingentia quzſtionem obiter attingit; acAuguſti- 
no Bradwardinum annumerat, ex iis unum ſeil. qui in 
difficili hac controverſia exagitanda farinam afyue ad 
furfures ( ſic enim familiariter eleganterque ille noſter) 
excuſſerunt, hoc eſt, veritatem in profundo demerſam 
elicuet unt. Ipſum, fi placet ( placet autem antiqua An- 
glicana etiam ſtyli liwplicitas) ſorce ſuo Wann in 
nen yo apa ; 


* 


5 2 8 eee eee, 8 
After the opinion of certain clerkis, 
* © -Witnelſe of him that any clerk is, 
Il bat in ſchoole is great altercation - | * 
In this matter, and great 1 n 
IS ü And hath been of an hundred thouſand men, 
: But I ne cannot doult it to the bren, aA 
As can the holy doctour 8. Auſtin, 
Or Boece, or the Biſhop Brad wardin, 
Whether that God's worthy ſoreweting 
Strainith me needly to do a thing, 
(Needly clepe I ſimple neceſſite) 
Or if the free choice be grant ed me 
Fo do the ſame thing or do it nought, 
Tho God ſorewot it or it was wrought, + 
Or if his weting ſtraineth never a dele, 
But by neceſſite conditionele, 
I woll not have to done of ſuch matere. APES. 


"Which be thus 2 £10 into Latin. 


Non evenire non poteſt quicquid Deus 
Prefcivit; ita fert crebra doctorum cohora. 
- Hic literatum quemlibet teftem voco 
$i : Quantis utrinque fluRibus lis hæc ſcholas 
i Trivit, teritque, pen inextricabili ; 
| | | Ingenia nodo centies mille implicans. 
(i | I 


© 


Tt371K0ntes, fe; 


Excutere nudos hc ad uſque furfures, . 
(uod ab Auguſtino preſtitum, & ane, 


Ac Bradward ino Epiſcopo) non ſum potis. 


Utrumne me divina preſcientia P33 tas 
Ad aliquid uaum, ut exequar, e 12 
¶Neceſſitatem huc abſolutam inteliligo). . .. _ , 4 
An mihi ſtet hujus five agendi ſeu minus N . 
Electionis ſalva libertas, licet tk 43. H40 af) 


Præſcierit ipſum hoc, anteguam fierat, News. n 
An præeſcientis obliget neceffitas wala 
Illa una, quam ſuppoſita conditio fruit, 


In tam jrofuntu bad go iam mare 0 


* 
Y * : 
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Mr. Sellin i in his ee Dragin $ bus. + 
Gleſſ. to br. e. 


Sir „ Jede Den bam on Mr. Abrab. N in bis Works, 
+, printed 1709, p. 847 ; 
Orp Chaucer like the gering . 
To us diſcovers day from far, 850 
His light choſe miſts and clouds diſſolv d ts 
Which our dark nation long involv d:; 7 
But he deſcending to the ſnades c 
Darkneſs again the age invades. 
Next (like Aurora) Spenſer "ol ani 


Whoſe parpls bluſh the 10 loreſhe ws. 8 


Volume . 1 R 


4 
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nien * Na een 


*: 


Milian in line entituled 1 Penſeroſe. 


Bor, O ſad Virgin that thy power 

Might raiſe Muſzus from his bower, 

Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus ing _ - 

Or call up him that left half toll 

The ſtory of Cambuſcan bold, 5 
Of Camball and of Algarſife, 


And who had Canace to wife, 


That own'd the vertuous ring and glaſs, 
And of the woud'rous horſe of bras £ 
On which the Tartar king did ride. - 10 


Dr. Sprat {late Biſhop of Rocheſter ) in his Hiftory of the 
Royal Society, printed 1668, p. 41, 42. 
Tas truth is, it [the Engliſh language] has been hi- 
therto too carelefly handled, aud | think has had lefs 
labour ſpent about its poliſhing than it deſerves; till 
the time of King Henry the Eighth there was ſcarce 
any man regarded it but Chaucer, and nothing was 
written init which one would be willing to read twice 


but ſome of his poetry; but then it began to raiſe it- 


ſelf a little, and to ſound tolerably well. 


eam, nimis antea à Normannorum victoria adultera- 


tam, omni fere nativa gratia & nitore ſpoliavit, pro 


genuinus coloribus mmm 
vam induens. 


Sir Richard Baker i in the Hiſtory of England, privied 1 634, 
P. 134. 

Sim Geoffry Chaucher, the Homer of Tae 15. found 

as ſweet'a Muſe in the groves'of es ora wy 

Ancients te = hays” banksof Helicon.' - Ya 

©... 25 nd P7367} 2129: 0 Ls 

The: next plans 4 is juſtly due to Geoffrey Chaucer 


and John Gower, two famous poets in this time of 


Henry IV.] een 1 * eee 
. ee £23-bns: „od 


341 


Peachom? 5 Compleat ou. — x. | 


of poetry, p. 94. 1352 3603330 $44 $543 444 7 
Or Engliſh poets of 0 ont iene nies. Jack 
frey Chaucer the Father; altho” the ſtyle for the an- 
tiquity may diſtaſte you, yet, as under a bitter and 
rough rinde, there lieth a delicate kernell of conceit 
and ſweet invention. What examples, fimilitudes, 


times, places, and above all perſons, with their ſpeeches 


Rij 
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Dr Shiner in the f. gen to bis Etymalgicn Lingus .. 
- glicana, p. . i 2 28; i. 3&3 1 1171 ontranevar 


Cuavctaus poet, lamp integrisyocum 
plauſtris ex eadem Gallia in noſtranilingnaminvedis, 


» 
£ 
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and attributes do (as in his Canterbury Tales, like the 
threads of gold, the t ich arras) beautify his work quite 
through! And albeit divers oſhis Works are but meer- 
ly tranſlations out of Latin and French, yet he hath 
handled them ſo artiſicially, that thereby he hath made 
them his ow. In brief, n the HR 
of your Engliſh books in your library. | 


£8154” . 


W; mM. Wi: inftanley in bis England' Moribiet, printed 1684, 
P. 117, [ater out of Mr. Beaumont letter to Mr. 


| Segel] enen 
e Schauer] for theercnenb of * poe- 
try, may be ſaid that which.ia reported.of Steſichorus; 
and as Cethegus was tearmed . d uadæ Medulla, ſo may 
Chaucer be rightly called the pith and ſine ws of elo- 
quence; and the very life it ſelſ of all mirth and phea- 
ſant writing: beſides, one gift he had above all other 
authors, and that is, by theecellencies of his deſcrip- 
tions to poſſeſs his readers with a ſtronger imagination 
of ſeeing chat done before theit eyes which they read, 
than 3 other that ever writ in OE | 


Edu. Pbi 77 in 7 BEER to Bis Th r Nee 
̃ pP: I 3, [ 18 ' 7 


Tang thatthe ſtyle of 8 till Henry vn 
time, and partly alſo within his reign, may very well 
;R Y 


IS TI MOWIS, e. * 
e be Abd bt ue 
are affected only with what is familiar, and atcuſtomed 
to them; not but there were even before thoſe times 
ſome that had their poetical excellencies, if well exa- 
mined, and chiefly amongthereſt Chaucer, whothro' 
all the neglect of former-aged poets ſtill keeps a name, 
being by ſome few admired' for his real 1 to o- 
thers nen eee eue, Eee u. c. 


14.444 wh 1 '4 


e bs the ſind part of that beck, p- $C,ST- 


Sia Geoffrey Chaucer, the prince — Coryphæus 
(generally ſo reputed till this age) of our Engliſh 
poets, and as much as we triumph over his old fa- 
ſhioned phraſe and obſolete words one of the fir re- 
finers of the Engliſh language, © - ; 
Sir Tho. Pope Blount in his characters and cenſures of the 
; moſt conſiderable poets, 1694, p- 41. 


Tuts is agreed upon by all hands, that he bee 
was counted the chief of the Engliſh poets, not only 
of his time, but nm to een 2 
85 Te | 


Mr. Sande Bhat View of Trageds; AP LANES: 78 

Taer who attempted verſe in Engliſh down till 

Chaucer's time made an heavy pudder, and are al- 

* miſerably A to't for a word OR; which 
; | Rij 
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commonly fall ſo awkwardandunexpeRedly as drop- 
ping-from the clouds by ſome machine or miracle. 
Chaucer found an Herculeanlabour on his hands, and 
did perform to admiration, He ſeizes all Provencal, 
French, or Latin, that camein his way, gives them a 
new-garb and livery, and mingles them amongſt our 
Engliſh, turns out Engliſh gowty or ſuperannuated, 
to place in their room the foreigners fit for ſervice, 
trained and accuſtomed to poetical diſcipline. | 
| And a little further. 

Chaucer threw in Latin, French, Provencal, and 
other languages, like new ſtum to raiſe a fermenta- 
tion: in QueenElizabeth's time it grew fine; but came _ 
not to an head and ſpirit, did not ſhine and ſparkle, 
till Mr. Waller ſet it a P— 


Mr. Dryden inthe preface to bis Fables. 


As he[Chaucer]is the Father of Engliſh poetry, fol | 
hold him in the ſame degree af veneration as the Gre- 
cians held Homer or the Romans Virgil: he is a per- 
petual fountain of good ſenſe, learned in all ſcichces, 
and therefore ſpeaks properly on all ſubjects: as he 
knew what to ſay, ſo he knows alſo when to leave off. 

Chaucer followed Nature every where, but was 
never ſo bold to go beyond her. The verſe of 
Chaucer, I confeſs, is not harmonious to us, but tis 
like the eloquence of one whom Tacitus commends, 
it Was auribus iſius temporis accommodata : they who 
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lived with him, and ſome time aſter him, thought it 
muſical, and it continues ſo even in our judgment, af 
compared with the numbers of Lydgate and Gower 
his contemporaàries. There is the rude ſweetneſs of a 
Scotch tune in it, which is natural and pleaſing, tho | 
not-perfe&,.? Fis true cannot goſofaras he who pu- 
bliſhed the laſt edition of him; for he would make us 
believe the fault is in our ears, and that there were 
really ten ſylablesin a verſe where we find but nine; 
but this opinion is not worth conſuting ; 'tis ſo groſs 
and obvious an errour that common ſenſe muſt con- 
vince the reader that equality of numbers in every 
verſe which we call Heroick was cither not known 
or hot always practiſed in Chancer's age. It were an 
eaſy matter to produce ſome thouſands: of his verſes 
which are lame for want of half a foot, and ſometimes 
a whole one, and which no pronunciation can make 
otherwiſe. We can only ſay that he lived in the in- 
fancy of our poetry, and that nothing is brought to 
| PRE at the firſt, NS | 
| And fertbiy OOO 

He [Chaucer]muſt have been a man of a moſt won 
der ful comprehenſive nature, becauſe, as it has been 
truly obſerved of him, he has taken into the compaſs 
of his Canterbury Tales the various manners and hu 
mours (as we now call them) of the Engliſn nation in 
his age; not a ſingle character has eſeaped him: all 5 
his Pilgrims are ſeverally diſtinguiſhed from each o- . 
ther, and not only in their inclinations but in their ; 
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very phyſiognomies and perſons. Baptiſta Porta could 


not have deſcribed their natures better than by the 
marks which the poet gives them. The matter and 
manner of their tales, andof their telling, are ſo ſuit- 


dd to their different educations, humours, and call- 


ings, that each of them would be improper in any o- 


diſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral ſorts of gravity; their 


diſcourſes areſuch as belong totheir age, their calling, 


and theirbrecding, ſuch as are becoming of them, and 
of them only. Some of his perſons are vicious, and 
ſome vertuous; ſome are unlearned, or (as Chaucer 
calls them) lewd; and ſome are learned, Even the ri- 
baldry of the low characters is different; the Reeve, 
the Miller, and the Cook, are ſeveral men, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed from each other as much as the mincing 
Lady ep ge, * one? 24 eee 
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From Mr. Hob Eſſay of Epick Poetry. 


- Sex; on a party=colour'd ſteed of fire, | - | 


With Humour at his ſide; his'truſty ſquire, © 


Gay Chaucer leads in form a knight of old, 


And his ſtrong armour is of ſteel and gold, 
But ol er it age a cruel raſt has ſpredd. 
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A balade pleſaunte, _ += 88 1 
An other balade, | = 
A balade warnyng men to beware of deceifull | 
women, ; 
A baladc declaring that: momeds chaſiite Joeth 
moche excel all treſure worldly» 136 
 Chaucer's wordes unto his own ſcrivenere; | RY x: 
John Gower unto the noble King Henry iV. 430 
\ rr ern 
Scogan unta the lerdes and gentilmen of the 
kinge's houſe, ; enn 259 
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